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A 
NARRATIVE, &. 


HE mutinous défeétion of the officers of 
the army in Bengal, in the year 1766, is 
an event {carcely to be paralleled in the hiftory of 
any age or country. In order to give as diftin® 
an account as poffible of fo confufed a fcene, ‘ic 
may be neceffary to explain the circumftance | 
which {s alledged to have given rife to the combi- 
nation, although the eye of an impartial obferver 
_ on the fpot could not fail to difcover, that the li- 
‘centious difpofition of the Company’s civil fer- ~ 
vants not only coincided with, but actually in- 
fected the military branch. 

It is many years fince the Eaft India Company, 
in confideration of the extraordinary expences 
and inconveniencies unavoidably incurred during 
the campaigns in that country, indulged the -of- 
ficers in their fervice with a certain allowance per 
diem, exclufive of their pay. This allowance ori- 

- ginally went, and {till goes by the nameof * batta,”” : 
or field expences. 

When the Englifh forces took the field, in 
conjunction with the nabob Jaffer Ally Caan: 
after the battle of Plaffey, our military expences 
were, agreeably to treaty, defrayed by his ex- 
cellency, who likewife thought prone to en- 

B creale 
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creafe the emoluments of the officers, by granting 
them -a-double allowance, which of courfe ob 
tained the name of “ double batta ;” and lord 
Clive, at that time, in order that the gentlemen 
fhould not too confidently depend upon the con- 
tinuance of this new bounty, reprefented to them, 
that it was merely a temporary indulgence of the 
nabob, an indulgence not enjoyed by our officers 
in any other part of India, and could only continue 
to thofe in Bengal during his excellency’s plea- 
fure. The expence of this double batta however, 
though firft introduced and paid by Jaffier Ally 
Cawn, was, in procefs of time, thrown upon the 
_ Company; who, unwilling to adopt fuch an ex- 

-penfive precedent, notwithftanding the revenues 
of feveral diftricts of lands had been affigned 
over by the nabob to the Company for defraying 
the charges of the army, repeatedly iffued orders, 
im the moft pofitive terms, that it fhould be abo- 
Jifhed. But the ficuation of their military and 
political affairs in Bengal was {0 frequently criti- 
cal, and the fuperior fervants in the civil branch 
fo averfe, perhaps through want of refolution, ta 
abridge the officers of any emolument, that a re- 
monftrance from the army never failed to con- 
vince the governor and council of the impropriety 
of fuch a reduction.—It muft be remembered, 
that the accomplifhing this bufinefs was one of 
the principal points of reformation preffed upon 
lord Clive in the year 1764,, when, at the re- 
‘queft of a general Court of Proprietors of Eaft 
India ftock, he was prevailed upon to accept 
ence more the government of Bengal*. With 
refolution arid difintereftednefs he fteadily purfur 
ed,-from the hour of his arrival.at Calcutta, 


- # See the order in the Appendix, No, z- 7 
fuch 


fuch meafures as feemed beft calculated tq effect 
_the great purpofes of his appointment; and the 
tranquillity of the country being the neceffary 
ground-work of all other permanent regulations, 
he coricluded, as foonas poffible, a general peace 
throughout the provinces, upon terms both ho- 
nourable and advantageousto the Company. 
The war being ended, it was judged proper to 
withdraw our forces from the dominions of our 
new ally, Sujah Dowla, and to quarter.them at 
fuch places, and in fuch divifions, as would not 
only be moft conducive to the health of the fol- 
diers, but moft convenient for furnifhing de- 
tachments, which from time to time might be re- 
quired to affift in the collection of the revenues, 
or to march upon other accidental fervices. The 
whole army was regimented agreeably to the. 
plan propofed by lord Clive, and approved by 
the Company, before his lordfhip embarked for 
India. It was alfo divided into three brigades, 
each brigade confifting of one regiment of Kuro- 
pean infantry, one company of artillery, fix bat- 
talions of feapoys (or black infantry), and one 
troop of black cavalry, with field officers in pro- 

portidn. | 
The firft brigade was ordered to’ garrifon 
Monghyr (300 miles from Calcutta) under the 
_ command of lieutenant-colonel fir Robert Flet- 
cher, in the abfence of brigadier- general Carnac, 
who had been called down to the prefidency, to 
take his feat at the fele& committee, of which the 
Court of Dire€tors had appointed him a member, _ 
The third brigade, commanded by colonel fir 
Robert Barker, was cantoned at Bankipore, 
near Patna, about 100 miles beyond Mon- 
ghyr; and the fecond brigade, commanded by 
colonel Smith, was ftationed at Allahabad, 200 
B 2 miles 
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miles beyond Patna, by the earneft defire of the 
king and Sujah Dowla, ‘in order to fecure them 
againft the invafion of the Morattoes, until they 
fhould have fufficiently recruited their own army, 
which the length of the late war had almoft en- 
tirely deftroyed. : 

The reftoration of peace and public tranquilli- 
ty, together with the eftablifhment of a more per- 
fe fyftem of military difcipline. and fubordina- 
tion than could have been effeéted before the 
troops were formed into regiments, afforded a 
favourable opportunity for carrying into execu- 
tion the Company’s inftructions relative to the 
reduction of the batta. Orders were accordingly 
iffued by the feleét committee to the following 
effeét, viz. That on the 1ft of January, 1766, 
the double batta fhould ceafe, excepting with the 
fecond brigade, which, on account of the high 
price of provifions at Allahabad, and the expence 
of procuring the neceffary European articles at 
fo great a diftance from the prefidency, were to. 
be allowed the double batta in the field, and the 
old original fingle batta in cantonments, or in 


_ garrifon, until they fhould be recalled within the 


provinces. For the fame reafons, half fingle 
batta was to be continued to the troops at Patna 
and Monghyr ; but the reft of the army, not en-’ 
gaged in actual fervice, we mean the detach- 
ments at the prefidency, at fubordinate factories, 
and other places, were to be put precifely on a 
footing with the Company’s forces on the coalt of 
Choromandel ; that is to fay, they were to have 


no batta at all. 


The officers had been too fuccefsful in their 
remonttrances again{t former orders of the like 
nature, to omit preferring them upon this occa- 
fion, ‘The pofitive commands of the Company 

«6 were, 





 € 8.) 

ewere, however, urged to them in reply ; nordid 
lord Clive and the felect committee flatter them 
with any hopes that the indulgence of double batta 
would be prolonged beyond the time limited. 
‘The reduction accordingly took place on the firft 
day of the new year; the gentlemen of the army, 
with whatever reluctance, thought proper for 
the prefent toacquiefce; and all complaint feem- 
ed to have entirely fubfided. But this was only. 
an appearance of fubmiffion ; private meetings’ 
and confultations were held upon the fubje& in 
each brigade; fecret committees were formed, 
‘ under the denomination of free mafons lodges, 
and means for obtaining redrefs devifed, which 
f{eemed to have no other alternative than a mu- 
tiny of the whole army, confifting of above 
20,000 men, and, in confequence, the extirpa- 
_xion of the Englifh Company in Bengal. They 
had no idea, perhaps, that things could come to 
fuch extremities; their meafures were calculated 
merely for compelling the adminiftration to a re- 
’ newal of the batta, by a general refignation of 
_ Xheir commiffions, without regarding the” pro- 
Dbable confequences to themfelves, or to’ the 
public ; aad unanimity, they doubted not, would. 
enfure fuccefs. 

This alarming combination was originally 
planned in December 1765, or January 1766, at 
’ Monghyr, and from thence propofed to the cap- 
tains and fubalterns of the 2d and 3d brigades. 
The firft letter that appears to have been written, 
was to the officers in garrifon at Allahabad, who 
immediately had a meeting to debate the matter; 
at this meeting a letter was alfo produced from 
the third brigade. But before they determined 
upon an anfwer to either, they wrote to a detach- 
ment of their own'brigade, encamped at Corah; 

B 3 who, 
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| who, confidering ‘themfelves upon actual fer- 
vice, replied, that they could not in honour im- 
mediately join in the defection; but that, after 
” the expiration of their prefent fervice, they-would 
“‘nér’continue to hold their commiffions to the pre- 
"judice of thofe gentlemen who fhould refign. The 
“officers of the fame corps at AljaHabad, Being « on 
duty in a frontier garrifon, concluded’ they were. 
as much upon actual fervice as thofe employed in 
the field, and therefore concurred with the refo- 
Jution of the Corah detachment. Such was. ‘the 
" purport’of the anfwer fent to the third brigade, 
, with a requeft that it might be communicated by 
“them to the firft, This ftate of neutrality, how- 
“ever, "was not long Ree : the fentiments of 
“honour in the fecond’brigade foon gave way to 
the general infatuation, as if the number of 
_actors fufficiently juftified the aétion, and thefe 
_gentlemen, who in the beginning were reftrained 
"by fome degree of principle, grew inthe end as 
Outrageous, and went even greater nae than 
either of the other two brigades. 

In each brigade a committee of correfpondence 
was appointed, with full authority to anfwer' all 
‘letters that might come from their affociates, and 
to agree to, as well as to propofe fuch meafures 
as they fhould think proper. Near two hundred 
coémmiffions of. captains and fubalterns were in a 
Short time collected; and. lodged in the hands of 
‘the adjutants and: quartet-matters, in order to bé 
* delivered to: the ‘commanding officers of the re- 
{pective brigades, on the rft of June, which was 
" the day fixed ‘upon for the general refignation ; 
though, to give a colour of moderation to their 
“proceedings, they determined’ to make: an offer 
of their fervices as volunteers till‘the 15th of the 
te month, by wach time a imagined a final 

fea Went we aniwer 
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anfwer might be obtained fromlord Clive, or the 
feleé&t committee, in their favour. All officers 
upon detached parties, of whom there were a 

conliderable number in various and diftant parts 
of the country, were written to by their particu- 
lar friends, or ,in the name of the brigade to 
which they. belonged, earneftly preffing them to 
enter igto the combination, and not to divulge 
the affair. . With regard to thofe who were pre- 
fent doing dut with their refpective brigades, 
they bound x ies by a folemn oath to 
fecrecy, and kept it fo firictly, that even the 
field officers upon the {pot enteggained not the 
leaft fufpicion of what was going forward: “They 
were likewife {worn to preferve, even at the hazard 
of their own lives, the life of any officer whom 
the rigour of a court martial might condemn to 
death. But in order, as far as poffible, to avoid 
inchiiing the penalties of mutiny and defertion, 
they determined to refufe their ufual advance of 
pay for the month of June. 

As an expedient to prevent any recantation in 
athis confpiracy, each officer bound himfelf in a 
penalty bond of 50Q 1. not to re-accept his com- 
miffion, if offered, except upon condition of 
having the allowance of double batta reftored * : 
and, to obviate the misfortune of lord Clive’s 
proving fo refolute as to reject their demands, a 
{ubfcription was raifed amongtt themfelves, each 
fubfcribing in proportion to his rank: befides 
which, aconfiderable fum is faid to have been 
contributed privately by gentlemen in the civil 
fervice, in aid of the military cayfe. Thefe 
monies, together with fuch forfeitures of the 
500 1. penalty abovementioned as might be in- 


® See Appendix, No. 2. | 
B4 | ‘ curred 


ty, 
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curred and levied, were. to eftablifh a fund fog 
the maintenance of thofe who ftood in need of it, 
in cafe all the’ commiffions fhould be accepted, 
or of thofe'who might be pointed out as.prin- 
cipals, and difmiffed the fee ervice, even though 
the army in general fhould be requefted to re- 

ume their commiffions, ‘and the double batta be 
re-eftablifhed upon its former footing. “By the 
fame means the expences of their voyage to Eu- 
rope were to be defrayed, and commiffions of 
equal rank purchafed in the king’s regiments; to 
which they never fuppofed their mode of relin- 
quifhing the Company’s fervice would prove the 
Jeaft obftruction. 

The plot was thus ripening, when a circum- 
{tance occurred, which could not but infpire them 
with additional hopes of fuccefs, fince it feemed 
to prognofticate an occafion for the fervice of at 
Jeaft one entire brigade, about the very time fix- 


' ed upon for the general refignation. “This cir- 


cumitance was the fudden approach of between 
fifty and fixty thoufand Morattoes towards the 
frontiers of Corah, about one hundred and fifty 
miles from Allahabad; and. whether their inten- 
tions were to invade the provinces, or to march 
to Delhi, was yet unknown ; ; at all events, how- 
ever, it. was judged expedient, that colonel 
Smith, with the whole of the fecond brigade (ex- 
cept the European regiment, which it was not 
thought proper to rifk i in the field during the ex- 
ceffive heats of April anc’ May, and which there- 
fore was left to do garrifon duty at Allahabad) “ 
thould take’ poft at Seragepore, where he was ac- 
cordingly ordered to encamp, and obferve the 
motions of the fufpected army. 
Such was the fituation of affairs in -March 
1766, when lord Clive and ecnera: Carnac fee 
out 
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eut from Calcutta, in order to regulate, with 
Mr. Sykes, Se een at the nabob’s court) the 
colleétions of the revenues, at Muxadavad and 
Patna, for the year enfuing; to receive from 
Sujah Dowla the balance due of the fifty lacks 
of rupees (600,000 1.) ftipulated by treaty in 
Auguft 1765; and to hold a congrefs with thofe 
princes of the empire who were defirous of form- 
ing alliances to preferve themfelves and the Com- 
pany from the incurfions of the Morattoes, 


Lord Clive arrived early in April 1766 at Mux- 


_ adavad, and was ‘now adjufting the ftate of the 
revenues of Bengal, which was to complete his 
bufinefs at the city, when he received a letter, 
dated the t gth of that month, from Mr. Verelft, 
a gentleman in council at Calcutta, enclofing a 
remonftrance from the officers of the third bri- 


gade relative to the reduction of the batta; re- 


refenting in very exaggerated terms the high 
rice of provifions, neceffaries, 8c. ;.and requeft- 
ing that the late double allowance might be con- 
tinued. The board thought proper to D defer fend- 
ing any anfwer to this “until they could obtain 


Jord CTive’s fentiments. He, without delay, com- - 


municated his opinion to Mr. Verelft ; that the 
remonftrance, if it had not been tranfmitted thro’ 
the commanding officer, nor accompanied with 
a letter to the governor ‘and council, fhould’ be 
fent to colonel fir Robert Barker for his informa- 
tion, acquainting him at the fame time, that the 
board did not intend to take any other cognizance 
of a paper fo irregularly: brought before them. 
Bur, lett it might have been regularly ‘tranfmicted, 
Jord Clive propofed in that cafe, that an anfwer 
fhould be fent, Gmilar to that already given to 
the like remonftrances, which had been | made 
wheh the orders for ftriking off thé batta were 
= ers 
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iffued ’; with this addition however, that it was 
obferved, the paper was fubfcribed by feveral 
lieutenants of the ‘feapoy battalions, who have 
each an extra allowance of two rupees per diem, 
which, with ‘their pay and.fingle batta (amount- 
ing in the whole to 248 rupees, or f. 30. 195. 24 3, 
{terling, per month) could not be deeméd an un- 
comfortable fubfiftence. A copy of the remon- 
ftrance, and alfo an extract of lord Clive’s letter 
to Mr. Verelft, upon the fubject, are inferted -in 
“the Appendix, No. 3. and No. 4. — 
Although a table of the price of provifions 
and European articles cannot with any precifion 
be afcertained, yet it may not be improper to 
remark, that the former are much cheaper in Ben- 
gal than on the coaft of Choromandel, where dou-' 
ble batta was never known ; that the latter are 
dearer only in proportion to the fmall difference 
of diftance between thofe two places and Great 
Britain ; and that the expence of tranfporting ne- 
ceffaries from Calcutta to any part of Bengal can- 
not be fo great as on the coaft of Choromandel, 
beécaufe the whole country is interfected with na- 
vigable rivers. Luxury indeed is boundlefs ; and 
hence arife the imaginary wants, and the real dif- 
' treffes, of officers on the Bengal eftablifhment. 
The diftribution of pay and allowances, (Appen- 
dix No. 5,) will give a juft idea of the advantages 
accruing to military gentlemen in the fervice of 
the Englifh Company in that part of India; ad- 
vantages much greater, it is prefumed, than thofe 
of any other forces in any part of the world. 
Hitherto no fufpicion nad arifen of the intend- 
ed refignation, as even this laft remonftrance was 
perfectly filent on that head.” It was not till the 
28th of the fame month (April) late in the even- 
ing, that lord Clive received any advices what- 
) foever 
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foever of the mutinous refolution that had been 
feveral months in agitation ; and it is to be ob- 
ferved, that the firft information came ‘from lieu- 
‘ tenant-colonel ‘Sir Robert Fletcher, who in a let- 
ter, dated Monghyr, 25th April, acquainted his 
' lordfhip, that the officers of the firft brigade feem- 
‘ed refolved on another attempt for the recovery 
of the batta; that their commiffions were to be 
fent to him at the‘end of the month, together 
* ‘with a letcer, informing him, that they would not 
draw any pay for the month of May, but would 
continue to ferve until the affair fhould be finally 
determined for or againft them. To give a far- 
ther infight into the matter, he enclofed a letter 
he had the day before received from fir Robert 
‘Barker, together with a copy of his anfwer, Thefe 
three letters are entered in the Appendix, No. 6, 
7, and 8, as alfo'lord Clive’s anfwer, No. 9. 
’ Yn the abovementioned letter from fir Robert 
Barker to fir Robert Fletcher, is mentioned a 
quarrel between ‘two officers at Bankipore; their 
‘names were Duff and Davis, the former-a captain, 
‘the latter'an enfign, in the third brigade. “At a 
‘general court martial, which had been held upon 
one of thefe gentlemen, in confequence of the 
fetting fire tothe quarters, tt appeared that the 
difpute arofe from enfign Davis’s refufing to give 
up his commiffion to captain Duff, who would . 
have forced it from him. Sir Robert Barker, up- 
on exathining into the reafon of fo ftrange a tranf- 
action, to his great furprize became acquainted 
with the combination, which had been formed in 
the third brigade, ‘during his abfence upon an - 
expedition to Bettea. ' This premature difcovery 
very much difconcerted the officers, as the firft of — 
June had been fixed upon for the general refig- 
nation ; and it was not propofed that their inten- 
t : He eee tions 
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tions fhould tranfpire before that day. It now 
however became neceffary for them to make fome 
alteration in’ their plan, in order that lord Clive 
and the felect committee fhould not have time to 
counteract and defeatit. The firft and third bri- 
| gades accordingly refolved to refign on the firft 
of May ; but the fecond brigade, being at fo great 
_a diftance, could not receive information of this 
change of meafures early enough to refign on the 
fame day, though the mutinous fpirjt broke out 
in camp within a week after. 

_ The fucceeding day’s poft to that which brought 

_the intelligence from fir Robert Fletcher to lord 

Clive, broughta letter datedfrom the camp atCorah, 

the 15th of April, figned Full Batta, to an officer of 
the fecond brigade, who had attended his lord- 

Ship from Calcutta, and was then with him at Mu- 
‘tejyl, The contents of this very extraordinary 

_Jetter * were immediately communicated to lord 

Clive, who was now fully convinced that the com- 

bination was general, though he judged it was 

not likely that fo confiderable a number of think- 

‘ing men fhould long continue unanimous in a 

caufe, not only highly criminal in itfelf, but 

which, upon failure of fuccefs, would involve. 
_many of them in inevitable ruin. Some few there 

_might be to whom comfortable fartynes, already 

acquired in the fervice, might render the refigna- 
“tion of their commiffions a matter of indifference ; 

but many, on the contrary, he knew there were, 

whofe circumftances, whofe youth, or whofe ex- 

travagance, could not bear that they fhould vo- 

Juntarily relinquifh the only means of prefent fub- 
fiftence, and be alfo cut off from every profpect 

of obtaining an happy independency. How far 


# See Appendix, No. 109. | 
indeed 
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indeed the ree of men rendered defpérate 
by difappointment and impending ruin might be 
carried, could not eafily be determined: the 
troops might follow their example, and a general 
mutiny enfue: an armed force from the coatt, 
or from England, would in that cafe, perhaps, 
have been the only remedy Ieft. On the contrary, 
to grant a requeft, demanded as it were {word in 
hand, would have been a condefcenfton, not on- 
ly repugnant to the character his lordfhip had 
hitherto fupported, and fubverfive of his autho- 
rity as governor and commander in chief, but 
might have been attended with the worft of evils ; 
for when threats in this inftance fhould have been 
found fuccefsful, fubordination and difcipline 
would have been “openly difavowed, demands of 
' amore exorbitant and ferious nature might have 
followed, the -civil government might at length 
have been totally overthrown by the military, 
and the very exiftence of the company in Bengal 
deftroyed. Submiffion therefore on the part “of 
lord Clive would not bear a moment’s delibera- 
tion. He had a few officers in his fuite whom he 
could depend upon; a few others he concluded 
might be had from Calcutta, and the out-fac- 
tories ; and fome of the free merchants, it was 
imagined, would, in cafe of neceffity, accept of 
commiffions. He determined likewife to leave 
the city as foon as the important bufinefs he was 
tranfacting would permit, and to endeavour to 
reach Monghyr before the 15th of May. By thefe 
means he was in no doubt of being able to retain 
' command over the foldiers, till a corps of officers 
could arrive from the prelidency of Fort St, 
George. | 

Lord Clive, general Carnac, and Mr. Syies farm- 
ing a felect committee, met in confultation on the 
morning 
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morning of the 29th, and determining that the 
demands of the army ought not to be complied 
with, difpatched an exprefs * to the council at 
Calcutta, requefting they would without delay 
acquaint the government of Madrafs with the 
difpofition of the officers, and prefs them to iffue 
orders to as many captains and fubalterns as 
could poffibly be {pared from immediate fervice 
on the coaft of Choromandel, and likewife to 
fuch cadets, and others, as might be thought - 
qualified to bear commiffions, to hold themfelves 
in readinefs to embark for Bengal on the fhorteft 
notice. The council were unanimous in the mea- 
fure fuggefted by the committee, and on the firft 
of May fent off their difpatch to fort St. George+. 
Genera] Caillaud was at this time gone to the 
northward, to accommodate, either by negoci- 
ation or force of arms, the difputes between the na- 
bob of Arcot and the fubah of the Decan ; and as 
_ it might be neceffary for the governor and coun- 
cil at Madrafs to have his opinion, how far the © 
requeft from Bengal could be complied with, Mr. 
Verelft tranimitted to the general a copy of the | 
Jaft mentioned letter, which proved the means of ex- 
pediting the preparations for the fupply required. 

Lord Clive in the mean time wrote to ¢ 
colonel Smith, fir Robert Barker, and fir Ro- . 
bert Fletcher, upon the fubjeét of the affo- 
ciation, enclofing to each a copy of the let- 
ter written by the felect committee to the coun- 
cil at Calcutta (No. 11.) that they might have 
have full information of the meafures intended ; 
at the fame time giving them authority to make 
public his fentiments, if they were likely to have 
any good effect. From this time to the fecond 


® See Appendix, No. 11. + See Appendix, No. 32. 
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of May, no farther intelligence was received.-— 
The filence of colonel Smith, and fir Robert ° 
Barker, gave his lordfhip fome hopes, .as he ex- 
prefied himfelf that day in aletter to Mr.Verelft, 
«© that the officers had maturely deliberated upon 
«¢ their fcheme, and found it not very conveni- 
“< ently practicable ;” adding, ‘* I can: hardly 
* think, that feeing us fteady in our refolution, 
<< they will venture to brave the confequences. 
© The firmnefs with which we have hitherto fup- 
** ported our civil regulations, muft leave them 
“* without a profpedct of remiffnefs in thofe of the 
<¢ military.” 

A few hours, however, brought him a letter 
from fir Robert Barker, dated the 27th of April *, 
which convinced him, that the third brigade was 
as unanimous as the firft. In his anfwer +, he 
directed fir Robert Barker to find out, if poffible, 
the perfon in whofe hands the commiffions were 
depofited, to put in arreft thofe officers whofe 
condu& could come under the conftruction of 
mutiny, and to detain them prifoners at Banki- 
pore, till a general court martial of field officers 
- could be fummoned; fince a trial by their com- 
rades would have been very ineffectual, and it 
was too evident, that unlefs the feverity of mar- 
tial law were exerted to punifh the principal in- 
ftigators of this combination, there would foon 
be an end of difcipline in the army, and of au- 
thority in the Eaft India company over all their 
fervants. The like inftructions were at the fame 
time fent to colonel Smith, and to fir Robert 
Fletcher{. In the poftfeript of rhefe letters, is 
mentioned a letter figned Firft Brigade... It was 


a 


@ 
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addrefied to captains Fred. Smith, and Thomdé 
Pearfon, the one aid de camp, the other fecretary 
to general Carnac; arid the contents are as fol- 
lows : 
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«© Gentlemen, 

«¢ We are now to inform you, that all the offi- 
cers here, and thofe at Patna and Allahabad, 
(except a few, and thofe pimps to power too) 
‘have refolved to refign the fervice the firft day 
of May next, unlefs the batta is reftored to 
what it was in July and Auguft 3763; and 
requeft that you will concur with us in refufing 
to ferve but upon thofe terms. This is no hafty 
ill-condu€téd fcheme, but the fettled refolu- 
tion of the THREE BRIGADES, who are, toa 
man, refolved to fend every officer to ever- 
lafting Coventry, who refufes to join in a caufe 
fo juft and honourable. We therefore beg 
that you will, immediately upon receipt of 
this, tranfmit your fentiments to fome of your 
friends here, who may communicate them to 
us. We further beg, that you will confider 
maturely on this fubject before you come to 
any refolution;, for depend upon it, we are 
determined to go through with it, at the rifque 
of life, fortune, friends, and every thing that is 
dear and facred. The gentlemen at Morad- 
baug may be able to inform you of material 
circumftances.—Tull we have your anfwer, we 
are truly and fincerely 


<¢ Monghyr, “< Your friends 


27 April 1766. ' The Firft Brigade.” 


The gentlemen at Moradbaug, mentioned in 


this letter, belonged to a confiderable detachment 


doing 
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doing duty at thecity. They were all this time 
deeply concerned in the combination ; but lord 
Clive being upon the fpot, made them fenfible 
of their folly, and prevented them from throwing 
up their commiffions. 2% 

On the 2gth of Apfil, fir Robert Barker *- 
wrote again to lord Clive, acquainting his lord- 
fhip with his more full conviétion of the deter- 
mination of the officers, and with the meafures 
he was purfuing, not only to fhake it, but to pres 
vent any alarming confequences, when it fhould 
come to an iffue, altho’ hitherto no difpofition to 
snutiny had appeared among the private men of 
his brigade. This could not fail giving fatisfac- 
tion. But lord Clive was under fome uneafinefs 
@n account of the garrifon at Monghyr, where he 
had reafon to think the whole fcheme had been 
originally planned ; and fir Robert Fletcher’s fi- 
Jence. added. much to his anxiety, for it was now 
the 4th of May, and the only letter he had re- 
ceived from that gentleman upon the fubject, was 
dated the 25th of April; he therefore thought 

roper to repeat his former injunctions, that fir 
Robert Fletcher fhould inform himfelf of the 
names.of the principals, and of as many particu- 
lars as poffible relating to the affociation ; direct- 
ing him at the fame time to take the moft effec- 
tual means of fecuring the fidelity of the fuba- 
dars, or commanding officers of the black troops, 
in cafe the European foldiers, or the feapoys, had 
betrayed any fymptoms of difaffeGtion. However, 
before thefe inftructions were difpatched, a letter 
arrived from fir Robert Fletcher, dated the 1ft 
of May, enclofing one to him from 42 of his offi- 
cers, together with a copy of his anfwer, and ale 


* See Appendix, Na 17. ° 
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fo a letter to him from fir Robert Barker, all 
which may be feen in the Appendix, No. 18, 19, 
20, 21,22. The letter from the officers was ac- 
companied by their commiffions, which they re- 
quefted fir Robert would keep, til an aniwer 
fhould arrive from thofe who had the power of 
granting their demands ; and-in the mean time 
they aflured him, that as they refigned from 
principle, they refalved to ferve without pay of 
any kind, ull the 16th. 

This actual refignation of the officers of the 
rft brigade no longer permitted lord Clive ta 
doubt, that the other two brigades would withy 
hke punctuality camply with the terms of. the 
affociation. A fupply from Fort St. George, and 
bkewife the afiftance of the free merchants, be- 
came immediately neceffary. The letter in the 
Aippendix, No. 23, to the gentlemen of councik 
at Calcutta, enclofing the officers addrefs to fir 
Robert Fletcher, was therefore difpatched with- 
out delay. The next day (5th May) a letter from 
fir Robert Barker, dated goth April *, informed 
‘Tord Clive, that on the 2oth the officers of hrs 
brigade bad made him acquainted with their refo- 
lution to refign their commifiions qn the firk of 
May, though they were willing to ferve withoug 
either pay or batta till the 15th, by which time 
they. fuppofed lord Clive would reach Patna, or 
write his anfwer to their demands. Sir Robert 
Barker, after having affembled the officefs, re- 
prefented to them, that the crime they were come 
mitting was no lefs than mutiny and defertion s 
and ‘that he hoped,. for their own fakes, they 
would reflect upon the confequences, and relin- 


quifh a project, which, if perfifted in, would 


© See Appendix, No. 24. ° 
certainly 
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tertainly bring Ttuin and difhoiout upon there 
felves.—Ar yuments of this kind, from a com- 
manding ae univerfally beloved; could not 
fail making fome impreffion on their minds ; but 
at the clofe of the conference they declared, 
s¢ That they were folemnly bound and engaged 
‘sé with che other brigades, to offer their com- 
‘© riffions on the ift.of.May, and that they 


« could not be of.” .- |. | 

Sir Robert Barker,, having been informed that 
the men at Monghyr had expreffed their refolu- 
tion to mutiny; repeated fo. lord Clive'his. appre- 
fion of it, and mentioned. alfo an information he 
had received, that a fum to the amount of 
140,000 rupees, neat (£. 16,000 fterling) was 
fubfcribed: for the officers by the gentlemen of 
— Calcutta. 

Thefe circumftatices it was thought neceffary 
to communicate to the council *, not only that 
they might be apprized of, the progrefs of the 
combination, but that they might exert their ene 
deavours to difcover thofe gentlemen in the civil 
fervice, who had granted fuch large encourage- 
tnent to the mutinous difpofition of the army. 

Lord Clive then acquainted fir Robert Fletchet 
with fir Robert Barker’s doubts concerning the 
men of the 1f{t brigade+, charging him to.a& 
with all poffible circumfpection, and authorizing 
him to engage the attachment of the non-com- 
thiffion seca GF affurances of reward, if he 
fhould.fee a neceffiry of putting their behaviour - 
- to the teft; he further direéted him to make fuch 
heceflary preparations as could be ‘made without 
creating fufpicion, for detaching the troops in 
_ {mall parties at a moment’s warning, and with 


8 See Appendix, No. a5. + See Appendix, No. 26. 
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tne like caution to collect boats for conveying the 
officers to Calcutta; fince he was determined, 
that if he found them refractory, on his arrival at 
Monghyr, they fhould be forced to depart with- 
in 24 hours. AA letter of the fame date, and to, 
the fame purport, was alfo difpatched to fir Ro- 
bert Barker *. : 

By a letter of the 2d of May, fir Robert Flet- 
cher acquainted lord Clive, that he was convinc- 
ed no difturbance could happen, even if the 
troops knew the conduct of their officers; bute 
that however, for the fake of amufement and a 
frefh fubje& of converfatton, he had marched 
half the brigade to the diftance of two miles from 
the fort, under pretence of reducing fome ftrong 
mud forts at Carrucpoor. In anfwer to this, lord 
Clive ordered him immediately to fecure the cap- 
tains who had been moft active, and to fend them 
down prifoners to Calcutta +. 

The fentiments of the officers of the 3d bri- 
gade, who were abfent upon detachments, were 
not certainly known; but between 50 and 60 of 
 thofe prefent, in cantonments at Bankipore, kept 
ftrictly to their engagement. On the 1ft of May 
in the forenoon, fir Robert. Barker received the 
following laconic epiftle from his adjutant ; 

ss Sir, 

«¢ The enclofed letters were juft now broughe 
«© to me; one of them, directed to you, I fend 
“ by defire of the officers of the 3d brigade; the 
‘© other, I believe, you will think not improper-. 
© ly added. 

s; T am, fir, 
“6 Your moft obedient humble fervant, 


“¢ May rft 1766. F. Robertfon, adjutant.” 


* See Appendix, No, 27. ¢ See Appendix, No. 28. 
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The letter directed to fir Robert. Barker, which 


Wir. Robertfon enclofed (and which fir Rabert re-. 


turned *, with an affurance that he would put the ~ 


feverity of military law in execution, if any man 
fhould mifbehave) was Gigned, ‘* Officers of the 3d 
Brigade.” Itcontained a repetition of their griev- 
ances, and terms of future fervice, fome expref- 
fions of perfonal regard for the colonel, and a 
readinefs to aét as volunteers, and obey orders, 
tH] che 15th of the month, when they expected to 
be made acquainted with lord CJive’s definitive 


anfwer. The other letter, which Mr. Robertfon — 


mentions to be ** not improperly added,” was the 
pacquet of commiffions, together with his autho- 
gity for fending them ; which was as follows ; 


To enfign Robertfoa. - 
s¢ Sir, 

ss We defire that you will, before 12 o’clock 
£¢ s0-day, fend our commiffions to fir Robert Bar- 
4° ker, colonel of the 3d brigade, together with 
«¢ the enclofed letter, | 3 
§© May if 1766, ‘* We are 

§* 11 o'clock, Your obedient fervants, 


{ A, M, Officers.of the 3d Brigade.” 


Sir Robert Barker had before fufpected what 
was now fufficiently certain, that the adjutant was 


a principal and active member of the affociation.. 


He therefore jntimated to him ypon the parade, 

that be fhould order him down wo Calcutta ; in 

confequence of which intimation, Mr. Robertfon 
thoughs fit to write him the following letter ; _ 

ss Sir, 
© J did not well underftand what laft you fpoke 
¢ to me on the parade, whether it was, that you 
" @ See Appendix, No, 29. 
(C | s* meant 
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‘¢ meant to fend me a, prifoner to Calcutta, of 
§° that you expected | would o becaufe you de- 
se fired ‘it, If the firft, *tis well 5 ‘if the latter, I 
«< muft a¢quaint you that’l, without-having done 
$© any thing anmilitaty or improper, refigned the 
‘6 -fervice’ this morning, releafing myfelf from 
‘© military orders. You accepted, examined, but. 
f* chofe to return the commiiffions, *moneft-which 
‘© mine was‘one. If Ihave done wrong, | muft 

be brought before the civil power, having 
S° freed myfelf from all military reftrictions, | 
‘“* To leave this immediately will'be ta, lofe, 
all that 1 am worth’; fo that *cwill be néce lary 
to fend me a prifoner, that | may know where 
ff to apply, heresfter for réftitution. ~~ 

7 ‘¢ Tam, Sir, oO 
** Your obedient ‘humble fervant, 


F. Robertfon," 


This ‘tetter did not intimidate fir, Robert Bar-— 
ker from-jorcing Mr.:Kobertfon, and three other, 
ringleaders, to proceed immediately to-Cafcuttd 5 
a meafure which‘contributed mucti to- the pre- 
ferving good order and diftipline in ‘his brigade 
till the r5th of May... -.> ee 

As the affairs of the army were now , become 
very critical, lord Clive déttrmined th leave the 
bufinefs at the city ubfnithed;to'fhe management” 
of. Mi.:Sy Kes, ‘arid to: maréh' With all pofible’ ex: 
pedition so, Monghyr, which ‘place he’ propofed 
reaching on-the rath at fatéft. “Oh. the evehing 
of.the:6th he accordingty fet out: from’ Mutajy), 
accompanied by general Carnac, andthe few of- © 
ficers belonging to the body-guard and efcort of 
feapoys. Majors Champion and Polier, and cap- 
tains Smith, Pearfon, and Martin, who . were. all - 
the officers that could be collected at fo fhort no- 

4 | ‘ tice, 
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tice, and whofe attachment to the fervice, as well | 
as: fteady adherence to difcipNne, might ‘fecurely 
be relied-on, were ordered forward, to proceed 
with the utmoft hafte to the affiftance of fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher. 

Lord Clive, that night, at Sydokbaug, rz 
miles from: Mutajyl, received a letter from fir 
Robert Fletcher, dated’ 3d’of May *, acquaint- 
irio him; that! «* he had ufed'every argument ih’ 
«< his powercto perfuade the offiters to a: change 
“ of conduét, but that they had feverally told 
<¢! him, they were determined to abide by what 
s¢ they had done?” By an etclofed letter to his! 
brother, a captain at Madrafs, (open for his‘lord- 
fhip’s perufal) it appeared, that’ the gentlemén' 
intended’ to write to their militaty friends at’Fort: 
Saint George, to prevail’ upof them ‘té ‘ré-. 
ject all: propofals that might be’ miade for their | 
rémoval to Bengak © This {chéthe' was’ evidently’ 
calculatéd''te-bring ‘additional’ diftrefs upon thé” . 
government) and thereby to’compel lord Clive’ 
ito térms'of' atcommodation. -But in order to: 
counterd& ‘the meditated mifchief, a letrer’ was” 
immediately difpatched to thé council at Calcue:! 
ta}; requefting they“ would, ‘fér''a time, ftop all. 
private ‘lettérs‘to and from ‘Madrals, except {uch ’ 
af cottld not'bé fufpected to'relaté to’ the combr ' 
nition. And; as'a communication of fentimehts, ’ 
frérisoneé part.of the army: to ‘another, niight’ at 
this jun@ure' pfove extremely dangetous, it) was! 
farther ‘propofed, that the like’cautton fhould be’ 
ufed at the poft-office at Calcutta. ae 

During the néxt day’s journey, lord Clive had 
afr actount'frdim“fir Robert Fletcher, that he had” 
again remonftrated to no purpofe with the gentle- 


"© See Appendix, No. 30. 4.8ee Appendix, No. 31. 
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men of his brigade ; that they were rather mere- — 
inflamed; that they flattered themfelves theis 
Jetters to Madrafs would have the defired effect ; 
and that it was now artfully infinuated, a mutiny 
of the men was already planned, and would ine 
evitably happen, if the officers fhould be difmiff- 
ed. .A copy of this letter, together with his lords 
fhip’s an{wer, is entered in the Appendix, No, 
32 and 23.—No.. 34 1s an extract of a. letter 
from lord Clive to fir Robert Barker, the 8th of. 


ay, 

The day following, lord Clive learnt from fir. 
Robert Fletcher *, that he had fent to Calcutta a: 
captain and a lieutenant +, upon fufpicion of their - 
having been the moft active in forming the come. 
bination; but that he was perfuaded every pre-e - 
caution had been ufed to conceal the principals, - 
The gentlemen however of this brigade, as well 
as of the 3d, ftill continued to do duty, though - 
their refolution in the main point was not. alter- 
ed ; and by the converfation of the latter, fir Ro- 
bert Barker underftood, that upon his refufing to 
accept their commiffions, they had tent them by 
the poft to Calcutta; nor was he deceived, for 
on the 2d day’s march, lord Clive met an exprefs . 
with a very large pacquet, addreffed to the go, - 
vernor and council, which upon being opened’ 
was found to contain the commiffions of that. bri. 
gade, together with a general letter of refigna- 
tion, cated the 1ft of May. Lord Clive detained 
the commiffions in his own cuftody, and forward. 
ed the letter to the board. } | 

' During thefe tranfactions, the council at the 
prefidency had recejved, and taken into confi, 


¢ See prone No. 35. ; 
+ Note, This gentleman was lately appointed tothe rank of 
factor in the civil fervice at Bengal, © “- 
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deration, the committee’s difpatch of the 4th 
(Appendix, No. 23.) The affociation of the of- 
ficers being fully confirmed, and thofe of the 
firft brigade having actually tendered their com- 
miffions, the board unanimoufly refolved, agree- 
ably to an intimation given them by lord Clive, 
that a letter fhould be written to fir Robert Flet- 
cher, or officer commanding at Monghyr, ex- 
preffing their fenfe of fuch an extraordinary and 


| pnwarrantable proceeding; authorifing him to 


accept Of as many commiffions as were offered, 
and to order down to Calcutta, within the {pace 
of 24 hours, every man who had refigned the’ 
fervice; fince no confidence could prudently be 
placed in the zeal of thofe who had deferted their. 
duty in a manner fo inconfiftent with the charac 
ter of officers and gentlemen *., They farther re- 
folved, that the faid letter fhould be tranfmitted 
through the hands of lord Clive and general 
Carnac, in order that it might have fanétion of - 
their names, and that an exprefs fhould be fent 

to the prefidencies of Madrafs and Bombay +; urg- 
ing the neceffity of their united efforts to affift 
Bengal in this emergency, and requefting they 
would, without lofs of time, embark all the officers, 
cadets, and others, that could poffibly be fpared,, 
agreeably to the former letters from that board. 

_ dn the mean time, the council, in confequence 
of the requeft of the committee, applied to the 
free merchants, requiring them to give their af- 
fiftance on the prefent defection of officers, till 
the vacant commiffions could be filled up. Afta- 
nifhing as it may appear, it is however an incon- 
teftable truth, that out of near one hundred of 
thefe gentlemen refident at Calcutta, neither dif- 


9 See Appendix, No. 36, + See Appendix, 37. . 
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qualified by ape nor infirmity, two only were 

found who would accept commiffions upon this 

very important’ occafion, notwithftanding they 

knew the fervice intended was merely parade: 
duty; that.even this would laft but-a few weeks 5 

and that the faith of the governor and council! 

was pledged to dilow them the privilege of trade; 

duty free ;:and to recommend them to the Coure- 
of Directors for a more effential reward ‘of: their. 
attachment to the Company’s welfare*#; The 
trifling excufes made by fo confiderable a num- 

ber of thofe gentlemen, amounted at leaft to an- 

approbation of the conduct of the: officers, if it” 
did not confirm the truth of theinformation, that’’ 
a fubscription was raifed in Calcutta’ for the fap: ° 
port of the military combination. 

On the roth of May lord'Clive and general? 
Carnac received, at Siccaragully, the letter-fronr- 
the council.to the officer commanding | at Mon+- 
ghyr+.. This they immediately figned; and-dif- ° 
patched to fir Robert Fletcher, withé fome: pri- - 
vate inftructions for his condu&ti A‘ copy of? 
it’ was at the fame time fent to fir Robert Barker, : 
that he might-intimate to the offfcers-of' the 3d4 
bfigade, the unanimous refolution' ofthe board” 
upon the proceedings of thofe of che’ 1ft §: 

Onthe rithaletter arrived from coldnel Sinithi- 
dated 99th of April, advifing, that'a confiderdtle : 
detachment of the Morattoe < arniy’ Was in motion s~’ 
that they had advanced down the fouthern “(Hote 
of the Jumna, oppofite to the territdties’ of Co-" 
yah; and that Ballagarow, one of the chiefs, with 
fixty thoufand horfe, was arrived at Culpy, where 
he, was collecting a large number of boats. - This’ 
Jetter was addrefied to the feleét committees bat’ 


* See Appendix, No. 38. + ‘See Appendix, 36; ° 
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the critical ficuation of: affairs would admit of no- 
dejay.in the reply; and the colonel was-evidently- 
et unacquainted with the intended defertion of: 
his officers.: Lord Clive therefore hefitated noc: 
to.invett him with full authority to a&t, im refped- 
to forming alliances with neighbouring princes, 
in fuch manner as the emergency of affairs might- 
require ¢: and as the refignation of his officers, 
. at thetime.of the enemy’s nearer approach, might 
be attended with the moft fatal confequences, his 
lordfhip impowered the colonel,- provided he. 
fhould judge that the troops were ripe for mu- . 
tiny, and thereby find himfelf reduced to the 
utmofl extremity, but under no other circum- 
ftances whatfoever, to make terms with the mal- 
contents. . 

This. day ‘and the. hext, lord Clive received 
farther. accounts from fir Robert-Fletcher, ex- - 
preffing the higheft opinion of the fidelity of his 
troops, infomuch that, “he would ftake his life 
s.upan their good behaviour, notwithftanding! 
“‘ the apprehenfions. entertained by fir Robert: 
‘© Barker.” He obferved, that the worft which 
could.happen was a mutiny amongft the Euro- 
peans, who were fo inconfiderable in ‘number, 
that he would put every man of thenrto:death by - 
the feapoys, before they ‘could get a cartridge- 
from the magazine, or indeed before they -could™ 
form.themfelves under: arms, his ow quarters ‘be- 
ing fo near the barracks; that he could almion 
overhear. every thing that paffed. of 

Confident as thefe affurances were, lord Clive - 
thought it expedient .to. purfue his journey with - 
the utmoft expedition, although the hear at this ~ 
feafon of the year was fo infupportable, that 


} See Appendix, No. 41. 
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many of the men: had already died upon the 
march; but it was neceffary to reach Monghyr, 
if pofible, before the departure of the officers ; 
and he was now within one day’s journey of the. 
place, when early in the morning of the 13th, 
his progrefs was delayed by a fudden fall of wae 
ters from the mountains, which carried away a 
‘bridge that had been thrown over a branch of the 
river he was obliged to pafs; the ftream of which 
was now fo extremely deep and rapid, that it 
could not be forded, even upon elephants, till 
- ate in the evening. A whole day was thus un- 
avoidably loft +. Repeated advices however from 
fir Robert Fletcher flattered his lordfhip, that 
no difturbance would arife among the troops in 
garrifon : he hoped indeed that the officers would 
remain quiet til his arrtval; buc at all events fir 
Robert could not now be much diftreffed, as the. 
gentlemen who pufhed forward from Mutajyl 
were already arrived to his affiftance, and the let+ 
ter from the governor and council contained fufs 
ficient inftructions for his conduct. 

On the rath, fir Robert informed his lord- 
thip t, that he had begun the embarkation of the . 
captains, and had appointed a furgeon’s affiftant, 
2 cadets, anda fergeant, to af as enfigns, in or- 
der tg convince the fubalterns that the brigade 
would not be entirely deftitute of officers. Soon 
after, upon the receipt of lord Clive’s letter of 
the 13th, he invited the gentlemen to do duty 4 
day longer. - But fome of them began now to be 
very troublefome; and appeared to intend en- 
camping till the arrival.of their aflociates from ang 
other brigades§. — 


"+ See Appendix, No. a | t See Appendix, No. 43¢ 
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The defcription of affairs at Monghyr has, to 
this period, been collected only from fir Robert 
Fletcher. It may, however, be not improper to 
take a view of them from the officers who were 
detached thither from Mutajyl. . 


On the arrival of thefe gentlemen at Monghyr, 


the 12th of May, about g o’clock at night, chey 
were furprifed to hear the grenadier’s march beat- 
ing, and then the réveillé. When they came to 
fir Robert Fletcher’s quarters, they there found 
half the European regiment afflembled, and fing- 
ing, and the drums beating. 

The next day they feverally vifited the officers 
of their acquaintance, in hopes of prevailing up- 
on them to relinquifh the difhonourable projet 
they had fo rafhly engaged in, or at leaft to con- 


tinue doing duty till the arrival of lord Clive and — 


general Carnac. 


They reprefented the infamy and the ruin that 
would attend them, if they fhould in this manner 
defert the fervice: that a combination to refign 
their commiffions all on the fame day could be 
confidered as no lefs a crime than mutiny: that 
if the foldiers fhould be tempted to follow their 
example, the mifchief would not end without 
bloodfhed, and the murther of many of their 
countrymen: that Jord Clive came firmly refolv- 
ed not to yield up the point to them, and would 
rather fuffer death than condefcend to make 
terms with a fet of men who were endeavouring 
to abolifh all military difcipline and fubordina- 
tion. They farther remonftrated, upon. the in- 
gratitude of their behaviour to his lordhhip, who 


had lately given to the amount of near 70,000 1. — 


+ A legacy of five lacks of rupees bequeathed to lord Clive 
‘by the old nabob Jafier Ally Cawn, who died three months be- 
fore his lordthip’s arrival at Bengal. 
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es afund for the fupport of-all officetsiand nent 
who fhould be difabled, or worn ott’ in the ~ 
- fervice, -and likewife for the maintenance of ‘their 
widows. aan 

In anfwer to thefe arguments the officers de 
clared, that they were folemmly bound to quit 
the brigade, whatever might be the confequtrice: 
that they had imagined unanimity in the mea- — 
fure muft have enfured fuccefs; but that; could 
they have fuppofed lord Clive fo inflexible, th 
would never have formed the combination. ‘Tha 
as to his lordfhip’s generous. donation to thé 
army, they were efitirely ignorant of it, fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher not having communicated to therf 
a fyllable of the matter; and that, had they Been 
informed of it, gratitude, as well as felf-intereft; 
would certainly have prevented their prefent con« 
dua&. They then alledged, that fir Robert hime 
felf originally fet this combination on foot, art- 
fully making them the inftruments of an oppofi- 

_tion to, lord Clive’s government:- they acknow: 
| Jedged the probability ef a mutiny amoneft the 
foldiers, but declared, at thé fante time, that 
fhould it happen, they would exert their utmoift 
endeavours to quell ic. Several of them, parti- 
cularly captain Goddard, lamented the want of 
an opportunity to acquaint lord Clive and gene- 
ral Carnac with the part fir Robert Fletcher had 
acted, in beginning and promoting this unfor- 
tunate affair; but defired major Chatnpioh, and 
captains Smith and Pearfon, would not fail to re- 
port their affertions, the truth of which they faid 
they were well able to prove. 

On the 13th, major Champion and captain: 
Pearfon were ordered out tothe camp at Car- . 
rucpoor, two miles from Monghyr fort. The 
reft of lord Clive’s detachment of officers —, 
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ed ingarrifon, to be ready in cafe of a mutiny of 
the Europeans, which began now to be appre- 
hended. At eleven o’clock at night, two batta- 
‘liens of feapoys were marched, under command 
of captain Smith, tothe exercifing ground, where 
they lay upon their arms till morning; when the 
captain propofed to fir Robert Fletcher, that 
they .fhould return to their own patade, not only 
as it commanded the principal gates, but as de- 
tachments could be more readily made from 
thence to different parts of the garrifon; and 
that, in order to obviate any fufpicion, it fhould 
be given out, that lord Clive being hourly ex- 
pected, it was neceflary to keep the feapovs ia 
the fort, left they fhould ftraggle, and not be 
quickly drawn up on his lordfhip’s arrival. ‘This 
advice was immediately followed. 

In the afternoon captain Smith received an or- 
der from fir Robert Fletcher to get the two bat- 
talions under arms, and to march with all pof. — 
fible expedition ta the European barracks, the 
foldiers having mutinied. The captain had 
neither fubaltern nor fergeant to affift him.-—-One 
of the refigned officers happening at.that moment 
to come on the parade, the captain ordered him 
to: take the command of one of the battalions, but 
finding that he hefitated to obey, he turned from 
him, and gave the command of it to: a black 
commandant, taking charge of the other himfelf, 
As the mutiny was not unexpected, he had pre- 
wioufly taken a view of the ground near the bar- 
Facks. Adjoining .to thefe is a hill, whereon 
ftands the faluting battery; which he was appre- 
henfive the mutineers would endeavour to feize. 

, To avoid any fignal of his approach, he gave or- 
ders that the battalions fhould march in the pro- 
foundeft filence. Initead of proceeding the com- 
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tion toad, round the hill, he got up the back of” 
it, and fuddenly took pofleffion of the battery, 
by which means he had the full command of all 
the barracks. . The foldters had a&tually got un- 
der arms, intending to follow’ their officers, and 
the artillery were preparing to do the fame; bur 
the appearance of thofe two battalions of feapoys, 
with fixed bayonets, threw them into fome con- 
fufion, of whith captain Smith took the advan-. 
tage, and told them he would immediately fire 
upon them, if they did not retire peaceably to 
their quarters. Sir Roberc Fletcher alfo, who 
was now arrived,’ harangued and diftributed 
money amongft the mutineers, and gave likewife 
to each of them two rupees. They affured him 
they had been made to believe that he was to head 
them, otherwife-not a man would have thought 
of turning out; adding, that if that was not the 
cafe, they would, not mind their officers, but live ~ 
and die with him alone. Whilft fir Robert was 
talking to the men, feveral of the officers came 
_ andtold him, that as they heard the Europeans 
had mutinied, they were willing to offer him 
their affiftance. This he refufed, and ordered 
them all to quit the garrifon within the fpace of 
two hours, under pain of being fent off with 
guards. Before fix o’clock they accordingly de- 
parted ; tree only of the whole brigade were 
left, two of whom were then confined to their 
beds. Sir Robert Fletcher’s own account of this 
laft tranfaction appears in his letter of that night 
to lord Clive, in which is the following very ex- 
traordinary paragraph: 

«¢ Some have been very troublefome, and pare . 
ticularly thofe whom | have all along fufpected, 


tT See Appendix, No. 45. 
and 
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aiid whofe confidence I ufed évery art to gain 


“in January laf, when I heard that the whole were 
‘ to form a planof quitting the brigades without giv> 
“¢ ing any warhing. I even went fo far as to ap- 
© prove of fomé of their [chemes, that they might do 
‘< nothing without my knowledge.” - Aftet -perufal 
Of this, it will naturally be recollected, that thé 
€arlieft intelligence given by fit Robert Fletcher, 
of thé combination of his officers, was in-his leéra’ 
ter tolord Clive, dated 25th April, fix days only: 
before the day of refiynation. 

In the morning of the r5th-of May, lord Clive 
and general Carnac arrived at Monghiyr, where 
they were immediately informed of all the cira 
cumftances above related. Sir Robert Fletcher the - 
fame day took an opportunity, in converfation 
with lord Clive; to repeat the matter of his letter 
to his lordfhip of the 14th of May, above quoted. 
But upon this fubject, lord Clive, for reafons ' 
which will hereafter be mentioned, did ‘not 
think proper at that time to exprefs any cuffacit- 7 
faction. 

Orders were ifftied that hight for the wuele: 
brigade to be drawn out next day, lord Clive ‘in-- 
tending to review them. Early in the morning of- 
the 16th, he accordingly went to the parade,’ 
where the mén appeared in very good order, but’ 
with very few officers. The European foldiers- 
tequited his firft attention ; he therefore addreffed ’. 
himfelf to them in the ftrongeft terms: he repre- 
fented to them the heinoufnefs of the crime their 
officers had committed; explained to them the 
grounds upon which the difaffection had arifen; 
informed them that the double batta was merely 
an occafional extraorditiary allowance, and nevet 
till now looked upon, much lefs demanded, as a 
tight ; that the withholding it was an act of the 

Dp Com. 


a 


, ¢ 34} 

Company, the governor and council having thereitr 
only obeyed the pofitive commands of the Court. 
of Directors; that the combination which the 
gentlemen of this brigade had formed, to refign 
the fervice altogether on, the fame day, was no 
lefs a crime than mutiny, for which the ring- 
.. leaders would certainly undergo the feverett. 
punifhment that martial law could inflict; and, 
that moft of the inferior offenders fhould be fent. 
‘away to England by the firft thips of the enfuing: 
feafon :—he further obferved to them, that he. 
was himfelf a foldier, and had always been a friend 
to the army; that he had lately given a very. 
{trong inftance of his regard both to the officers, 
and private men, having eftablifhed a fund for. 
the fupport of all thofe who fhould be incapable . 
of duty, or worn out; and alfo to the widows of 
thofe who fhould die in the fervice. He con- 
cluded with. exhorting them to behave with -regu- 
_ larity and fobriety, and to do their duty as fol- 
diers, till the arrival of officers, who were then 
on the road to Monghyr. | 

He then fpoke by an interpreter to the feveral . 
battalions of black troops, and highly applauded | 
them for the inftance they had fo lately given of - 
their fteadinefs and faithful attachment to the. 
Company; he diftributed honorary rewards to the 
feveral commandants and non-commiflioned offi- 
cers, and ordered double pay to be iffued to the. ~ 
private men for the months of May and June.—= 
The whole brigade was much pleafed with thefe 
marks of regard from the commander in chief; 
exprefied their fatisfaction and gratitude with de- 
cent acclamations ; and when they were difmified 
from the parade, retired without tumult or dif- 
turbance to their quarters, 
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A detachment of feapoys was the next day fent 
out in queft of the officers who had refigned, and 
were now encamped within a few miles.of Mon- 
ghyr, intending to wait the arrival of their affo- 
ciates from the other brigades, and confult to- 
gether upon the unexpected defeat-they had al- 
teady fuftained. Lord Clive fufpecting their in- 
tentions,' gave orders that they fhould immediatee, 
ly proceed to Calcutta, and affured them, that if 
they did not depart quietly; the detachment 
fhould convey them away by force. This mef- 
fage had the defired effect, and the detachment 
foon returned to the garrifon, with an account 
that the malcontents having divided themfelves 
into {mall parties, were all gone towards the 
prefidency, fome by water, and fome by land. 
Several fubalterns from the out factories, who 
had not joined in the combination, and who had 
received lord Clive’s orders. to repair to Mon- 
ghyr, were by this time arrived, and ten or twelve 
others were expected in a very few days from . 
Calcutta. 

Affairs being thus happily fettled at Monghyr, 
lord Clive and general Carnac refolved to proceed | 
oh the 17th to Patna, from whence they cauld 
the more eafily convey affiftance to colonel Smith, 
whofe critical fituation required their principal at- 
tention. Inthe meantime, they fent forward a 
few officers to fir Robert Barker, with orders, in 
cafe their prefence fhould not be abfolutely ne- 
ceffary at Bankipore, to march on with all poffible 
expedition to Allahabad, where they would re- 
ceive farther orders from colonel Smith: 

. Neither the officers nor the men at Bankipore 
behaved in fo tumultuous a manner as thofe at 
Monghyr. The refignation indeed took place at 
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the fanie time; but a much greater proportion 
of officers remained with fir Robert Barker than 
with fir Robert Fletcher, and fo much cooler had 
they grown upon refle€tion, that many more 
‘would have returned to their duty, had they not 
_been apprehenfive that forme of the ringleaders 
would be called to an account by a court mar- 
tial; at which thofe who retracted might be oblig- 
. ed to officiate, contrary to the oath that bound 
them to protect the lives of each other*. As to 
his European regiment, it confifted chiefly of 
new recruits, who fhewed not the leaft difpofition 
to be troublefome,—his chief deficiency was in 
artillery officers. He therefore took the com- 
mand of that corps himfelf, and likewife of a bat- 
talion of feapoys. Luieutenant-colonel Chapman, 
an officer of great experience and addrefs, was 
very inftrumental in preventing a total defertion 
of fubalterns, and in preferving difcipline amongtt 
the Europeans in the cantonments, whilft major 
Grant took charge of a confiderable divifion of 
the brigade which fir Robert Barker had pru- 
dently detached, upon the firft intimation he re- 
ceived of the intended refignation. 

Ic 1s now time to give an account of the tranf- 
ations at the camp in the lines of Serrajepore, 
under the command of colonel Smith, who being 
in a very critical fituation, at the eve, as was 
imagined, of a battle, and at a great diftance 
from that relief which the other brigades might 
ebtain, laboured under peculiar difficulties. 

On the 6th of May, all the officers in camp, 
two only excepted, wrote to the colonel for 
leave to refign their commiffions, fome demands 


, * See Appendix, No. 46, 
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ing their difcharge immediately, others on the rf 
of June+. His aftonifhment at fuch extraor- 
dinary conduét, and the refolution he immediate- 
ly came. to, are expreffed in his letter to the felect 
committee, and his general orders iffued out that. 
day, of which the following are copies. 
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** Serrajepore, 6th May, 1766. 


‘© My Lord and Gentlemen, 


‘© With furprize and concern I acquaint you, 
that the major part of the officers of this detach- 
ment have wrote to me for leave to refign therr 
commiffions: fome have demanded their dif- 
charge immediately, others at the expiration 
of the month. I tranfmit you a copy of the or- 
ders of this day, which will fhew in lively co- 
lours my opinion of this tranfacétion; in the 
mean time | requeft your immediate anfwer 
concerning this event, with your inftructions. 
ss The officers of the garrifon at Allahabad 
have alfo figned a reque(t of the fame nature ; 
but as it was fmuggled to me, without coming 
through the proper channel, I fhall return itto 
them ; however it ferves to convince me that 
this is a general difaffection. 

“© If all the officers of this detachment had de- 
termined to turn about on their colours, it 
fhould have had no effect upon my meatlures. 
The field officers, and fome two or three others, 
who have not forgot what they owe to their 
own hanour,: muft exert themfelves with more 


_alacrity. I have the honour to fubfcribe my- 


felf, with much refpect, &c. | 
s* Camp inthe linesof  ,, Richard Smith.” 


+ Note, all thefe officers, being in the field, and without the 


provinces, were in the receipt of the double batta, 


D 3 General 


' 
‘ 


wv 


6 
¢ 
¢ 
6 


wn“ 
a wn ry a 


wn 


¢ 
‘ 
% 
< 
‘ 
¢ 
$ 


aA a n 
nA a“ wr non wr a a” wr 


Af a nn 
w“ wn Tr 


a wn 
a n 


“aA A A 
nw w n°” 


* countrymen.” 


( 38 ) 


General orders given out by colonel Smith, at the 


camp in the lines of Serrajepore, 6th May, 
1766. : 
‘© The colonel cannot find words fufficiently 


' ftrong, to exprefs his aftonifhment at the con- 


duct of all thofe officers, who have applied to 
him for leave to quit the fervice at this particu- 
lar juncture, at a time when an enemy’s army, 
and that army fo numerous, 1s encamped at no 
great diftance from us. Thisis a behaviour 
fo foreign to every'thing that has the leaft 
connection with honour, that the colonel 
blufhes to’ find his countrymen can fo readily 
facrifice their own reputation to any private 
views or confiderations whatfoever: when thefe 
honourable motives have no longer any influ- 
ence, the fervice of fuch officers is by no means 
defirable. Captains Scott and Auchmuty, 
captain-lieutenants Clifton and Black, lieu- 
tenant Ellerker, and enfign Maverly, having 
requefted leave to refign, are ordered to pro- 
ceed to Calcutta directly. All thofe officers 
who have been pleafed to fix the sft of June 
as the period of their fervices, fhall have an 
anfwer before that day: in the mean time the | 
colonel cannot but remark, that thofe officers 
who have requefted leave to refign their com- 
miffions, have fet a moft extraordinary ex- 
ample to the black troops ; and the colonel, 
by their conduct, will be reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of placing that confidence in the fide- 
lity of the black officers, which hitherto had 
been properly repofed in the zeal of his fellow 


"6 Richard Smith.” ’ 


Colonel 
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Colonel Smith’s letter, accompanied with a 


copy of the above orders, came to lord Clive’s 
hands on the morning of his arrival at Monghyr: 
his lordfhip’s anfwer, and approbation of the co- 
Jonel’s conduct, will appear in the Appendix, 
No. 47. and No. 48. | | 

On the 7th May, colonel Smith received the 
- following fecter from the officers in camp: 


To colonel Richard Smith, commander in 
} 2 chief, &c. 
sc Str, . . 

“© When afperfions, unmerited, ungenerous, 
and unjuft, are publicly caft, with evident in- 
tentions to blacken the reputation of a corps, 
who have by length of fervice, and the moft 
ardent zeal, eminently diftinguifhed them- 
felves for their beloved country, the honourable 
‘< Company, and their own honour; and who 
have repeatedly been witnefs to the vanity of 
endeavouring, by reprefenting the moft fub- 
miffive and moft confiftent with the character 
they are determined to maintain, of hoping the 
leaft. redrefs or profpect of relief from griev- 
ances infupportable to their minds, it behoveth 
them, in vindication of themfelves, to make 
this public teftimonial, that neither the fup- 
pofed enemy, which they defpife, nor the de- 
fign of injuring their ‘honourable mafters, 
which they hold dear, has the leaft tendency, 
nor was the {malleft motive conducive to the 
requeft of any individual of this corps, for li- 
berty to refign a fervice, which, with the ut- 
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fot that happinefs, which is the only end of their 
being in more hofpitable climates, when even 
s* hopes are annihilated here. Can it therefore 
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be expected, that any ties can be more bipde 
ing than the ties of nature ; or that freedom, 
and the defire of that liberty we inherit from 
our fathers, can be denominated difhonour or 
reproach ? But though firmly affured of the 
juttice and probity of our proceedings as indi- 
viduals, we cannot behold, without fomething 
more than farrow, the public orders of the 6th 
inftant, which, as they can be productive of 
no. compunction in minds fatished with them- 
felves, we humbly think, that whatever part 
of them was intended to ftigmatize us with 
difhonour, had much better been omitted: 
as this is a point every gentleman will find tog 
hard to reconcile to his own breaft, we are 
forry we are obliged to. give this inftance of 
gratitude to the fervice, at the peril of lofing 
that honour, which, than life, is to a foldier 
more dear. Inthe mean time we will adhere 
to our duty, in the manner each has fignified 
for himfelf: byt to continue fervice without 
confidence, yea, without honour, as by impu- 
tation we are at prefent fuppofed, were, in 
reality, to be what we are thought, and to 
merit what we do not deferve. We defire 
therefore that this may be forwarded to the 
honourable prefident and council, that by no 
mifreprefentations we may yet fuffer in their 
efteem ; and are ftill with the greateft refpedct, . 


eS SIF, 


¢ 7th May, ‘¢ your moft obedient, 
f° 1766. ‘* humble fervants, 


“© David Scott, — capt. 
«© A. Forbes Auchmuty, — ditto, 
‘ Ch. Clifton, — capt. lieut. 
Alex". Black, — ditto. 
oe oR, Eller- 
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cc, Ellerker, : a lieut, 
s¢ C. Maverly, — enfigh. 
“© Alex’. Dowe, —. capt. 
*§* John Buckley, — enfign, 
s© Rob‘. Brooke, — lieut. 
s* W™. Vertue, — lieut, 
5° W™, Benton, — hieut, 
“¢ James Nicols, — capt, 
s¢ W". Fenwick, — lieut, 
‘© John Jones, ome lieut. 
“* G. B, Eyres, — lieut, 
«© Rich’. Rice, — enfign. 
«¢ Matt. Nail, — 2d. lieut, 
sc Hen. Lidele, — hieut. f. art. 
«© Denis Fieldhoufey — — enfign. 
«© Dan’. Dow, — _—_— enfign. 
*¢ Gab‘. Harper, — lieut. 


<*’Gab', Johnftone, — _— enfign,” 


To this the colonel returned the following an- 


{wer ; 
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General orders.—Camp in the lines of 
Serrajepore, May 8th, 1766. 


¢¢ As the firft point of honour in all officers of 
the army fhould be fidelity to the ftate they 
ferve, fo no private confiderations can excul- 
pate or extenuate the conduct of thofe officers, 
who can fo far forget their duty as to form an 
affociation againft their fuperiors, more efpe- . 
cially at a time when the troops are employed, 
and poffibly actual fervice may happen. The 
colonel is therefore invariable in his opi- 
nion, and thinks fuch conduct is foreign to 
every thing that has the leaft conneCtion with 
honour ; a this reafon, thofe officers Pi 
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“ fixed fo fhort-a-period to their -fetvices, were 
** promifed an an{wer before the end of the month. 
¢ The colonel has received a letter, figned by 
the major part of the detachment. When offi- 
cers forget what they owe to their own honour 
and the public fervice, the colonel is by na 
means ‘furprized they fhould forget the refpecd 
due to him; therefore'as captains Dowe and 
Nichols, lieutenants Eyres, Benton, and Jones, 
«« had acquainted the colonel with their inten- 
“‘ tions to refign at the end of this month, he 
“* now directs thofe officers: to proceed without 


“© delay co Calcutta. | 
‘¢ Richard Smith.” 
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In-:the afternoon of the day whereon this laft 
general order was iffued, lieutenant Vertue came 
to colonel Smith, and defired leave to refign his’ 
commiffion immediately. The colonel told him, 
that by the general order ofthe 6th, he was pro- 
mifed an anfwer before the end of the month, 
and that he certainly fhould have an anfwer be- 
fore the expiration of that period; but that he 
would not permit him to refign. After fome al- 
tercation, lieutenant Vertue told the colonel, that 
if he would not accept his commifiion, he fhould 
be under the neceffity of leaving it with him, 
He accordingly laid down his commiffien upon 
the table, acquainted the colonel he had done fo, - 
and took his leave, 

Colonel Smith finding the liewtenant had ac- 
tually lefe the camp, took the neceflary meaftres 
for ‘his being apprehended, that he might be 
brought to:a ‘trial for difobedience of orders and 
defertion. He was accordingly put in arreft on 
his arrival at Patna. The fentence pafied — 

= im 





( 48 } 

dim by the general court-martial will be heneafter 
mentioned. | 

Colonel Smith, on receipt af lord Clive’s let 
ters of the 2gth of April, and the 2d of May, 
made public his lordfhip’s fentiments, together 
with thofe of the committee in their letter to the 
council at Calcutta; and recommended to majer 
Smith, the officer commanding at Allahabad, to 
ufe his utmoft influence to bring ¢he efficers in 
garrifon to a proper fenfe of their duty, dif- 
patching to them at the fame time the follows 
ing remonftrance from himfelf upon the fub- 
ject : 


To the captains and fubalterns of the fecond 
regiment of infantry, in gatrifon at Allaha- 
bad. 
‘© Gentlemen, | . 
“¢ If the public-fervice could poffibly difpenfe 
with my abfence from the camp, moft affured- 
ly { would repair to Allahabad ; for I cannot 
‘© read your letter to me, wherein you declare 
“< your intentions of refigning your commiffions, 
ss without feeling the utmoft concern: as I can- 
* not-therefore affemble you together in perfon, 
“ I muft-take this method of offering my fenti- 
“ ments. I entreat of you, gentlemen, for your 
§¢ own honour, for my honour, and for the ho- 
“¢ nour of the regiment, to weigh well this mat- 
** ter; view it I befeech you, divefted of preju- 
“¢ dice, and fuffer not yourfelves.to be trifled 
with againft your better judgment. I have 
tran{mitted major Smith, the commanding of- 
ficer at Allahabad, the fixed determination of 
lord Clive and the committee, with fome other 
papers relative te this matter, which he will 
- com- 
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«© communicate to you. It is impoffible for me 
“© to fee, without the moft alarming reflections, 
_ © all thofe inevitable confequences which muft 
** enfue, if ‘you perfift in this improper meafure. 
s* J conjure you therefore, not wantonly to aban- 
‘¢ don your fair profpects in this fervice ; and as 
«: I have not yet tranfmitted your requeft to the 
“‘ committee, I cannot receive a jufter’fatisfac- 
<> tion than a defire from you to fupprefs it. 

“ To my fituation in the field you are'no 
s* ftrangers ; let me but hear you are again fteady 
<‘ in your duty, and I fhall fend orders for ma- 
«© ny of you to join me with the utmoft expedi- 
tion, that if the enemy fhould attempt to en- 
*¢ ter thefe provinces, we may fhare the honour 
s* of defeating their intentions, | 


nr 


6¢ Wich real regard I am, 
s© Gentlemen, 
** your moft obedient, 


«© humble fervant, 
© Head quarters in the lines of 
*¢ Serrajepore, 12th May, 1766, 


¢¢ Richard Smith.” 


This letter, inftead of prevailing on the officers 
to proceed no farther in their unmilitary refolu- 
tions, ferved only to exafperate them the more, 
and drew from them the following intemperate 
reply: : 

To colonel Richard Smith,, 


‘s Sir, 
«; Your letter addreffed to us, and that 
‘© of the honourable committee to the coun- 
«< cil, have been made public to us by the 
** major this morning; and we are no ways 
: : | *¢ furprized 








¢ 
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*' furprized, that after the infamy you have 
«‘ attempted to brand us with in the order 
“© of the fixth (May) you -fhould entertain .the | 
mean opinion of us, that we fhould be 
frightened from any refolutions we have .al- 
ready teftified tothe public. The temerity of 
an order of this kind is what principally fur- 
prized us, as we can conceive no good end it 
would anfwer to the fervice, while oppofite 
confequences may be evident ; you have there- 
fore put it out of our power to render the ho- 
nourable Company thofe voluntary fervices we 
had before offered ; fo that we are come toa 
final determination of proceeding downwards, 
‘© as we plainly perceive, by your not tranfmit-_ 
‘“¢ ing our letter to the council, that we are trifled. 
with ; and we are unanimoufly refolved to fet: 
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<6 out for Calcutta the 2oth inftant. 


* We are, fir, 
“¢ with due refpect, 
“© The Gentlemen of the 2d Regiment.” 


The colonel’s letter to lord Clive, inclofing the 
above, is inferted in the Appendix, No. 49. 
Upon this new declaration, that they would 
frot-continue to ferve after the 20th of May, major . 
Smith found himfelfina very difagreeable fituation. 
Every captain and every fubaltern of the Europe- 
an regiment, lieutenant Delafield only excepted,’ ” 
were concerned in the combination, and many of 
them behaved in fuch a difrefpectful and cur’ 
bulent manner, as convinced him they were ra-« 
ther inclined to promote, than difcourage a mu- 
tiny of the men. _ Their letter to the colonel 
above quoted, was by the major deemed of fo in- 
folent 4 nature, that he intended to have put them. 
ot all 
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ail in arreft ;.but he was informed, that if redid; 
they. would make the foldiers take up arms againft 
him, as they Had already engaged the men im 
their caufey Under thefe circumftances, he judged: 
it'neceffary- to difpatch an exprefs to Serrajeporey: 
‘for an old battalion of feapoys; which he had 
long commanded, and whofe behaviour:he knew? 
might be relied on in any cafe of emérgencyi- 
This battalion; under the command of licutenane? 
Brooke, petformed the march with furprifing ex: 
_- pedition : in two days and fix hours they: reached? 
_ Allahabad, which is-one hundred and four mies: 
diftant from the lines of Serrajepore, arriving fee: 
veral hours before the time fixed upon by the 
officers for evacuating the garrifon. Mayor Smith 
had by this time brought feveral-of then toa mare’ 
proper fenfe of their duty, and they all agreed to 
ferve, according to their frft propofal, to the end 
_of the month. This moderation of temper how: 
ever did not long remam generat. On the 22d 
lieutenant Manfell, and enfign North, came to 
him, as-deputies from the corps, defiring him to 
difmifs lieutenant Peek from the employment of. 
adjutant, and to turn him away ‘from his table ; 
and when the major defired to know the: reafon . 
of this mutinous and unfoldierlike meffage, they 
replied, that Mr. Peeke had retracted from his 
‘engagement with them, and was no longer a man 
of honour. Major Smith, enraged at this addi- 
tional inftance of difaffection, immediately cons _ 
fined lieutenant Manfell and enfign North, and 
ordered lieutenant Delafield and lieutenant 
Brooke to get the eighth. battalion under arms 5 
he then went himfelf and put all the officers of the - 
garrifon in arreft, except four; telling them, he 
expected they fhould:within an hour make a pro- 
per. fubmiffion for the affront they had offered to 

| , : bis. 








| (Say ) 

his authority ; and that, if they prefumed to break. 
their asreft, or attempted to raife any difturbance: 
in the fort, the feapoys fhould have orders to put, | 
every.one of them to .death.—This {pirited beha-. 

viour produced an immediate fubmiffion, and he, 

foon releafed them all, except the gentlemen of: 

the deputation, and four others. whom he eROUBHE, 
proper. tq fend prifoners to Patna, 

While the officers at Allahabad were thus pre-. 
vented from. carrying matters to exfremities,, 
colonel Smith, by the like means, fecured tran- 
quillity incamp. Entertaining no doubt of the; 
fidelity of. the black troops, and perceiving that: 
no good was to be expected from the generality; 
of the. Kuropean officers under his command, he: 
difmiffed above half-the corps, and ordered them , 
to proceed tq Calcutta, 

On the 20th of May; lord Clive and general Car-. 
nac, arrived at the cantonments at Bankipore, . 
where, as has already been mentigned, the de-. 
fection Jhad not -been- attended with much incon- 
venience, fince many of the officers of the third 
brigade, althoygh they had refigned their com- 
miffions, continued. neverthelefs to do duty.—. 
AH thefe, therefore, at the interceffion of fir Ro-. 
bert Barker, lord Clive confented to reftore. 

Intelligence being brought, that thofe who had 
left the cantonments were ftHl hovering about 
Patna, a party of feapoys was fent out to order 
them.to depart immediately to Calcutta; and as .- 
the officers from Serajepore and from Allahabad . 
were. upon the road, detachments were placed at 
proper ftations, to obferve their motions, and to.. 
prevent their raifing difturbances in the country. 
Lord Clive at the fame time. wrote to the French 
and Dutch chiefs of Chandernagore and Chinfura, . 
informing them of what had pafied, and i | 

then 
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thier not to fuffer any of the Englith officers td 
take refuge in: their factories. To fir Robert 
Fletcher he fent orders, that not a man from the 
fecond or third brigade fhould, on any pretence 
whatfoever, be permitted to enter the gates of- 
Monghyr ; and to the council at Calcutta he re-- 
commended, that a watchful eye fhould be kept’ 
upon the conduét of the officers after their arrival 
at the prefidency ; and that, if they attempted-to 
foment difturbances, they fhould be all confined’ 
in the new fort, until the Europe fhips fhould : 
be ready to receive them on board. In the mean: 
time, as many of the principals of the combina- 
tion as could be found, were put under an arreft; 
in order to take their trial as foon as a general : 
court martial of field officers could be fummoned. 
The temper of the fecond brigade alfo was now ° 
much altered. The officers whom lord Clive had 
fent forward to Allahabad, on their arrival, receivs 
ed orders from colonel Smith to join him at Sera- ° 
jepore ; but there happily proved no occafion for - 
their fervice.—The fate of the combination at’ 
_Monghyr and Bankipore foon became publicly - 
known at Allahabad and in camp. ‘The gen-' 
tlemen of the fecond brigade were now convinc- 
ed, that the fcheme for the recovety of the dou- - 
ble batta would prove ineffectual ;. they faw tha€ 
Jord Clive would not yield to their demands ; 
that colonel Smith was not afraid, even in -his 
critical fituation, to truft wholly to the fidelity 
of the black officers ; that fome of their affoci« 
ates were in arreft for mutiny and defertion; that 
many others were to be fhipped off for England ; 
that a {trong fupply would foon arrive from Ma- 
drafs, and that in the mean time the field officers 
of each brigade, with the affiftance of the few 
captains and fubalterns, who ey atimely fub-.. 
miffion 
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 fififion Were reftored to the fervicé, could keep 
the whole army in good order and difcipline.—= 
Thefe confiderations; added to the reflection 
that their fortune and reputation, if not their 
lives, were dt ftake; prevailed upon them not to 
quit their brigades at:the time agreed. upon, but 
to folicit forgivenefs and reftoration.—-They ac- 
cordingly made all poffible fubmiffion for the 
irregularities they had been guilty of; and re- 
quefted permiffion to eontinue in the fervice. 
Colonel Smith, who had.authority ftom lord 
“Clive to pardon thofe whom he wished to retain 
in his brigade, reinftated all who had behaved © 
‘with moderation, and who were hot in other re- 
Specs unworthy of favour, = 
Repentance and humiliation now became gé- 
neral. Letters of recancation arrived from almoft 
every officer; each acknowledging the rafhnefs 
and crime of the late affociation, and each folicit- 
ing permiffion to return-to his duty—few of the 
fubalcerns had any other means of fubfiftence, 
than their commiffions in the company’s fervice, 
and many of them were very young men, who 
had been inveigled, ot rather forced, into the. 
combination by their elders; for when the ring- 
Jeaders failed tn the art of perfuafion, they fcru- 
pled not to have recourfe to violence, threatening 
fome with the eternal obliquy of their brother 
officers, and others even with death, if they re- 
fufed to refign their commiffions : tendernefs and 
compaffion therefore took place of the rigour of 
military difcipline ; all the enfigns, many of the 
lieutenants, and feveral even of the captains, 
were re-initated in the fervice ; but, in order to 
‘prevent any future combination, it was at the 
fame time given out in public orders, that every 


officer who had refigned, and was reftored, _ 
- & ¢ 
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be obliged to execute a contract, not to quit the 
fervice under a certain limited time, without giv- 


ing a year’s notice. 


With regard to thofe who had deferted their 
duty in the field at Serrajepore, feveral of them 


_ were kept in arreft to take their trials ; and others, 


whofe conduct had been in a lefs degree excep- 
tionable, were ordered to hold themfelves in rea- 
dinefs toembark for Europe. Many of the va- 
cancies were in a few weeks filled up by officers 
from the Coaft, who were admitted according to 
the rank they held on the Madrafs eftablifhmenr, 
fo far as not to prejudice any of equal rank in Ben- 
gal, who had not refigned their commiffions. 
The.army was thus in a manner new modelled, 
and, we may venture to affert, became foon as 
complete, with refpect to good officers and dif- 
cipline, as any army of the Company in India ever 
was before that period. 

The happy iffue of this confpiracy is not to be 
attributed to the refolution of lord Clive alone: 
an oppofition of fuch a dangerous nature, abet- 
ted and encouraged as this was, by many gentle- 
‘men in the civil fervice, and at a time when the 
provinces were threatened with an invafion, could 
‘not have been overcome, had not the meafures 


fuggefted by his lordfhip been fteadily purfued, 


and unanimoufly fupported, by the council. 


_ Much alfo is to be attributed to the activity and 
.firmnefs of the field officers of each brigade, 


without which all the efforts of government would 
probably have proved unfuccefsful. Thefe gen- 
tlemen, as has been obferved in the courfe of the 
narrative, feverally exerted themfelves in fup- 
preffing the tumultuous difpofition of the officers 
under their command, and alfo in preventing a 


‘mutiny of the foldiers, which feemed. almoit the 


natural 
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hatural confequence of a defection of the captains 
and fubalterns. Nor would it be proper to dif- 
mifs this fubje& without remarking, that the fate 
of the Eaft India Company depended at that time, 
and will ever in a great meafure depend, upon the 
attachment of the native difciplined troops, which 
indeed is nut to be fufpected, fo long as they are 


regularly paid, well commanded, and treated with 


humanity. . 

To what lengths the military geritlemen, had 
they fucceeded in the firft inftance, would after- 
wards have extended their demands, can {carcely 
-be conjeGtured ; but ic has been confidently af- 
Serted, that, befides the reftoration of double bac- 
_ ta, the officers intended to infift upon three other 
points. . | 


1ft. The abolition of the new covenants, con- 


cerning the receipt of preferits from the princes of 


the country ; 


2d. The annihilation of the powers of the fe- 
Je€&t committee: and | 


gd. A folemn promifée from the governor and 
‘council, arid a ftahding order of the board, 
that none of the officers in Bengal fhould, in 
future, be fuperfeded by any others appointed 
by the court of directors fram England, or from 
either of the Company’s fettlements in India. 


Jt is not to be imagined, that all thofe officers 
who were now excluded the fervice, and directed 
.to leave India, readily complied with the orders 
for embarkation. Some there were who deter- 
mined to refift: amongft thefe were Mefirs. Duf- 
field and Robertfon, two of the ringleaders of the 
combination in the third brigade. In the month 
of Auguft, when'they received orders to embark 
upon the Lord-Camden, then under difpatch for 
a 132 Furope, 


ae ee 
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Europe, they fent a remonftrance to the board ; 
fetting forth, that they fhould be greatly diftreff- 
ed; if driven to the neceffity of leaving India be- 
~ fore they had fettled their private affairs; and — 
that therefore they neither could nor would com- 
ply with the orders. They alfo delivered in a 
proteft, declaring the board refponfible for the 
confequences of enforcing obedience; Mr. Ro- 
bertfon at the fame time reprefenting, that the 
il ftate of his health would not admit of his mak- 
ing a voyage, without endangering his life. That 
there might be no doubt in this particular, the 
governor and council directed the principal fur- 
geons of the fettlement to vifit him; and the fub- 
ftance of their report was, that they did not find 
any objection on account of his health, to his 
going on board of fhip. 
Apprehenfive that the authority of the board 
would not be thus baffled, the gentlemen thought 
proper, as the laft refource, to fhut themfelves 
up in their houfes, and barricade their doors. 
Thefe means, they concluded, would effectually 
fecure them from the civil power; and as to mar- 
tial law, they defied it, becaufe they had been 
pleafed to refign their commiffions, and would 
therefore be no longer confidered as military men. 
The governor and council immediately taking 
into confideration the meafures neceffary to be 
purfued upon this occafion, came unanimoufly to 
the following refolutions, viz. 
‘© Refolved, that as Mefirs. Duffield and Ro- 
‘© bertion have, by their unwarrantable and mu- 
<< -tinous conduct in the late affociation, forfeited 
«¢ the privilege of refiding within the boundaries 
«© of the Company’s pofieffions; and have, in 
¢s defiance of the orders of the board, refufed to 
‘© embark on the Lord Camden for Europe, they 
‘S be 
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‘¢ be compelled to. embark on board the faid thip 
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fhip, that they may be conveyed to England, 
And although, from an act of the | 

of George the Firft, we derive a fufficient au; 
thority to have recourfe on this occafion to the 
civil power ; yet, confidering that Mefirs. Duf; 


field and Robertfon are military men ; and tha¢ 


the delays which unavoidably attend the pro- 
ceeding of the civil magiftrate in Calcuttg 
would be extremely dangerous to all law, good 
order, and government, at a time when the 


‘mutinous opinion, that the army is not fubjeé& 


to the articles of war, is fo induftrioufly pra. 
pagated and openly avowed: it is agreed, that 
the faid gentlemen be, without delay, appre- 
hended by the military power, and kept in con- 
finement as mutineers, until they can be eme © 
barked, when they fhall be fent on board the 
fhip under a guard. 

s¢ At the fame time the board think it a necef- 
fary caution, in the inftructions to be given 
to the officer who fhall be employed upon this 
occafion, to order him on no account to break 
open doors or windows to come at the perfons 
of Meiirs. Duffield and Robertfon ; but fhould 
he find them barricadoed in their apartments, 
and that they obftinately perfilt in refufing 
to furrender themfelves (as, from the informa- 
tion received, will moft probably be cafe) that 
he content himfelf with placing cenrinels round 
the houfe, fo as to prevent an efcape, and 


to hinder any perfon or provifions going in to 


them. . | 
‘© Thefe are determined upon as the mott 
moderate means of enforcing the above 
refolution of the board; and the right ho- 
nourable the prefident is defired to give the 

#B3 + necef- 
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*¢ neceffary orders for carrying the {ame inta 
© execution. i il 
‘© We cannot but be unanimoufly of opinion, 
** thac the mutinous condu¢t of thefe gentle- 
“* men, during the late treacherous combination, 
*© would alone have juftified the refolution of 
“* this day’s confultation: but we are farther 
** convinced of the propriety thereof, when we 
*© confider that the moft frivolous pretexts and. 
<‘ difingenuous artifices have been made ufe of, 
<< in order to evade the legal executive power of 
“‘ this government; that the moft audacious 
€¢ defiance has been publicly bid to ovr autho- 
‘c rity; and that the permitting thefe men ta 
“< continue in the fettlement would not only 
€* create any opinion, that every man has in him- 
<< felfa right, independent of the Company, to 
“< refide in India, but likewife greatly tend ta 
** the encouragement. and encreafe of that fpi- 
“sit of fedition, mutiny, and confpiracy, 
“< which has been raging throughout. the army, 
¢' and which it Is our indifpenfable duty, for the 
€* fecurity of the whole, by almoft any means ta 
€° overcome.” ) 
In confequence of the above regulation, a 
guard, under the command of a prudent officer, 
was appointed by lord Clive to apprehend Mefirs. 
Duffield and Robertfon, with the ftricteft or- 
ders not to force doors nor windows, but to watch 
‘gn opportunity to fecure the prifoners with as 
little violence as poffible. Mefirs, Duffield and 
Robertfon, fulpeéting the meafures that would 
be purfued, had laid ina fufficient {tock of pro- 
vifion to ferve them longer than they judged the 
governor and council would chufe to delay the 
difpatch of the fhip. In this fituation, therefore, 
they continued feveral days, when, having ob- 
tained 
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tained information that the Lord Camden had 
failed, they opened their doors, came forth, were 
apprehended by the guards, and put on ‘board 

e Ann floop, which conveyed them fafely to 
Madrafs, from whence they were fent, by the way 
of Bombay, to England. 

It has been afferted, and indeed there is no 
doubt, that fome of the gentlemen in the civil 
fervice, not only by their example and exhorta- 
tions, encouraged the officers of the army in 
every act of oppofition to government, but 
fubfcribed money for the maintenance of thofe, 
who might fuffer by the refignation of sheir com- 
miffions. | 

One of the principal fervants at a geotdinae | 
factory affured general Carnac, in confidence, 
that he had been appiied to by fome gentlemen 
in Calcutta on the occafien; and the officers at 
Monghyr and Bankipore in general declared from 
the beginning, that they depended upon a civil 
fub{cription equal to that which was to be raifed 
by the military. The council at Fort William 
exerted their utmoft endeavours to difcover the 
principal abettors of this fubfcription; but the 
correfpondence between the army and the prefi- 
dency had been carried on with fuch caution and 
ingenuity, that very few difcoveries could be 
made. Their letters of greateft fecrecy and ims 
portance were conveyed by. private pofts of their 
own, appointed-for that purpofe; and when they 
wrote by the public pofts, they wrote under co- 
ver to ladies, concluding that letters fo directed 
would neither be opened nor intercepted. The 
lefs cautious were contented to difguife their hand- 
writing, and omit figning their names, One of 
thefe anonymous letters is entered in the Appen- 
| E 4 dix, 
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dix, No: 50, and the proceeding of the council 
hergnpon 3 is as follows :. 


« Fort William, 2oth May, 1766, 


. §& Ataconfultation, prefent, Mefirs. Sumner, 


& Vereltt, Marriott, Watts, Ruffell, Alder- 
"fey, Kelfall, and F loyer. Lord Clive and 
*¢ general Carnac abfent up the country, 


-.€ An anonymous letter, addreffed to Jieu- 


tenant Farmer, at Bankipore, having been fent 
down from the army, is now produced to the 
boardand read, and appears to be dated from 
the New Fort the 6th of May; wherein the 
writer, with great freedom, takes upon him 


* to cenfure the condué of the governor and 


council, for the manner in which they replied 


“< to the ‘late remonftrance from the officers of 


“B-M-R-@WAR.- a 
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the third brigade; and containing fome other . 
very unbecoming reflections, tending to in- 
flame diffenfions at the prefent critical period, 

when the officers of the three brigades have 
entered into-a general affociation to refign their 
commiffions unlefs double batta be reftored ; 

the hand-writing of this anonymous letter be- 
ing compared with the different fets of bufi- 
nefs in the fecretary’s office, is found to cor- 
refpond exa¢tly with that of Mr. Grindal, one 
of the affiftants ; -who being called before the 
board, and afked if he wrote the letter, con- 
feffes it to be of his writing, ,acknowledg- 
ing himfelf to be very deferving of cenfure 
for fo imprudent a ftep, but entreats the board’s 

forgivenefs, as he declares the contents were not 
the dictates of his own fentiments, but merely 


¢ the refuls of what he had often heard in public 
¢ companies. 


“¢ Mr, 
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ss Mr. Grindal being ak to withdraw, and. 
** the queftion put, what cenfure thould be paff- 
§* ed ppon him for his mifcondué, ‘the aad are. 
Ss unanimoufly of opinion, ‘that Mr. Grindal ig 
highly deferving of being fufpended from the: 
§* honourable Company’s fervice, and it is accord- 
*€ ingly refolved, that he.do ftand fufpended untif 
*¢ the Company’s pleafure be known, | | 

<¢ And ordered, that the letter to Mr. Farmer 
*§ be entered after thefe minutes,” 


The language of Mr. Grindal, whe was wale 
an affiftant, or clerk, m the fecretary? s office, wilf 
not be thought farprizing, when even the fub- 
fecretary himfelf is found to have been guilty.of 
the fame fort of indifcretion- 

A copy of a letter from lord Clive and generat 
Carnac to the board upon this fubject, as alfo the 
letter therein referred to,. from the fub-fecretary 
to lieutenant Robertfon, adjutant of the third 
brigade, are inferted in the Appendix, No. 53 
and 52; and the proceeding of the council there- 
ppon was as follows : : 


ete Fort- William, oth June, 1766. 

f* Ataconfultation, prefent, Mefirs. Sumner, 

“© Verelit, Watts, Ruffell, Alderfey, and 

*© Floyer. Lord Clive and general Carnac 

« abfent up the country, Mr. Marriott 
‘s abfent. , 


s¢ The anonymous letter addrefied to lieutenant 

*6 Robertfon, enclofed in that received from lord 
‘© Clive and general Carnac, dated ggth of. the. 
¥* Jaft month, as appears‘on the face of the fepa- 
© rate proceedings, fuppofed to be the hand- 
s * writing of Mr. Higginlon, the fub-fecretary, 
2 s* being 
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being now produced and ae as entered here- 
after; he is called before the board, and being 
afked concerning .it, acknowledges the letter to 
have been written by him. 

‘¢ The board obferve on the contents: of this 
letter, that the writer feems heartily to. 
efpoufe the caufe of the military officers in 
the late combination, by wifhing them all the 
fuccefs they can defire. Mr. Higginfon, be- 
ing defired to explain his meaning, expreffed 
in the following terms, What will not am- 
bition and felf-intereft lead many men to do? 
he declines.it, thinking himfelf not under the 
neceffity of difclofing his private fentiments ; 
affuring the board, at the fame time, that 
he never entertained a wifh that might in 
the leaft tend to the prejudice of the Company’s 


affairs. 
«© Mr. Higginfon being then ordered to with- 


-draw, the board farther remark, that the tenor 


of his letter, now before us, is not only de- 
rogatory from his duty as a Company’s fer- 
vant; but highly difrefpectful in the perfonal 
reflections | he has caft on the board, and parti- 
cularly inconfiftent with the public truit he 
holds of fub-fecretary, which fhould have infur- 
ed his attachment and fidelity to the govern- 


ment, inftead of fuffering in him the leatt ten- 


dency to promote thofe diffenfions which’ have 

of late prevailed, and might have been attend- 

ed with the moft fatal confequence to the: Com- 

pany’s affairs. 

“© The honourable Court of Directors In: thei 

commands, dated the . 

have thought that the conduét of the 3 iunioe 

fervants- at this prefidency for fome time .paft, 

has been fo SACEDHOHAD IS: as tO grant us a 
; ‘* power 
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examples may be judged neceffary; and the 
board tnink Mr. Higginfon’s conduét, in the 
prefent inftance, independently confidered, is 
deferving thereof, But as Mr, Higginfon ‘has 
diftinguifhed himfelf by a diligent attention to 
the duties of his ftation fince he has been 
employed in. the fecretary’s office, and has 
ever borne a very favourable character, it 
is refolved, that he be fufpended only from 

the honourable Company’s fervice until the ‘ 
pleafure of the Court of Directors -be known, 
which the fecretary is ordered to fignify to him 
accordingly. | 
« Although the conduct of the civilians has of 

Jate been exceptionable in many inftances, the 
board could hardly bring themfelves to be- 
lieve, that the fpiric of party and difcontent 
would have hurried them fuch lengths as to 
encourage the officers in their unprecedented, 
meafures, by means of a fubfcription for the 
fupportof fuch as might refign their commif- 
fions, as has been confidently afferred by the 
officers themfelves. That the civilians have. 
been. active in promating the combination 
among the officers, has already evidently ap- 
peared by the anonymous letter Mr. Grindall 
acknowledged to have written to lieutenast 
Farmer, for which he was fufpended the fer- 
vice, and by the qther anonymous letter men- 
tioned by lord Clive and general Carnac, in 
theirs of the 29th of May, of which Mr. Hig- 
ginfon, the fub-fecretary, is proved to have 
been the author, and for which he has alfo been, 
fufpended from the fervice, as appears on the 


“ minutes of our proceedings on this day in the 


other department, - 
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« The board therefore:concur entirely in opt- 
“@ nion with lord Clive and general Carnac, that 
«¢ they fhall be juftified in opening all fufpici- 
cious letters, and in taking ich other meafures 
« asymay be moft conducive to trace fo criminal 
« g combination to its fource; and it is refolved, 
*< that. the authors of fuch letters, tn fupport of 
« fchemes by which the public fafety 1s endan- 
“* sered, a3 well as all others that may appear to 
« have been concerned therein, fhall be. proceed- 


ed againft in the fevereft manner.” 


' Amoneft the anonymous letter-writers, was ane 
ether gentleman, who thought fit to addrefs him- 
felf to the whole army, but more particularly ‘to 
the officers of the third brigade, on account of 
their-continuing with fir Robert Barker as vo- 
lunteers, after the time agreed upon for the ge- 
neral refignation, He accufes them of the folly 
of not engaging the affiftance of the men, which 
eould alone have fecured fuccefs, lord Clive hav- 
tng declared, that nothing lefs than a gen | 
of the foldiers fhould force him to comply wit 
the terms of the officers: he reproaches them for 
their daftardly behaviour in foffering Duffield, 
Robertfon, &c. to be fent to Calcutta; reminds 
them of the ridicule they would undergo from 
the gentlemen in the civil branch, if they fhould 
not obtain the ‘victory; and concludes with the 
recital ef a fictitious dialogue between lord 
Clive and general Carnac, which the author au- 
dacioufly afférts to be genuine, aud to have paff- 
ed within his hearing. An exact copy of this 
ingenious performance is inferted in the Appen- | 
dix, No. ‘53. © 
' Thefe, tt is prefumed, are fufficient fpecimens 
of the inflammatory correfpondence: of the in- 
folent 
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folent alfo, and the libellous, many inftances 
could be given. But it is time to enter upon 
more important points, 

Ic has aliteady been mentioned, that captain 
Goddard, and other officers of the firft brigade, 
accufed their lieutenant colonel of having been 
the firft inftigator of the crime which had involv- 
ed fo many of them in ruin. The mifchiefs of 
their enterprize were no fooner obviated, and dif 
cipline reftored, than fir Robert Fletcher’s con- 
duct became the topic of every converfation; and 
on the rgth of June lord Clive received the fol- 
lowing anonymous letter of which Mr. Bagot, fur- 
geon to the farft brigade, fome time after, ac- 
knowledged himfelf to have been the author. 

‘© Though an anonymous letter has but am in- 
*: different appearance, yet your lordfhip knows, 
«© that in fome cafes it may be the only channel 
through which truth can be conveyed. This 
‘* is particularly addreffed to-you, fir, being the 
‘© fountain of juftice, froni one who feels his. 
‘© own, and the hardfhips which many of his 
‘¢ brother officers are likely to fuffer on this oce 
“© cafion. Be it known then to your lordthip, 
‘¢ that we have been led into the refignation of 
* our commiffions, and therewith our whole fup- 
** port, by a man who now ftands behind the 
* curtain, dériding thofe miferies which his. de- 
luding arguments have brought upon us. The 
‘© plain matter of fact is this; that when fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher found a refignation was not like- 
ly to go forward by his private hints and en- 


“ mend it publicly, at a table of a dozen offi- 
cers; telling them, that. the brigade major, 
* and his aid du camp, fLould firft fer the ex- 
‘© ample; and that their difcontents, joined to 

“ that 


couragement, he at laft ventured to recom-. 
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that of the civilians, would inevitably depriva. 
your lordfhip of all power; adding, that he 
was well acquainted with the Madrafs coun- 
fellors *, who he was fure would all join again 
you. He farther attempted to raife our in- 
dignation, by faying that the army was infult- 
ed, their fervices rewarded with ingratitude, 
and that your lordfhip’s defign was evidently 
to reduce us to contempt and beggary : above 
all things he befeeched us to be fpeedy in thé 
affait, left the Europe fhips fhould carry home. 
the news of your lordfhip’s having accompliffi- 
ed what had been in vain attempted by former 
governors.—Your lordfhip’s impartiality will 
now clearly point out who was the more cul- 
pable; we for following the advice of our 
commanding officer, or he for leading us into 
this ruinous meafure, metely to gratify his pri- 
vate purpofes. Juftice dnd honour do now cal 
upon your lordfhip: you will not, nay you 
cannot, fupprefs a {trict enquify into this af- 
fair; the fate of many innocent people depend- 
ing upon it. You will then find what is here 
afferted confirmed beyond all doubt, with many 
aggravating circumftances. Your lotdfhip has 


been impofed on in the account of his conduct 


to the Ducarels ; it was he alone who endea- 
voured to promote a combination againft 


them, which, to your lordfhip, ’tis appre- 


hended, he made a meric to break. Such 
other inftances could be given your lordfhip 
of his duplicity, hypocrify, injuftice, and ra- 
pacioufnefs, as would make a man of com- 
mon honefty blugh to fee human nature fo de- 


* Note, Four gentlemen, whom iord €live and the fele& 


committee had been under the neceffity of calling from Madrals 
to fill up vacancies in council at Bengal. 


“ oraded 


( 63 ) 


*« eraded in this individual. If this relatior 


<s feems exaggerated, bring it to the teft.” 


Tn this, Sir Robert Fletcher had evidently an 
enemy, but not an accufer. Lord Clive paid 
little attention to the anonymous charge, though 
many of the facts therein afferted correfponded 
too nearly‘with the public report, and with pri- 
vate information. The following letter, how- 
ever, received a few days after from Sir Robert 
Fletcher himfelf, could not fait to convince his 
lordfhip, that the accufation, in general, was 
founded ‘upon truth. 


af My lord, 


‘¢ With great uneafinefs I learn, that reports 
“© have reached your lordfhip of my having afift- 
‘ed and encouraged the officers in their late 
<‘ combination; and I confefs my concern ts ag- 


‘S¢ gravated, when, by a mature confideration of — 


“my conduct, I find [ have acted with an im- 
* prudence that leaves matter, which, in the 


- “© hands of my enemies, might turn to my pre-e 


“judice; at the fame time that I could take a 


_ & moft folemn oath of my having aéted entirely 


‘“‘ from principles and motives that I then judged 
“ neceffary to the public good, and fuch as 
“would have been called good policy in a com- 
‘“ manding officer not furrounded, as I have been, 
‘* with a crowd of enemies, whofe province it-is 
‘to {natch up, to my prejudice, the very ex- 
‘¢ preffions which they themfelves know were cal- 


-* culated to deceive them, and which I hope my 


‘* Jatter conduct hath fufficiently proved, As for 
* the combination itfelf, ic was near the end of 
‘¢ April before I knew any thing of it. I con- 
*¢ demned it immediately as a mutinous aét, ufed 
* every endeavour to extricate all thofe from ir, 

6 ‘6 for 
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€ for whom I had any kind of regard; and wher 
«<I found I could not prevail, 1 informed youf 
«Jordfhip of all that 1 knew of their fchemes ; 


“contrary to a promife of fecrefy, on which ~ 


“< condition alone I found | could gain a know- 
*‘ledge of. their intentions. If the reports ¥ 
*« mention have prejudiced me in your lordfinp’s 
‘opinion, I earneftly requeft you will give me 
*‘ fuch information as may enable me to clear 
“© myfelf to the world and to you, whofe good 
*¢ opinion | fhould be highly concerned to forfeit, 
*s and to be difappointed in the end to which all 


‘¢ my endeavours to-promote the fervice have al- — 


‘sways tended. I have the honour to be, with 
“< preat refpect, &c. 

¢ Monghyr, | 
“ 23d June 1766. Robt Fletcher.” 


Sir Robert Fletcher, as well as all the reft of 
the field officers, who could be fpared from duty 
with the brigades, was at this tinie under order 
to repair to Patna, where the general courts mare 
tial were to be held, and where lord Clive in- 
tended to have a confultation upon military re- 


gulations and meafures proper to be purfued in. 


confequence of the late affociation. He there- 
fore thought proper to defer giving an anfwer to 
‘the above letter, till fir Robert Fleccher’s arrival. 
But in the mean time, the judge advocate ge- 
neral, at the inftance of captain Goddard, laid a 
regular information of mutiny againft fir Robert 
Fletcher, who was thereupon put in arreft the 
3d of July, the day on/which he arrived at Patna. 
However interefting the particulars of the ac- 
cufation againft this gentleman may be, our at- 
tention muf{t, for the prefent, be withheld by 
another extraordinary occurrence, of a different 
natures; 


_ that officer. 


po 
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haturé; of which lord Clive received intimation ~ 


a few hours after Sir Robert Fletclier’s atreft, by 
the following letter from the council. 


«© My Lord, | 
«* Having very good information that captain 
 Stainforth, of the firlt brigade at Monghyr, 
“* during the courfe of the late combination madé 
“ ufe of. threatening expreffions againft your 
** Jordthip’s life, of which we expect in a few 
‘© days to have an undoubted proof, when we 


6 fhall immediately communicate the circums 


‘© ftances to yout lordfhip, we are of opinion 
** that his perfon fhould be immediately fecured; 
‘and recommend to your lordfhip to take 
‘© meafures, without lofs of time, for that purs 
“ pofe. It was reported that another officer 
‘6 had been alfo concerned with captain Stains 
“ forth; but we have fince learnt that it was 
«* without foundation. 


oe ‘¢ We have the honour to be, &c.” 
Lord Clive, upon the receipt of this letter,. 
fent an order to the officer commanding at 
Monghyr, to fend captain Stainforth in arreft to 
Patna. | 
The proceedings of council on the rith of. 
July, of which the following is an extract, con- 
tain 4 full account of che charge exhrbited again 
‘© Ata confultation, prefent, Mefits. Sum- 
« ner, Vereleft, Watts, Alderfey, Mar- 
* riott, Roffell, Kelfail, and Floyer. | 
“¢ Mr. Verelft having in confulration the 24th 
“© of June communicated the information he had 


“© received of a propofal of captain Stainforth’s 
F *° £0 
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to affaffinate the right honourable the prefi- 
dent, now acquaints the board that in confe- 
quence of their defire, he has fince made the 
ftri€teft enquiry, and is concerned to find the 
charge againft captain Stainforth but too well 


fupported by very aggravating circumftances. 


.  #rom the furcher information he has now 
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obtained, it appears, that in the height of the 
combination, captain Stainforth had propofed 
to throw the die with any other perfon, to 


© make a facrifice of lord: Clive; that this pro- 


ofal was made in the prefence of Meffieurs 
Wilding, Petrie, Dunbar, and Hoggan, and 
feveral other officers, who, fhocked at fo hor- - - 
rid a propofal, defired Mr. Hoggan would go 
to captain Stainforth the next morning, and 
afk him whether he recollected to have made 
ufe of fuch an expreffion, and what he really 


‘intended by it: that fo far from denying, he 


not only avowed the propofal, but declared he 
continued in the fame mind. 

‘© That fome time afterwards, when a review 
was expected on his lordfhip’s arrival at Mong- 
hyr, captain Stainforth propofed to the adju- 
tant, that inftead of fpontoons. the officers 
fhould carry fuzils, which might give him the 
opportunity of getting rid of his lordfhip by 
a ball. . 

‘© Agreed that thefe particulars of the charge 
avainft captain Stainforth be communicated to 
lord Clive.” | 


Although the trial of this gentleman was pof- 


terior to that of Sir Robert Fletcher, yet, in order 
to ditmifs fo difagreeable a fubject, it is judged 
proper in this place to infert the fentence of the 


general court martial, which was as follows: 


ss The 
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«© The eourt having taken into mature confiders 
t ation the evidence for and againft the prifoner, 
© together with his defence, are unanimoufly of 
‘* opinion that he is guilty of the crime laid to 
és his charge; which they judge to be a breach 
é of the firft part of the third article of the fe- 
& cond fection of the articles of war. But the 
%s prifoner’s extreme backwardnefs to entér into 
‘< the combination having evidently appeared, 
and that the pfopofal, fhocking as it is, was 
mentiohed at only one particular point of time; 
alfo the evidence in fupport of the charge hav- 
ing depoled that they thotight him then either 
* drunk or miad} and it being plain thole evi- 
*« dences imagined that no accident could enfue 
from fo rafh a project, as the court have nor 
% heard that they made any fepojt to their. com- 
“© manding officer of it; __ . 

«© Thofe arguments, added to the prifoner’s © 
** former good character, prévailed on the court 
*© only to cafhier him; and he is hereby fentenca 
tt ed to be cafhiered.” : 


Thomas Pearfon, judge advocate. ; 
Richard Smith; prefident. 
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The fiatuie of the charge exhibited again fir 
Robert Fletcher, has already been touched upon ; 
but as captain Goddard’s information before the 
touicil contaihs a full relation of particulars, the . 
jubftancé thereof, it is prefumed, will noc be 
unfatisfactory. _ ms | 

‘© On the third of July, that gentleman de- 
*¢ livered into the board, a letter, wherein he 
‘© acquainted them that he thought it incumbent 
‘© upon him to trouble thém with the reafons of 
« his late coriduct in the refignation; affured 
F3 them 
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« them that he would not have entered into fuch 
«¢ a meafure, had he not been urged thereto by fir 
‘** Robert Fletcher, who was one of the principal 
s¢ inftigators of the whole, an affertion which he 
‘© was both able and willing to prove; that fir 


“6 Robert had reproached him with a want of 


** public fpirit, pointing out the readinefs even 
** of thofe who enjoyed double pofts, and private 


' & intereft, to join in the .affair, particularly lieu- 


*‘ tenant Bevan, (his major of brigade) whom he 
‘“s afterwards obliged to recant and break his en- 
‘¢ pagpement with the corps, in order to raife 
s¢ himfelf by their ruin; and that fir Robert Flet- 
‘¢ cher allowed lieutenant Bevan to draw private- 
‘* ly for the pay of feapoys, who never were en- 
'** tertained in his (captain Godard’s) battalion, 
““to the amount of goo i (or 112 1.) per 
«© month.” 

Captain Goddard was ‘then called upon by the 
board to relate the particulars of the charge ex- 


hibited tn his fetter: “whereupon he obferves, 


“6 that captain Roper, captain Parker, Mr. Ba- 


“got, and Mr. Watts, having been prefent 


‘¢ when the converfation: paffed with fir Robert 
‘Fletcher on the fubjeét of the affociation 
** among ft the officers, and the two former -being 
“* fhortly expected in Calcutta, he fhould be glad 
*¢ to wait their arrival before he enters into a 
“‘ particular detail. But being defired by the 
‘© board now to recite the moft material circum- 
“ ftances, he informs them, that foon after the 
‘© affociation was fet on foot, fir Rtchard Fletcher 
*‘ declared at captain Goddard’s table, that he 
“* was very much furprifed that he (captain God- 
‘© dard) had not joined in that affociation, as he 
‘* thought an officer of his fpirit would have been 
* one of the firit to bave engaged in it: towhich 

8 ** captain 
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*¢ captain Goddard anfwered, that he fuppofed 
<* Jord Clive had ordered the batta to be reduced 
<< in confequence of orders from the Company, 
¢¢ and that it was not an act of hisown; when fir 
‘* Robert Fletcher replied, he was fure thofe or- 
** ders were not pofitive, and that a general affo- 
“* ciation amongft the officers could not fail of be- 
‘© ing fuccefsful; that as a proof of the difinte- 
** reftednefs of the officers of his family, his awa 
«* aid de camp and brigade major had engaged in 
“*it,. Thefe circumftances he pointed out as an 
s° inducement to captain Goddard to join alfo in 
* the affociation, which to that time he had a- 
s* voided, by not frequenting the meetings of the 
‘© officers when it was in agitation, but being 
*¢ challenged in this manner after the affair had 
** become general, he was at length prevailed 
© upon to join with the reft. ; 

.“ Captain Goddard.alfo acquaints the board, 
© that a day or two before lard Clive arrived at 
*© Monghyr, when the officers were preparing to 
‘© come down to Calcutta in confequence of the 
*© board’s orders to fir Robert Fletcher, captain 
* Goddard defired leave to ftay, as he had fome- 
** thing of confequence to impart to his lordfhip ; 
“© but fir Robert Fletcher gave him for anfwer, 
s* that the orders af the board for fending all who 
‘* had refigned, to Calcutta, were fo pofitive that 
‘she muft depart with the reft. Captain Goddard 
‘** further fays, that in the firft orders he with 
s§ fome other officers had feparately received from 
6 Sir Robert Fletcher to come down, it was ex- ° 
“ prefsly faid, that unlefs he complied with thefe 
“orders before five o’clock that evening, he 
‘© fhould be fent down under a military force. 
$* Captain Goddard then informed the board, 
that on the 13th of May, major Champion re- 

: ne “* ceived 
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‘€ ceived a note, whilft he was at fupper, from 
© fir Robert Fletcher, which he communicated 
¢° to him (captain Goddard) wherein he expreffed 
‘s his apprehenfion of a mutiny amongft the fea- 
$* poys ‘of captain Goddard’s battalion, which 
*© major Champion had taken command of in 
‘«his room, to which he (captain Goddard) re- 
** plied that fir Robert Fletcher muft then be 
*s better acquainted with them than he was, as 
«© they had always fhewn a particular attachment 
€* to him (captain Goddard) and ‘that he would 
*‘ undertake to anfwer for their not engaging in 
‘© any defperate meafures. That the next morn- 
‘© ing when he went to the fort at Monghyr in 
‘© arder to prepare for coming away in confe- 
¢© guence of the orders he had received above 
«¢ mentioned, he difcovered the appearance of a 
‘* mutiny amongft the Europeans, and fir Robert 
«¢ Fletcher endeavouring to pacify them, in which 
“he offered his affiftance, but fir Robert told 
** him there was no occafion for it: that he then 
¢* went tothe place where the battalion of feapoys 
«he had lately commanded was quartered, and 
** acquainted major Champion with what had 
‘© happened in the fort, and offered to ftay with 
*¢ the feapoys to prevent any difturbances; but 
‘¢ major Champion told him there was not any 
‘© neceffity for it, as he had not difcovered the 
‘© leaft appearance of fuch intention among the 
“¢ feapoys. Captain Goddard then made known 
‘*to major Champion and captain Pearfon, the 
“* circumftance that had paffed between him and 
¢* fir Robert Fletcher, in order to exculpate him- 
“¢ felf; as he had fome reafon to fear his conduct 
‘¢ would have been impeached by him after his 
** departure, which he has fince heard was ac- 
*§ tually the cafe. | 

| . ‘* Mr, 
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“¢ Mr: Verelft then defired the following quef-. 
§* tions might be put to captain Goddard. 


ueftion. ‘* Did you. ever hear fir Ro- 
“‘ bere Fletcher fay, that the difcontents of 
“¢the military, added to thofe of the’civi- 
‘¢ lians, would deprive his lordfhip of all 
6° nower °” 


Anfwer. ‘I have heard fir Robert Fletcher 
‘‘ fay, that now would be the time for the officers 
“to pufh their fcheme, while the civilians were 
“ all in a flame; or words to that effeét.” 


Queftion. * Did you ever hear fir Ro- 
“‘ bert Fletcher fay, that the Madrafs coun- 
* fellors would all join againft his lordfhip?” 


An{wer. ** No.” 


Queftion. “* Did you ever hear fir Ro- 

“© bert Fletcher throw out any ‘hints, that it 

‘*¢ was his lordfhip’s intentions to reduce the 

_ “army to a ftate of contempt and beggary; 

*¢ that i¢ was infulted, and rewarded with 
** ingratitude ?” 


Anfwer, « No.” 


Captain Goddard being then defired to with- 
draw, Mr. Verelft informs the board, “ That he 
* hasreceived from lord Clive a copy of an anohy- 
“‘ mous * letter addreffed to his lordfhip, which 
‘he defires may be read and recorded, as the 
“* fubject of it induced him to put ,the above 
* gueftions to Mr. Goddard.” 


Sir Robert Fletcher, upon receipt of lord 


@ See page 61¢ 
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Clive’s orders for going in arreft, wrote to his 
lordfhip as follows, requefting‘he might not be 
‘tried by a court martial, but by the governor 
and council at Calcutta. - : 


«© My Lord, 

‘¢ Colonel Barker hath fent me orders from 
¢© your lordfhip, which | have juft now received, 
“‘ for my going in arreft; but I moft earneftly 
_ § © requeft your lordfhip will be pleafed not to in- 
«fift upon this, as 1 imagine it is intended ta 
¢* bring me to a trial for my conduct regarding 
“¢ the combination, but indulge me with the pri- 
‘“‘ vilege of repdiring to Calcutta, where I’ may 
¢© have the honour of being tried by your lord- 
‘“ fhip and the council, before whom I have 
¢* not the leaft doubr of clearing myfelf with ho- 
¢* nour and credit. The nature of my defence is 
*¢ fuch, as I would by no means wih fhquld come 
§* before a court martial here. - 


‘* T have the honour ta be 
‘with great refpect, &c. 
- # Patna, 3d July 1766, Robt Fletcher.’* 


To which lord Cliye returned the following 
an{wer. | 


“SIR, 


*¢ T have received your letter of this day’s date, 

*¢ You will not, I hope, entertain the leaft doube 
“** of my willingnefs to oblige a gentleman in your 
** fituation, in any requeft that can with pro- 
‘¢ priety be granted. But that of your repairing 
** to Calcutta, in order to be tried by the pre- 
‘“fident'and council, upon an accufation, your 
se exculpation from which depends merely upon 
: | s¢ military 
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s¢ military Jaw, is totally unprecedented, and 
ss therefore improper for me to comply with. 
ss That you may not however imagine that I in- | 
*¢ tend to take any other part, upon this occafion, 
«¢ than what my public ftation requires, be affur- 
s¢ ed that the court martial to be held upon your 
$< Jate conduct will be affembled by an order from 
<¢ the board, and the fentence confitmed or dif- 
approved of by them. 


6&© Meer Abfels, Jam, fir, &c. 
“6 3d July 1766. Clive.” 


&® 


nr aR eA A 


é 


This letter by no means anfwering his pur- 
pofe, he applied to lord Clive the day following, 
that a court of enquiry, confifting of the gentle- 
men of council, might previoufly fic upon his 
condu¢t. His letter was as follows : 


<¢ My lord, 


*¢ T have been honoured by your Jordfhip’s let- 
© ter of yefterday ; and although no precedent 
** of the like kind, perhaps from the want of op- 
‘¢ portunity, hath hitherto happened, yet 1 had 
fome hopes that my fituation might induce you 
‘© to comply with my requeft, which I made for 
‘* reafons that your lordfhip.and every fenfible 
§°> man cannot but admit, who knows the nature 
§° of courts martial in this country ; when they 
‘ are too often in a. great -meafure compofed of 
** gentlemen whofe-birth and former lives have 
given them no opportunity of acquiring an 
education fufficient to comprehend and to 
s¢ judge.in cafes that require the moft ferious 
‘s deliberations of men of knowledge and abili- 


‘a 
a 


# lities ; and-for the fame reafon, I beg your lord- 
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¢ fhip will permit me now to requeft, that a 
“© court of enquiry may firft be held, whereby 
“<< you, or the governor and council, may judge 
‘< whether I merit the difgrace of being brought 
“¢ to’a court martial, which, whether culpable or 
«© not, can never redound to my credit. 


«Tam with great refpect, 
<s Patna, - My lord, &c. 
$* 4th July, 1766, | Rob‘, Fletcher. 


That ‘a military officer fhould be tried under’ 
an article of war for mutiny, by a board of gen- 
tlemen acting in a civil capacity, was not only 
unprecedented, but would have been abfurd, if 
not impracticable ; nor would a court of inquiry, 
compofed of the like members, have been lefs 
Improper, fince the conduct of a military man is 
always to be judged of by the rules and cuftoms 
of the army, as well as by the letter of military 
Yaw. Lord Clive did not therefore make any re- 
ply to this laft propofal, but wrote as follows to 
_ the gentlemen of council, inclofing copies of fir 
Robert Fletcher’s letters of the 3d and 4th of 
' July, as alfo a copy of his anfwer to the former. 


<¢ Gentlemen, 

*¢ On the 3d inftant I had the honour to inform. 
¢© you of my having ordered lieutenant-colonel 
<< fir Robert Fletcher in arreft. I am now far- 
é* ther to acquaint you, that I have directed the 
‘<< judge-advocate-general to give him notice that 
“¢ the crime, for which he will be tried, 1s mutiny, 
«¢ Enclofed are copies of two letters which I-re- 
<* ceived from him fince his arreft; and alfo'a 
‘* copy of my anfwer to the one of the 3d inftant 5 
** to that of the 4th J have not thought proper 
: . ™ tg 


Uo | 
to reply. As it is very probable, that in the 
courfe of the examination by the court martial, 
it may appear that an intention to affect my 
honour and government was one of the firft 
motives of the late combinagion, delicacy for- 
*© bids my taking any pare that can poffibly bear 
s¢ the imputation of private pique, or perfonal 
s¢ refentment : I muft therefore requeft that the 
st warrant for holding a general court martial 
s© upon lieutenant-colonel fir Robert Fletcher, 
s* may be iffued by the prefident and council, and 
© the fentence be confirmed or difapproved by 
** them. | 
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& Myr Abfels, J have the honour to be, &c. 
fs sth July, 1766. - s¢ Clive.” 


Agreeably to the requeft in the latter part of © 
his lordfhip’s letter, a Warrant for.the trial of fir — 
Robert Fletcher, and likewife for the trial of fe- 
veral other prifoners then in arreft, was figned by 
the board and tranfmitted to Patna. Under this 
warrant, fir Robert Fletcher, captain Stainforth, 
captain Parker, and enfign North, were tried, 
and the fentences pafied upon them confirmed by 
the governor and council. 

The lenity which prevailed at the general 
courts martial upon thefe extraordinary trials, 
may perhaps be accounted for in the following 


manner. Inthe preamble to the act of parliay , : 


ment for punifhing mutiny and defertion of offi- 
cers and foldiers in the fervice of the Eaft India 
Company, acontract.feems to be implied as one 
of the obligations neceffary for fubyecting an of- 
ficer, even in.pay, to the rules and articles of 
war. The Court of Directors indeed have of 
Jate years thought proper to omit this form, os | 
2 what 
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what reafon we will not prefume to determine, 
but undoubtedly they were well advifed on that 
head, fince they cannot be fuppofed to have in- 
advertently fruftrated the gracious intention of 
the Iegiflature in go material a claufe, preferving 
only the authority to maintain an army, without 
the privilege of enforcing difcipline by martial 
law. Be this as it may, it is evident from the 
rife and progrefs of the combination, that the ‘ 
officers paid particular attention to the letter of 
the mutiny act, hoping fo far to avail themfelves - 
of the apparent limitation of parliament, as ta 
evade that juft feverity of punifhment, which 
upon fuch an occafion, in any other country, muft 
have been unavoidably infliéted ; and could we 
with propriety animadvert upon the fentences. 
- paffed by the general courts martial, we fhould 
be inclined to obferve, that the members them- 
felves muft have confidered the defeét we have 
here mentioned as a plea on behalf of the pri- 
foners, which, whether urged or not, might ren- 
der the legality of. their proceedings doubtful, — 
and which fhould therefore incline their judg- 
ment to the fide of mercy, even againft the full- 
‘eft conviction of guilt in the parties. Had it not 
been for this tendernefs, 1t is {carcely probable, 
that out of, fix officers found guilty of mutiny, — 
and other military offences, mot one fhould have 
been capitally convicted. Lieutenant Vertue of 
colonel Smith’s brigade, who was tried under 
Jord Clive’s warrant, for difobedience of orders 
and defertion, endeavoured to avai) himfelf of the . 
omiffion of a contract, protefted againft the jurif- 
diction of the court, and refufed to plead. The 
court however rejected the prifoner’s proteft, and 
proceeded to the trial. It was proved thar he 
received exprefs orders from his: commanding 
Officer, 
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officer, not to leave the camp ; that he difobeyed 
thofe orders, and on the 8th of May, deferted his 
duty ; that in his letter to colonel Smith of the 
6th of May, he agreed to ferve to the end of the 
month, [this was deemed a fufficient contract for 
that limited time] that he had figned himfelf as 
lieutenant ina letter of the 7th of May, addreffed 
to colonel Smith, by the major part of the officers 
of the Corah detachment ; that he was muftered 
as a lieutenant in the fervice on the 1ft of May, 
and that his pay for the month of May had been 
drawn for in the cuftomary manner. He was 
hereupon found guilty of the crimes of difobedi- 


ence of orders and defertion, and fentenced to be - 


cafhiered with infamy, by having a fword and 
efpontoon broke over his head, and a fafh cut in 
pieces before him, at the head of all the troops 
cantoned at Bankipore. 

When all the trials were finifhed, lord Clive © 
infifted that a form of contract, for binding the 
officers to ferve a certain time, fhould be exe- 
cuted throughout the army, excepting only by 
— thofe gentlemen who did not enter into the com- 
bination. Thefe he thought had a right to fuch 
a diftinétion, fince they had manifefted, by a ftea- 
dy attachment to their duty, at the time of the 
general infatuation, that a juft fenfe of honour 
was tothem a fufficient contract. The form pre- 
fcribed was ‘however voluntarily figned by them 
alfo; colonel Smith having publickly - invited 
them by his example: a letter from lord Clive 
and council tothe colonel upon this fubjeét, is 
' inferted in the Appendix, No. 54, and alfo a co- 
.py of the contract, No. 55. 2% 

It is now time to take a view of the proceed- 
ings of the general court martial, which fac upon 
| | the 
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the trial of lieutenant-colonel fir Robert Fletcheé 
for mutiny. © | 

Thomas Goddard, late captain in the firft regi- 
ment of infantry on the Bengal eftablifhment, be- 
ing duly {worn, depofed, that in. the latter enc 
of December 1765, or in January 1766, the fol- 
lowing was the fubject of converfation in a com- 
pany confifting of lieutenant-colonel fir Robert 
_ Fletcher, captains Roper and Parker, Jieutenants: 
Watts, Dunbar, Bevan, and Francis, and Mr. 
Bagot, furgeon, who dined with him in one of 
thofe months: that foon after dinner, to the beft 
of his recollection, the reduction of the batta, . 
and the memorial that had been prefented for the 
recovery of it, was the firft fubject fpoken on by 
fome of the officers prefent; upon which fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher faid, he thought they would have 
no effect, although the orders of the company ori 
that head were not pofitive; that lieutenant-colo- 
nel fir Robert Fletcher then declared, there was 
one method to recover it, and that was by a ge- 
neral refignation, which could not fail of fuccefs, 
as the diffenfion of the civil, joined to that of thé 
military, would carry every thing, and he knew 
the Madrafs counfellors,. being his friends, would 
join againft lord-Clive*, That the difcourfe 
then turned upon the method of refigning, when 
licutenant-colonel fir Robert Fletcher faid, ‘* fend 
*¢ me your commiffions and I will receive them,” 
and advifed the fcheme fhould be put in execu- 
tion, before the next fhips failed for England, as 
their carrying home accounts of the batta being 


# N.B. Captain Goddard's evidence here contradiéts his evi- 
dence to the board ; for when Mr. Verétft afked him if he evér 
heard fir R. Fletcher fay that the Madrafs counfellors would alf 
join againft his lordthip, he anfwered pofitively in the negative, 
—Vide page 71. : : 
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reduced; would ftrengthen lord Clive’s intereft 
fo much, that it would-be in vain to attempt the 
recovery of it hereafter; and, " at parting, he in 
timated that it might be prejudicial to him to have 
that converfation repeated. Captain Goddard 
farther depofed, that fir Robert Fletcher, the fame 
evening, when he went out ina chaife with him, 
ointed out the readinefs of lieutenant Bevan’s 
joining in the refignation, who enjoyed a.double 
poft, [brigade major;] and at another time he 
remembers, that fir Robert Fletcher told him, he 
knew of all thé meetings of the officers, and what 
pafied at them. The fame evidence afterwards 
depofed, farther, that he declared tocaptain Smith, 
aid de camp to general Carnac, that lieutenant 
colonel fir Robert Fletcher was the perfon who 
induced him to enter into the combination ; that 
his motive for making fuch a declaration to cap- 

tain Smith, was, the arguments made ufe of by fir 

Robert F letcher at his table, already mentioned ; 
particularly fir Robert Fletcher’s advancing, that 
the meafure could not fail of fuccefs, added to his 
pointing out the readinefs of his brigade major to 
refign, and another perfon telling him, in, the 
prefence of fir Robert Fletcher, that he (captain 
Goddard) wanted’ to get a majority, by the- re» 

fignation of others, or words to that purpofe ; 
and that until that time, captain Goddard -had 
always been averfe to the combination; that fir 
Robert Fletcher, publicly at table,. that day ex- 
preffed his fuprize, that he (captain Goddard) had 
not joined in the combination, as he thought an 
officer of his {pirit fhould have been the firft to 

_ have engaged in it; or words to that effect. 

Captain Frederick Thomas Smith, aid de camp. 
to general Carnac, being duly fworn, depofed, 
ne on the 13th or 14th of May, captain God- 
dard | 
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dard acquainted him, in the courfe of converfa« 
tion, that he had been led into the refignation of 
the fervice by the perfuafion of fir Robert Flet« 
cher, contrary to his own inclinations and opi. 
nion; the particulars of whofe conduct towards 
him he had made known to major Champion, 
and captain Pearfon, and infifted upon captain 
Smith’s acquainting lord Clive and general Car- 
nac with this, in cafe he fhould not have an op- 
portunity of feeing them himéelf. . : 

Thomas Roper, late captain in the third regi« 
ment of infantry, being duly fworn, depofed, 
that at captain Goddard’s table, about the lat 
ter end of January, or beginning of February 
laft, when the reduction of the batta, together 
‘with the memorial or remonftrances for its reco- - 
very that either were prefented to the board, -or 
about .to be fo, became the fubject of converfa- 
tion, fir Robert Fletcher gave it as his opinion 
that they would prove ineffectual; at the fame 
time intimated, that he did think it recoverable. . 
That this produced a defire of knowing how ic 
was to be accomplifhed. That fir Robert Flet- 
cher faid it was not for him to point out a method, 
but obferved, upon fome of the Company’s 
mentioning a refignation, that that was the only 
method, and that the prefent diffenfions amongtt 
the civilians in Calcutta,.would greatly favour 
fuch a meafure; or words to that effect. That 
lieutenant-colonel fir Robere Fletcher faid, in the 
courfe of that day’s converfation, that he would 
accept of the commiffions, and that whatever 
was to be done, ought to be finifhed before the 
fhips failed. ‘Mr. Roper farther depofed, upon 
the queftion’s being put to him by the court, 
that he did hear lieutenant-colonel fir Robert 


Fletcher mention the Madrafs counfellors, bue 
could 
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told not recolle& upon what account ; that caps 
tain Goddard was averfe to the meafure (of re- 
fignation) before that day, and that he afeérwards 
came into it, but whether from what paffed that 
day he could not determine. ; 

Mr. James Waits, late lieutenant in the firft - 
feciment of infantry, being duly fworn, depofed, 
that in the month of December 1765 or January 
i766, he dined with captain Goddard, and lieu- 
tenant-colonel fir Robert Fletcher was in com- 
pany. That the converfation happening to turn 
upon the reduction of the batta, remonftrances 
and a general refignation were talked of to re- 
move it; when fir Robert Fletcher gave it as his 
opinion, that if a general refignation fhould 
take place, the batca would be reftored ; and far- 
ther faid, that he believed the orders refpecting 
the batta were not pofitive-—That he propofed 
the commiffions fhould be delivered up at the 
commencement of a month; that the officers 
fhould receive no pay, but ferve as volunteers 
*cill the determination of the governor and coun- 
cil fhould be known, and that upon thofe condi- 
tions he would accept of the commiffions of the 
oficers of the firft brigade. Mr. Watts farther 
depofed, upon the queftion’s being put to him 
by the court, that he heard the departure of the 
fhips for Europe mentioned by fir Robert Flet- 
cher in that converfation, but that he did not re- 
colleé&t what he faid upon the fubjet; nor did he 
recolleét what fir Robert Fletcher faid,concern- 
ing the diffenfions amoneft the civilians proving 
‘favourable to the refignation, though he recol- 
le€ted to have heard the word diffenfon men- 
tioned: that he did nat recollect, that he ever 
declared he was influenced: to refign his com- 
mifion by liéutenant-colonel fir Robert Flet- 
G cher, 
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cher, byt that upon the ftrength of what captai 
Goddard had told him, he might have declared 
that captain Goddard was influenced to refign his, 
though he did not recollect when, or to whom, he 
ever had made fuch a declaration. 

James Francis, lieutenant in the firft regiment 
of infantry, being duly fworn, depofed, that in 
converfation which paffed fome time in Decem- 
ber or January, in captain Goddard’s tent, fir 
Robert Fletcher afked captain Goddard what he 
was afraid of: that he told him there was a me- 
thod of getting the batta again. Captain God- 
dard faid, he did not know how. Sir Robert 
Fletcher again faid, there was a method, but it 
was not his place to point it out. That a little 
time after, fir Robert Fletcher propofed the offi- 
cers fhould all refign their commiffions, and ferve 
as volunteers till an anfwer fhould come from the 
board, and faid there were four counfellors come 
from Madrafs, and he would be bound to get their 
intereft for the officers; and then faid, that as 
it was well known to the Company, that lord 
Clive was no friend of his, he hoped that difcourfe 
would go no farther. . . 

Captain Henry Bevan, brigade major to fir 
Robert Fletcher, being duly fworn, depofed, 
that he never made fir Robert Fletcher acquaint 
ed with the meetings held by the officers of the 
firft brigade, to carry on the bufinefs of the re- 
fignation; that he did not recollect he ever ac- 
quainted fir Robert Fletcher that letters were fre- 
quently wrote, and propofals made to the officers 
ef the two other brigades, on the fubject of the 
refignation, or that the officers of the fecond and 
third brigades had joined with thofe of the firft, 
before the 20th of April, about which time the 
affair was the fubyect of public converfation, are 

: , e 
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he poffibly might have mentioned it. That- 
about the latter end of December, or beginning, 
of January, fir Robert Fletcher came into his 
room, (he at that time kept his bed) and told 
him that he heard the officers intended to refign 
their commiffions, on account of the batta being: 
reduced: that fir Robert Fletcher advifed him 
not to enter inta it; and to enforce his advice, 
feid, he chought it-would be rather an advantage 
than a difadvantage to the officers that expected 
to.rife high in the fervice, as it would probably 
hinder a number of officers coming from Europe 
over their heads; and that about the twenty-firft. 
of April, he informed fir Robert Fletcher, that 
he had been applied to for his commiffion, when 
fir Robert repeated the fame advice he had be- 
fore given. | 
Mr. James Dunbar, late aid' de camp to. fir 

Robert Fletcher, being duly fworn and quef-- . 
tioned by the court, depofed, to the beft of his 
recollection, that between the eighteenth and 
twentieth day of April, he acquainted fir Robert 
Fletcher, in a private converfation, that the offi- 
cers had had a. meeting, and received favourable 
accounts from the other brigades. He farther 
Gepofed, that he did not: doubt but he had 
Mentioned to fir Robert Fletcher, between 
the eighteenth and twentieth of April, chat. 
the officers received letters from the other 
brigades, and alfo wrote letters to them on the 
fubject of the refignation. That fir Robert Flet- 
cher knew of his intentions to enter into the af- 
fociation, and advifed him againft ic. That in 
the month of January, a converfation paffed be- 
tween fir Robert Fletcher and him, upon the fub- 
jet of a general refignation, when fir Robert 
told him, that, fhould a refignation take places 

| G2 : 
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he thought it would-be of no prejudice to thofe 
officers who merited well, and might be an oppor- 
tunity of weeding the army ; and that fir-Robert 
always advifed ‘him againit the meature. 

* Thus' far the evidence in fupport of the charge, 
by which it appears that fir Robert Fletcher was 
well acquainted with the defign of the’ general 
refignation in the month of December or January; 
that he himfelf did propofe it as a fcheme by 
which the officers might recover the double bat- 
ta; that he advifed them to fend him their com- 
miffions, and he would receive them at the be- 
ginning of a month; that they fhould receive no 

ay for that-month, but: ferve as volunteers till 
the pleafure of the governor and council fhould 
be known; and that the fcheme fhould take place 
’ before the next fhips failed for Europe. It like- 
wife appears by the ‘evidence of Dunbar and 
Bevan, ‘his aid de camp and major of brigade, 
‘that fir Robert, about the twentieth of April, or 
between the eighteenth and twentieth, not only: 
knew that the ‘combination was completed, but 
that the officers of the firft brigade had received 
favourable anfwers from thofe “of the other two 
brigades. 

With regard to his having afferted that the four 
gentlemen i in council from. Madrafs, would join 
again{ft lord Clive, although this article appears 
to have been well foundec, it cannot be material 
to dwell upon it: his having abetted and promot- 
ed the general refignation, or, in other words, 
his having excited fedition in the army, was the 
main point-of accufation, and admitted of the 
moft inconteftable proof. 

Thé extraéts of the evidence in fupport of the 
charge have been fhort, though faithful; che 
material particulars of fir Robert Fletcher’s de- 

fence 
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fence alfo might be extracted in a very ‘narrow 
compafs. But that all imputation of ‘partiality 
may be avoided, the whole of fir Robert Flet- 
cher’s defence, as delivered in to mae? court mar- 
tial, is here inferted. : 


«* Mr. Prefident, and Gentlemen, 


‘¢ It is alledged againft me, that, in a conver? 
«¢ fation at captain Goddard’s, the end of Decein- 
“ber or beginning of January, I made ufe of 
‘¢ many arguments to perfuade the officers to a 
s* general refignation; and fome of the evidences’ 
‘ * particularly depofe, that I pointed out to them 
“the diffenfions amongft the civilians, and ob- 
“* ferved that the Madrafs counfellors were my 
« friends,-and would join againft lord Clive. The 
“ appointment of the Madrafs gentlemen‘was.not 
« known at Calcutta till the nimth of January, 
‘* and confequently could not be known at-Mong~ 
“hyr til the fifteenth: or ‘fixteenths ‘it muft 


«shave been feveral days afterwards before the °. 


‘¢ diffenfions among the civilians could have been 
&© heard of; and as ta the Madrafs gentlemen 
“joining againft lord Clive, they did not take 
« their feats till the twelfth of February. There 
s¢ is an evident contradiction, therefore,. between 
“ part of thefe arguments, and the time -they are 
s¢ faid to have been made ule of ; allowing how- 
* ever that the evidences have only been mifta- | 
*¢ken in the time, and that-£ really made-ufe of 
-¢ the arguments in queftion, it muft have been 
¢< not in purfuance of my own opinion, but for 
‘‘ the reafons | hall hereafter explain, for | never . 
* apprehended, that the diffenfions antong the 
“civilians could. make any alterations in. the 
* refolutions of the board, with regard to. the 
6 renOweacss of the military ; nor could I ever 
; G3 - § have 
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* have:been fo abfurd; as really to Have imagine 
_ ed that the Madrafs gentlemen could poffibly 

©: have fuffered themfelves, in contradiction both. 
_ to their duty and their intereft, to be influenced 
¢¢ in fuch an affair by friendfhip for me: to which 
«¢ J may add, that I never wrote them on the fub- 
<¢ ject, as I mut neceflarily have done, if I had 
«+ really meant to influence them. 
. & The governor and council having thoughe 

proper to reduce the batta, loud complaints 
* were made by the officers; various fchemes: 
‘s were propofed for the recovery of it; and, 
“* among others, a general refignation was talked: 
' & of in the month of January, not. only at Mong- 
“* hyr, but (as | have been informed, ) at Patna and 
“ Allahabad alfo, and even at Calcutta, When 
“ thefe rumours came to my hearing, I fpoke to 
e lreutenants Bevan, Dunbar, and Kyd, on the 
es fubje&, and ufed my utmoft endeavours to dif- 
“< fuade them from joining in fuch a ftep; not 
“+ doubting, if I had fucceeded with them, but 
<< that many others would have been induced to 
“* follow their example: and I obferved to them, 
“¢ that fuch officers as had the allowances attach~ 
“© ed todouble pofts, (which included adjutants, 
‘* quarter-mafters, and feapoy fubalterns) would 
“© more particularly incur the difpleafure of the 
€‘ governor and council; .but all was in vain; 
*¢ they told me they were determined to refign 
&* with the reft. Tbe fame advice I often repeat. 
*< ed afterwards, but it was all to no purpofe: 
‘s Finding, therefore, that I could not prevaib 
“« with thafe.gentlemen, who being in my family 
“ and enjoying double pofts, would be the leaf 
“ affected with the reduction of the batra, and 
« over whom I had more influence than over 
& * aay: others, and a to what 4 violent degree 

ss the 
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“‘ che officers in general were exafperated, { 
** thought the beft thing I could do for the public 
*S good, was to diffemble my own opinion,’ to 
“try to keep in their confidence till they ha 
** come to fome final refolution; and to moderate 
6 the rage with which they were a€tuated. To 
** have endeavoured to {tem the torrent would be 
“ productive of no other confequence, ‘than that 
“¢ they. would have gone on in their own way, 
without letting me know any thing at all of che 
“ matter. Iremembered the violence with which 
*‘ they had engaged, during the months of March, 
** April, and May 1765, in an affociation for re- 
“ figning, on a much more trifling caufe, (the | 
“* affair of captain M‘Pherfon) and at a time 
“when the war with Sujah Dowla was un; 
“+ finifhed. 
“As captain M‘Pherfon’s appointment to this 
*¢ eftablifhment, ina ftation which another gen- 
*‘tleman refigned in order to make room for 
“< him, drove them to fuch extremities ; and as 
‘they perfevered in them, even after captain 
«* M‘Pherfon had, for the fake of peace, votan- 
*¢ tarily confented to have his former appoint- 
‘< ment annulled, and to come in youngeft cap- 
‘““ tain; what might not have been expected from 
* them in the prefent cafe, when they were de- 
§* prived of advantages which they had ever be- 
¢¢ fore enjoyed ; ; and when numbers of them were 
‘involved in debts, from which they had ‘no 
© ptofpect of extricating themfelves, and were 
‘“< really reduced to much diftrefs by the feariti- 
** nefs of their allowances? Unreafonable as that 
“* affociation was, it was a matter of great doubt, 
‘¢ whether it would not have been carried on to 
“‘ the moft dangerous lengths, had not lotd Clive’ ‘ 
** arrival, the high opinion the officers in geneta 
G4 entertained 


| ( 88 ) 


é* entertained of him, and his particular influence 
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over feveral individuals, fortunately put a ftop 
to it, Thps convinced that it was really notin 
my power to ftop the officers in their career, “I 
at the fame time thought their refignation, if 
carried on in fo moderate a mapner .as not to 
occafion any difturbance among the troops, 
would rather be an advantage than a difadvan- 
tage to the fervice. 

¢ “Immediately on my joining the army on this 
eftablifhment, in October 1764, 1 remarked, 


- with much concern, the great want of sides 


and fubordination amongtt the officers: my en- 
deavours to effect a reformation, as far as lay 
in my power, have been unjntermitted; and it 
is well known how continually I have complain- 
ed of the trouble | met with from the abitina- 
cy and licentiouinefs of fome of them, and how 
happy a circumftunce I thought it would be for 
the good of the fervice, if fuch could be 
got rid of, Finding admonitions ufelefs, I 
deemed it neceflary to have recourfe to courts 
martial, in order to enforce dilcipline in the 
brigade which I commanded, and ta prevent 
the ufficers ablenting themfelves from their du- 
ty: for this J received a check from my fupe- 
riors; and was jnformed by general Carnac, in 
a fetter he wrote to me the 6th af November, 
that ** he would have courts martial referved 
for heinous crimes only, | and fuch as merited 
exemplary punifhment.” My hands being thus 
tied up, I began to defpair of introducing the 
difcipline I fo much wifhed for; and therefore, 
when the officers talked of refigning, I comfort- 
ed myfelf with the hapes that “the ‘ttep, if car- 
ried on with moderation, would at lea{t be pro- 


ductive of one good confequence ; that it would 
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# be the means of weeding the army of thofe gen- 
6* tlemen who moit obftructed the neceflary re- 
‘formation. [ doubted not but his lordfhi; 

$s would think it requifite to oppofe with eriainet 
‘s che demands of the officers; and thefe, when 
*s they found they could not carry their point, 
6° would be glad to accept of their commiffions 
“asain: they might wifh to make ‘their own 
s*terms, but as the fole dependence of many of 
«* them was on the Company’s fervice, they muff, 
sin the end, be obliged to content themfelves 
ss with what terms they could get. - While fuch 
‘were my fentiments, I was informed by lieu- 
** tenant Kyd, that captain Goddard feemed a- 
* verfe to join in the {cheme of refignation, and 
s* that his reafon was fuppofed to be, his not hav- 
*© ing been fo particularly confulted on the occa- 
€* fion, as from his rank in the fervice he thought 
she had a right to expect. I expreffed my fur- 
‘© prife at his not being engaged init, and faid, T 


‘ $6 Imagined he would have been the foremoft in 


* all fuch undertakings: and, to the beft of my 


* recollection, leutenant Kyd at the fame time 


s¢ obferved to me, and J agreed with him in o- 
s¢ pinion, that it was not likelv he would long per- 
‘6 fift in his prefent refolution. During the courfe 
“of my acquaintance with him, I had fo at 


_ proofs of the violence and ficklenefs of his di 


*¢ pofition, that | made not the leaft doubt but 
*¢ he would heartily join with the reft of the ofh- 
*¢ cers, the moment they paid him the compli- 
** ment he thought his due. I remembered how 
s¢ readily he had entered into the former affocia- 
‘tion, in 1765; and I recollected having feen 


his name figned to it fn letters moft diftingutfh- 


*t ingly large, by way of fhewing, | imagine, how 
ff much he gloried in. the meafure. Two-or. 
ae ‘© three 
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“ three days after this converfation with lieutenane 
“‘ Kyd, I dined at captain Goddard’s, in com- 
“¢ pany with captains Roper and Parker, and lieu 
“ tenants Watts, Dunbar, Francis, Ironfide, and 
*¢ Mr. Bagot (I think, about the 2oth or 25th of 
«< January); after dinner, captain Goddard fuds 
¢¢ denly addreffed himfelf to me, in the follows 
“ing words, or words to the fame purpofe ; 
46 What would you do if we were to leave you as 
<¢ Jone with the brigade? I anfwered, I did not» 
«< think that would be a good fcheme; that, 
‘¢ however, there was a method for the recovery 
‘< of their batta, but it was not my bufinefs to 
<< point it out: enquiry being made of me what 
«¢ that method was, I advifed that they fhould 
«fend in their commiffions to me at the begin 
<< ning of a month, and ferve as volunteers, with- 
<< out pay, till the determination of the governor 
s< fhould be known. Captain Parker here inter- 
“rupted me, by calling out to captain Goddard; 
*« that ‘* he {melt a majority: Upon which he 
*¢ feemed much offended, and replied; 1 hat his 
‘© not being confulted, as oldeft officer in the 
‘s brigade, was rather flighting him. I then told 
_ captain Goddard, that 1 thought there was no- 
‘< thing to fear; and that the officers would pro- 
“ bably carry their point, if they acted prudent- 
ly, and finifhed their bufinefs before the failing 
“© of the Europe fhips. 1 afterwards mentioned 
“¢ fome other reafons (but what I do not recollect} 
“¢ why it appeared likely that the batta might be 
*¢ reftored, if the officers confented to ferve as 
*¢ volunteers; and I told them, that upon that 
_ © condition I would accept of their commiffions: 
“© This, to the beft of my recollection, is an éx 
‘© aét account of the converfation which then paff: 
* ed; and when the company broke up, | pope ie 
“* that 
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« that what I had there faid might. go. ao farthers. 
“¢ to which, I think, captain Goddard promifed. — 
‘‘ upon his honour it fhould not. I have already 
‘*¢ mentioned the opinion which I had before cone 
“‘ ceived of the violence with which the officers 
‘s were difpofed to act; and fuch a queftion as. 
‘‘ that which I have juft related being fo pub- | 
licly put to me, gave me additional caufe ta 
** be alarmed. Not doubting therefore the proa 
‘¢ priety of the refolution I had formed, in conq 
‘¢ fequence of my not being able to difluade even 
‘‘ the gentlemen of my own family from joining, 
_ “in any. {chemes of refignation, J ufed my ens 
‘‘ deavours to prevail] upon them, inftead of, 
“ leaving me at once, to ferve as volunteers till 
‘< the pleafure of the governor and council fhould, 
“ be known; concluding, that between the time, 
“‘ of their lodging their commiffions in my hands, 
«and their receiving a final anfwer from the gos, 
‘¢ yvernor and council, many of them would res 
_ © fleé& more ferioufly upon what they were about, 
‘*and apply for their commiffions again; and | 
‘¢ knowing that it would ac leaft give me time to, 
‘‘ take meafures with the non-commiffioned offi-. 
‘* cers, for preventing any .difturbance among the 
“troops; and afford fome leifure to the gover- 
‘“* nor and council to fupply their army, if necef- 
“< fary, by giving commiffions to free merchants, 
“* and by fending for officers from the other pre- 
“ fidencies, _ : 
, © Ie was with thefe views only I faid at captain 
“© Goddard’s, that the officers, if they would a+ 
*‘ dopt the plan I propofed, would probably carry 
“ their point.. That fuch was not my real opinion 
‘“will appear beyond all contradiction, from my 
“ avowed featiments during the former affocias 
‘tion, and what I faid to different gentlemen 
| 7 “ during 
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* during the prefent one. As to my perfuading 
“< the officers to do whatever they were determin- 
*¢ ed on before the latter fhips were difpa:ched, 
“¢ ! had feveral motives for doing it, with which I 
believe it will be needlefs for tne to trouble the 
¢ court, ° The moft powerful one was, the con- 
« fideration of the profound tranquillity which 
“then reigned throughout the provinces, and 
* which there was no profpect of an enemy to dif- 
*turb: I deemed it-certain, that the officers 
“© would attempt the recovery of their batta, and 
«< thought there could not be a time leis likely 
** for fuch an attempt to be productive of any 
«¢ mifchief to the public. My defiring that what [ 
« had faid atcaptain Goddard’s might gono farther, 
** is infinuated as a proof that I was fenfible I had 
s* been acting in an unjuftifiable manner; but it 
* proeceded merely from recollecting a little that 
« what'l had faid, might, perhaps, if known, be 
<< mifconftrued to my difadvantage; and my pre- 
_ fent fituation, accufed of mutiny for a matter 
sin which I acted for the public good, has too 
« well convinced me that I ought to have been 
«<moreon my guard. After this, I heard no- 
«< thing more of the matter, but various unfetr 
©‘ tled reports, till about the 2orh of February ; 
““when they finally determined to addrefs the 
* governor and council: their reprefentation was 
*¢ accordingly forwarded about the asth. From 
« that time I was totally ignorant that any other 
“< fchemes were carrying on, till about the 2oth 
“© of April: lieutenant Dunbar then informed me, 
‘¢ chat the officers both of the firft and third bri- 
*: gades had determined on refigning their com- 
«¢ miffions, and that he had agreed to the refo- 
‘‘Jution. I reprimanded him. in the ftrongeft 
_ **rhanner for entering into fuch an: affociation 
ee ne : ¢¢ without 
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“without my’ knowledge, and contrary: my: 
“‘ repeated advice. 1 toldy him how little pro~ 
“* bability there. was of the officers ‘carrying their. 
* point; and ufed many arguments, both with 
“Shim and many others with whom I had any. 
“influence, to diffuade them from perfevering, 
“in it.. As to captain Bevan, it was not in his. 
. power to give me much intelligence; having 
** refufed to join with them, he was not acquaint~ 
‘ed with their proceedings, nor could advife me 
“ of any thing but by hearfay. After the 2oth, 
*‘ it began to be reported that the officers of the 
** fecond brigade had engaged in a. like affocia- 
“tion; but I do not recollect any thing certain. 
“ of them, till the 24th or 25th; when talking. 
‘*¢ with a gentleman who had joined with the reft, 
“‘and pretending to be acquainted with every: 
*¢ thing before, I learned trom him that and many. 
‘¢ other circumftances; particularly that the 1f{- 
‘* of May was fixed upon for refigning, and that 
‘** che officers had fome thoughts of ferving as 
** volunteers till the pleafure of the governor and 
* council fhould be known. While this affoct~ 
“‘ ation was carrying on, the officers concealed: 
‘¢ from me, with the utmoft care, their meetings 
*¢ and all their meafures; and were extremely en- 
“raged when they found that I had received 
“‘fome information concerning them: a {trong 
proof that all-i faid at captain Goddard’s was 
“‘ not fufficient to acquire me their confidence; 
‘and that they by no means looked upon me as 
‘a favourer of their proceedings, 

. * The particulars of what happened after this, 
“itis needlefs for me to relate, Itis well known 
“© with how much care I uled every poffible pre» 
** caution to prevent any mifchief from happens 
s ing, when = officers fhould leave their bri. 

es 6 gade: 


2 


% 
e 


* wade: at the fame time, both by letter and’ 
“word of mouth, I:conftantly declared myfelf 
* perfectly fecare on that head; and how active 
* | wasin bringing back the Kuropean troops to 
* their duty, when on the 14th of May they took 
€ to their arms, and feemed difpofed to: follow 
“. their officers, in confequence (as they chem- 


“* felves declared) of their having been made to 


* believe that | was going with them. 

« ] will nor trouble the court with any amares 
« on the juftnefs of my opinion, concerning the’ 
« {pirit of violence with which the officers in ge- 
“neral were actuated, as {9 many inconteftable’ 
« proofs of it have fince appeared; but I mult’ 
** beg leave'to mention a few circumftances, to 
<* evince how true were my fentiments of captain 
“* Goddard, and how improbable is his affertion, 
* that he fhould not have joined in the affociation’ 
“had I not perfuaded him to it. He made him- 
<< felf a member of. the fecret committee, to car- 
“ ry on acorrefpondence with the other brigades, 
« and offered to carry off his battalion, if the reft 
« would do the fame; declaring, he was fure it’ 
« would follow him all over India. About the 
« rath of May, taking a ride in my chaife with 

« Mr. Bevan, I ftopt at a tope (or grove) where 
« captain Goddard was; and in the courfe of 
 converfation, having expreffed my opinion, that 
« Jord Clive would never give up the point to’ 


« them; he anfwered by ufing fome expreffions - 


«-which I repeated to captain Bevan immediate- 


«« ly, and which the more convinced me of his’ 


violence. After thefe inftances: of his ungo- 
«“ vernable temper, let it be confidered, whether’ 
* it is not much more likely that he was induced 
¢ to join with the reft by his own difpofition, 
a shan by the few arguments I ufed at his table; 

z a < where 
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* where I. thauld noc have faid any thing at all; 
‘,had I not been apprehenfive of greater vio- 
«“ lences, both from him and from the. reft of the 
“ officers; and had not he in a manner obliged 
« me to do it, by afking me the queftion I have 


‘«s related. If he aéted in purfuance of my ad-. 


«“ vice, why did he fo carefully conceal from me 
s* all che meafures that were carrying on in A- 
«© pril? And why did he ftrictly enjoin ferjeant 
Hardy, who was employed to carry fome of 
* their felect committee letters, to be particularly 
«‘ careful that I did not come to the knowledge 
‘sof them ? As to captain Goddard’s affertion, 
*¢ that I pointed out to him in the chaife captain 
«< Bevan’s readinefs to join in the affociation ; 
“and Mr. Bagat’s, that at captain Goddard’s 
* table I cald them. Meffieurs Bevan and Dunbar 
‘¢ fhould be the firft to refign, they are certainly 
“¢ miftakes. I am very fure that I never faid any 
* fuch thing: indeed it is not to be conceived 
«that I fhauld ; for J all along ufed my utmoft 
‘‘ endeavours to prevent thofe gentlemen from 
‘¢ having any concern in the meafures that were 


“ ¢aken; and I cannot but think: it a little - 


“ ftrange, that.Mr. Bagot, who fat next to cap- 
«© rain Parker, at the lower end of two tables, 
« whilft captain Goddard and. I fat at the upper 
‘© end, fhould be the only perfon to remember 
* fo remarkable a circumftance. . 

«s Captain Goddard’s affertion, relative to me- 
‘¢ morials, muft alfo be a miitake. The conver. 
** fation in queftion happened about the 20th or 
“ gcth of January; and the firft memorial pre- 


‘ fenged was dated about the 25th of February. — 


. *© | do not recollect indeed that memorials were 
«< ar all mentioned ; however it is a matter of no 
“ confequence ; for if-they had, 1 fhould certain- 

; 6 ly 
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ee-ly have advifed againit-them ; as I concluded 
“‘ chat lord Clive and the. council would hot - re 
* peal their refolucion; and imagined the officers 
«who feemed determined upon the:recovery of 
«the batta, would only be sexi peratce the 
‘smore. 

. * Captain Goddard mutt alfo be miftaken inf 
«‘ what he mentioned of my advifing the fcheme 
** ro be put into execution before the next -fhips 
¢¢ failed, as their carrying home accounts of the 
‘« batta being reduced would ftrengthen his lord- 
s* fhip’s intereft fo much, that it would be im- 
“° poffible to attempt the recovery of it afterwards. 
“© The Grenville and Kent, which carried the news 
“< of the reduction of. the batta, were difparched 
“ the 29th of January, and ic was thought would 
*¢ have been difpatched much.fooner; fo that. it 
“* was impoffible for any {cheme to have been put 
‘sin execution in time. To this I may add, 

“that I can, bring proofs, if neceffary, that F 
“< have not been actuated with that fpirit of party 
‘which captain Goddard feems to. infinuate. 

«<1 am aftonifhed at captain Goddard’s afferting, 
‘“<that he wanted to make known the circum- 
*« ftances of his prefent depofition,. to lord Clive 
** and general Carnac, but was prevented by be-’ 
‘ing ordered away from Monghyr. After the 
‘¢ converfation which I have already mentioned 
“to have paffed between us, the rath or 13th of 
¢¢ May, he told me he intended going to Patna : 


 _ & being very glad to get rid of him, I encouraged 


‘< him in his intention, and advifed him’ to go 
‘* that very evening; foon after leaving him, r 
‘¢ mec captain Pearfon walking with another.gen- 
é& tleman, and told him I fhould fend orders. to 
“ major Champion, to appoint him to the coni- 
“ mand of captain Goddard's battalion, Jo ehe 

a © beft 
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‘« beft of my recollection, while.} was talking to 
‘< captain Pearfon, captain Goddard came gal- 
‘* Joping up, and faid he had altered his mind, 
“© and would not goto Patna; J told him he was 
‘* very fickle, and then proceeded on to Monghyr. 
‘¢ In the eveniog he came into the fort, in con- 
‘< tradiction to exprefs orders, which had beea 
“ given out, that no officer fhould leave the de- 
‘‘tachment. Apprehending he was come with 
*< fome bad defign, I placed hircarahs (or f{pies) 
‘* upon him, to give me intelligence. what he was 
“ about; and fome time afterwards, finding he 
© did not go out of the fort of his own accord, 
“<I fent captain Smith to order him owt. The 
“next morning, in confequence of directions [ 
‘‘ had received from lord Clive, to fend dowa 
“© to Calcutta fuch of the captains as had been 
“¢ moft active, 1 ordered captain Goddard and 
* five other officers to prepare themfelves to fe¢ 
“out for Calcutta at five o’clock in the after-. 
“noon; an howr or two afterwards.I received 
“another letter from lord Clive, ** hoping the 
‘¢ officers would remain on duty till his arrival ;” 
** whereupon I immediately wrote a letter to cap- 
‘¢ tain Goddard and the other officers, requefting 
*« they would ftay till his lordfhip’s arrival, which 
‘¢ J affured them would be the nextday. I foon 
‘s after met captain Goddard in one of the fquares, 
“ engaged in altercation with captain Stainforth, 
‘© whom he accufed of intending to ftay behind 
‘ the reft of the officers: after fome other con- 
* verfation, fafked him whether he had fhewn my 
‘s letter to the officers; he told me that I fhould 
“ foon have an anfwer to it. Some time after, 
‘s while I was fitting at dinner, he came to me 
© with captain-lieutenant. Skinner ; 1 afked them 
“¢ if the officers intended complying with my re- 

: H  gueft ; 


( 98 ) 
© queft ; captain Skinner told me that he be- 
€¢ lieved they would ; upon which captain God- 
«dard immediately faid to him, * anfwer for 
« yourfelf, I do not believe they will.” I afked 
«chim, who would not ? He replied, ** captain 
‘s Goddard will nor.” [have fince been inform- 
“© ed, that at the meeting that was held to con- 
“ fider of it, he declared, that if no body elfe 
« would, he would go alone. 

«© Thefe circumftances I have mentioned thus 
<¢ particularly, in order to fhew how little foun- 
‘¢ dation there is for his afferting, that he was pre- 
«“ vented from informing lord Clive, &c. by be- 
‘* ing ordered away from Monghyr. 

** As to my expreffing my furprize, that an 
‘¢ officer of captain Goddard’s fpirit did not join 
*© in the refignation, I do not recollect fuch an 
“< expreffion was made ufe of by me at the con- 
«© yerfation held at captain Goddard’s tent. 

‘<¢ It is very true, that about the goth of April 
«¢ | told captain Goddard that {I knew of all the 
‘© meetings of the officers, and what paffed at 
‘them. Some particulars came to my know- 
‘ ledge, as I have already related, about the 24th 
‘or 25th of April, and fome about the 27th. 
«¢ However, I have fince learned, there were ma- 
*¢ ny other circumftances with which I was then 
«© unacquainted. | 

«© Whether captain Nowlan ever made the 
« fpeech which Mr. Watts mentions, I do not 
«know, but I am certain that I never heard 
“ him. . ae 

< T donot recolle& that lieutenant Dunbar ever 
se informed me, before he went to Patna, of more 
«¢ than one meeting, and that was in the month 
' of January. 

| : ‘¢ There 
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‘* There is one circumftance I muft take the | 
*< liberty of mentioning, by way of proof that I 
“‘ have the good of the fervice at heart, and am 
“© not capable of advifing any meafure detrimental 
‘¢ to it, to gratify my private purpofes. I offer- 
‘Sed to: pay out of my own pocket the penalty 
“* bonds of fix gentlemen, captain Stainforth, 
** Hieutenant Shrimpton, Mr. M‘Pherfon, Dunbar, 
“« Kyd, and enfign Patten, amounting to 24,000 
‘* rupees, in order to induce them to quit the af- 
“* fociation, although I was at the fame time fen- 
“ fible of its being very uncertain, whether or 
‘“* not.thofe gentlemen would ever be able to re- 
“¢ pay me. | . 

‘© IT am forry to have troubled the court with 
** fo long a detail, nor fhould I have done it, had 
“not I judged it neceffary, in order to fhew how 
“much the whole tenor of my condu& contra- 
** dicts the charge which has been brought againft 
““me. I have only one thing more to remark ; 
* that in the converfation which paffed at captain 
“© Goddard’s, I never advifed any affociation, 
“© much lefs fuch violent ones as afterwards took 
‘© place; and that I have often exprefitd my opi- 
‘¢ nion, that the officers who were determined up- 
‘© on refigning, fhould have fent in their com- 
‘© miffions one by one, inftead of combining to do 
‘Sit in a body. 

“© Can officers in the company’s fervice, not 
* bound by any contract, legally refign their 
“< commiffions without the confent of the gover- 
*© nor and council, or are they guilty of mutiny 
‘in doing ic? If they are nor, can a perfon be 
** oullty of mutiny in only advifing them to it ?— 
** Our government itfelf, I think, has in a great 
*° degree acknowledged, that the officers might 
“ refign their commiffions, by refolving to oblige 
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“ ‘therh in future to fign contracts, and by put- 
® ting the refignation of the officers of the firft 
‘ brigade in public orders at the prefidency. 
_ © But I will dwell no longer on this fubject, 
‘¢ of which you, gentlemen, muft be the beft 
“ judges, as I am very happy in the clearnefs of 
‘¢ my own con{cience, and in confidence that I 
¢¢ fhall be able to juftify my own conduét, with- 
« our having recourfe to fuch arguments, by the 
‘¢ ceftimony of the witneffes, which I now beg 
¢* leave to call upon.” 
-- Te now remains to be fhewn how far fir Robert 
Fletcher hath, by the teftimony of withnefles, juf- 
tified his conduct. 


Mr. George Vanfittart, factor in the company’s . 


fervice, being {worn by the court, and queftioned 
by Gr Roberc. Fletcher, depofed, that during the 
time he was with fir Robert Fletcher, tn the 
months of January and February 1765, he often 
heard him complain of the irregularities of many 
of-the officers, and their inattention to their duty, 
_ and chat he has frequently repeated the fame com- 


plaints in letters, which he has received from him . 


in the courfe.of the year 1765. As to withing to 
get rid of fome of them for the public eo 
_he was certain that fir Robert Fletcher often {poke 

- of the great plague and trouble he met with from. 
fome of them, and the difficulty of getting them 
_ to comply with their duty; and that he under- 
ftood, fram the general tenor of fir Robert Flet-. 
cher’s words and letters, that he did wifh to get 
rid of fome of them, that he might the more ea- 
fily eftablifh a proper difcipline : that as to the 
JRte.affociation, he never wrote to him for or 
apainft it: that with regard to the affociation in 
1765, he wrote to him, on the 14th of May, that 
he entirely difapproved of it, and that the go- 
 * 2 vernor 
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vernor and council muft either fuppore their au- 
thority or give it up: that with regard to the civil 
difputes, he received a letter, from fir Robert 
Fletcher in November 1765, mentioning his hav- 
ing heard of the difputes at the board, and wifh- 
ing that all diffenfions were put an end to there, 
for the public good, as peace and unanimity were 
eftablifhed at home; and that this was the only 
letter he remembered to have received from fir 


-Robert Fletcher on civil difputes: that he did not - 


recollect to have heard captain Goddard declare 
his opinion of the reduétion of the batta; he re- 
membered a few days after his arrival at Calcutta, — 
his {peaking |of the officers ferving as volunteers, 
as a meafure that had obftructed their fuccefs, 
| Captain Bevan being queftioned by fir Robert 
Fletcher, depofed, that fir Robert Fletcher, be- 
fore he dined at captain Goddard’s, advifed him 


-(Bevan) in the ftrongeft terms, not to be con- 


cerned in the refignation : that in December, pre- 


‘vious to this advice, he affured him that neither 


he, nor the other gentlemen of his family, lieu- 
tenants Kyd and Dunbar, fhould lofe by the re- 
duction of the batta, as he would take care ‘to © 
make it up to them another way : that, notwith- 


ftanding all. fir Robert Fletcher’s arguments a- 


gainft a refignation, he believes he told him, in 
the month of January, when fir Robert came in- 
to his room, that he could not but refign with 


the reft : that fir Robert Fletcher has frequently 


complained of the irregularities of the officers ; 
and to the beft of his knowledge, he, fir Robert 
Fletcher, has wifhed to get rid of fome of them, 
in hopes of reforming the reft : that he dined 
with lieutenanc Shrimpton the fame day fir 
Robert Fletcher dined with captain Goddard, in 
January ; that he did not remember.to have heard 

; : H 3 mention 
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mention made of an intention of the officers to 
ferve as volunteers, before that day: that in Ja- - 
nuary, when the officers of the firft brigade com- 
plained of the reduction of the batta, he imagin- 
ed they feemed determined at all events to reco- 
ver it or quit the fervice : that to the beft of his 
recollection, when it came to fir Robert’s know- 
ledge, in April, that the officers had engaged in 
an affociation, he exprefied his furprife at its be- 
ing carried on without his knowledge; and that 
he believed fir Robert then expreffed his firm be- 
lief that a refignation of commiffions had been 
entirely laid afide: that, a day or two after the 
time when he (Bevan) was applied to for his com- 
miffion, he thinks fir Robert Fletcher might have 
jaid, that he could not then believe the refigna- 
tion would actually take place : that, towards the 
latter end of April, he heard fir Robert Fletcher 
ufe arguments with lieutenant Knott, to prevent 
his joining with the reft: that on the morning 
‘when fir Robert Fletcher heard that the officers 
had written to Madrafs, to prevent thofe of that 
eftablifhment from coming to Bengal, he imme- 
diately wrote a letter to his brother, and forward- 
ed it to lord Clive. 
The original letter, which was laid before the 

court, was as follows ; ; | 


«¢’My dear brother, 


«© Having been this moment informed, that 
« letters are written to Madrafs by fome of our 
. & military gentry, advifing thofe of your efta- 
«© blifhment, that an affociation will certainly take 
“© place here, for refigning all commiffions, un- 
«¢ lefs the double batta be reftored, and repre- 
«¢ fenting to you the hardfhips of the fervice in 
. fuch OnE colours as to prevent, if pofible, 

your 


— ( 163 +) 
* your complying with orders that may be fent 
“* for the removal of fome of your officers hither, 
s* J muff entreat you by every tie, public as well 
‘* as private, to exert yourfelf in rendering fuch 
*¢ Jetters ineffectual, and to prevail on your 
‘ brother officers to fly to Bengal with the 
** fame zeal and chearfulnefs as if you were 


wn 


“ taking a voyage oe the defence of your native 


“ country. 
ee | remain, &c. 
“© Monghyr ; 
“ 3d May, 17 1766. (figned) Rob. Fletcher. = 


Captain Bevan, the queftions being fill put 
to him by fir Robert Fletcher, farther depofed, 
that he believed fir Robert Fletcher told him, on 
the 24th or 25th of April, that he had received 
private intelligence from a gentleman, that the 
officers were to deliver in their commiffions to 
him on the firft day of May; that a day or two 
before the refignation, fir Robert Fletcher told 
him, he had heard of an intended mutiny, but 
could give no credit tothe report ; that after the 
affair of the refignation became public, he often 
heard fir Robert Fletcher fay, ic was his firm be- 
lief that lord Clive would never give up the point 
to the officers ; that he believed fir Robert Flet- 
cher, after the refignation took place, mentioned 
to him, that lord Clive had got a fine opportuni- 
ty of weeding the army, which would be of great 
advantage to the fervice; that on the r2th or 13th 
of May, when fir Robert Fletcher, and he (Bee 
van) rode out in the chaife, they ftopt in the tope 
(or grove) where captain Goddard was encamp- 
ed, that fir Robert Fletcher talked to captain 
Goddard in private ; about eight or nine minutes, 
and immediately returned to his chaife; foon af- 
cer which, te the beft of his recollection, - -he in- 

H4 formed 
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formed him, that captain Goddard had afked 
leave to go to Patna, to avoid, as he faid, feeing 
lord Clive and general Carnac, and that he had 
not only granted it, but urged his fetting off that 
very evening; that he alfo faid he ‘was happy 
in the thought of having captain Pearfon at the 
head of his battalion ; that when captain Goddard 
came into the fort that night, contrary to orders, 
fir Robert Fletcher expreffed his fears that-heé 
would be abour no good, and ordered him 
(Bevan) to place hircarrahs (or fpies):over hit; 
that he remembers fir Robert Fletcher foon after 
fent captain ‘Smith, he believed, with orders to 
captain Goddard to leave the garrifon; and that 
‘he, that night, fent fecret orders to major Cham- 
pion to be watchful over captain Goddard’s bat- 
‘talion; that he had often heard fir Robert Flec- 
cher, in January, and afterwards, fpeak of cap- 
tain Goddard in very unfavourable terms; and 
he believes that, towards the latter end of April, 
‘fir Robert Fletcher gave it as his opinion, that 
lord Clive would find no difficulty in getting as 
many officers to return to the fervice as he 
pleafed; that on the 14th (May) in the morning, 
“after fir Robert Fletcher had ordered captain 
Goddard and fome other officers to fet off for 
Calcutta by five’ o’clock that évening, be wrote 
a letter to captain Goddard and the reft of the 
officers of the brigade, requefting it as a favour 
they would remain till next day, when he affur- 
ed them lord Clive would arrive; that he. be- 
Nieves when fir Robert Fletcher, in the month of 
January, advifed him againft joining in the re- 
fignation, he told him, that thofe in particular 
who énjoyed .double pofts would incur the dif- 
' pleafure of the governor and council, and not be 
_ ¥¢-admitted into the fervice ; that, to the beft af 
| his 


/ 
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his knowledpe,. after the firft of May, when the 
officers had given in their commiffions to fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher, he (fir Robert) expreffed his fur- 
prize that they had fent them infa bundle, obferv- 
mg, that he expected every one would have given 
in hisown, or words to that purpofe. . a 

The honourable Charles Stuart, writer in the 
Company’s-fervice, being fworn, and the quef- 
tion being put by fir Robert Fletcher, depofed, | 
that he had often heard fir Robert Fletcher, par- 
ticularly in November 1765, complain of. the 
jicentioufnefs of many of the officers, and 
‘with to get rid of them, in hopes thereby of 
eftablifhing difcipline and good order among 
the reft. : 

Caprain Henry Watfon, quarter-mafter-gene- 
ral, being {worn, and the queftion being put by 
Gr Robert Fletcher, depofed, that he often heard 
fir Robert Fletcher complain of the irregularities 
of the officers of the firft brigade, ahd their inat- 
tention to his orders; that this was a little while 
before the affociation; and that he even heard him 
mention the fame fome months before that time; 
but. that he cannot charge his memory with fir 
Robert Fletcher’s having wifhed to get rid ‘of. 
fome of them, in hopes thereby of eftablifhing dif- 
_ Cipline among the rett. 

Mr. James Dunbar being recalled into coure, 
. and the queftions being put by fir Robert Flet- 
cher, depofed, chat whilft he acted as fir Rebere 
‘Fletcher’s aid de.camp, fir Robert often exprefted 
his uneafinefs to him on account of the irregula- 
rities of fome of tbe officers of the firft brigade; 
that he frequently faid he was determined at all - 
‘rifques, for his own peace and quiet, to effe& « 
seformation, or words to that purpofe; chat up- 
on-receipt of a letter from general Carnac, re- 
- garding 
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garding courts-martial, he faid he was made uns 
eafy by it, or words to that purpofe; that.to the 
beft of his recollection, in the month of January, 
‘ before he dined with fir Robert Fletcher at cap- 
tain Goddard’s, fir Robert told him, if thofe who 
held double pofts refigned the fervice, they in 
particular would not be re-admitted, or words to 
that purpofe ; that, to the beft of his recollection, 
he told fir Robert Fletcher he could not fubfit 
without his double poft, or words to that effect ; 
that when he told fir Robert Fletcher, in the 
month of April, that he had agreed to join with 
the reft of the officers engaged inthe refignation, 
fir Robert reprimanded him for fo doing in the 
ftrongeft terms, and told him, that he expected 
avery different conduct both from him and Mr. 
Kyd, or words to that purpofe; that to the beft 
of his recollection, the day he dined in captain 
Goddard’s tent with fir Robert Fletcher, he fat 
next to captain Roper, who fat next to captain _ 
Goddard ; that with regard to the converfation 
between captain Goddard and fir Robert Flet- 
cher, the firft thing that paffed was captain God- 
dard’s afking fir Robert Fletcher what he would 
do, fuppofing all the officers of the brigade were 
to leave him; to which fir Robert Fletcher re- 
plied, that would not be a good fcheme. He 
faid, better give in your commiffions to me, and 
ferve as volunteers till the pleafure of the gover- 
nor and council is known; and chat then, a little 
after this, fir Robert Fletcher faid, if the officers 
-refigned -before the fhips failed for Europe, it 
‘was probable they would carry. their poinr, or 
words to that purpofe; that he underftood from 
captain Goddard’s converfation, that he thought. 
himfelf ill ufed in not being confulted on the oc- 
.cafion, he being the oldeft captain prefent ;_ that, 
tQ 
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to the beft of his recollection, he heard fir Rabert 
Fletcher, in January, give lieutenant Kyd advice 
againtt refigning the fervice ; that he was prefent 
at a meeting of the officers, when upon. fir 
Robert F letcher and captain Bevan paffing — 
through the {quare, where it was held, the 
doors were immediately fhut, and the lights put 
out, to prevent its coming to fir Robert Fletcher’s 
knowledge. 

Mr. James Watts being recalled into court, 
and the queftions being put by fir Robert Flet- 
cher, depofed, that he heard captain Goddard 
fay, as a reafon for his not joining fooner with the 
officers in the refignation, that he thought him- 
felf dighted, in not being particularly confulted, 
as. the oldeft officer, or words to that. purpofe ; 
that he has heard captain Goddard make ufe of 
fome fuch expreffions as thefe; viz. that it was 
the officers own fault if they did not carry their 
point ; that he has heard fome officers fay, before 
the firft of May, but he cannot remember who, 
that they were apprehenfive fir Robert Fletcher 
would make them prifoners, and not accept of 
their commiffions ; that, fuppofing the public 
officers of fir Robert Fletcher’s family had not 
entered into the affociation, he cannot pretend to 
fay what effect their example might have had up- 
on him before he had engaged him(elf in the affo- 
ciation ; but after he had, neither their example, 
nor what fir Robert Fletcher could have faid, . 
would have prevented him from adhering to his 
engagements ; and that, during the time he was 
at Monghyr, fir Robert Fletcher dined with him 
once only. 

William Patton, enfign jn the firft regiment 
of infantry, being duly fworn, and queftioned by 
fir Robert F lexchers depofed, that if the public 

officers 
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officers of fir Robert Fletcher’s family had not en-— 
tered into the affociation, this deponent would 
not ‘have engaged in it; that in the beginning of 
January, when the officers firft had a mecting, 
the reafon given by the officers why captain God- 
dard did not join with the reft was, that he (God- 
dard) thought he fhould have been particularly 
confulted ; and as he was the oldeft captain, he 
expected the reft of the officers fhouid have met 
‘at his tent; that fir Robert Fletcher fent for this 
‘deponent about the 22d of April, and advifed . 
‘him to have no concern in the affociation; that 
fir Robert Fletcher propofed to advance him ~ 
| poe l. in order that he might pay the penalty, 
ond, provided he would difengage himfelf from 
the affociation; but that he could not accept the 
offer, as he confidered himfelf as farther bound ; 
that when the .officers were carrying on the 
{cheme of refignation, they ufed much _precau- 
‘tion to keep it from the knowledge of fir Robert 
Fletcher ; that towards the end of April, when 
the officers firft knew their proceedings had 
come to the knowledge of fir Robert Flet- 
~ cher, they feemed afraid of. being fent down 
to Calcutta, and expreffed great refentment 
againft the informer; that on the 14th of May, 
when the officers were deliberating upon fir Ro- 
“pert Fletcher’s letter, requefting they would ftay 
till che arrival of lord Clive, this deponent heard 
captain Goddard fay, that, though all the offi- 
cers fhould agree to ftay, he would go away 
alone ; and that when fir Roberc Fletcher advif- 
‘éd him’ againft refigning, he (fir Robert) told 
him, that as he enjoyed a double allowance, as a 
‘feapoy officer, he would, by quitting the fervice, 
fo far incur the difpleafure of the governor and 
‘council as never to be admitted into the fervice 
‘ again, or words to that effect, 
Allen 
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Allen M‘Pherfon, lieutenant nthe fir regi 
ment of infantry on the Bengal eftablifhment, 
being duly fworn, and queftioned by fir Robert 
Fletcher, depofed, that the officers feemed de- 
termined to have the batta reftored, or quit the 
fervice; that he thinks, if the public officers of 
fir Robert Fletcher’s family had not entered into © 
the affociation, he thould not have engaged iin it; 
that fir Robert Fletcher. fent to this deponent, 
between the zoth and 25th of April, and advifed 
him to have no concern in the affociation; and 
that fir Robert fent for him again in May, and 


— advifed him by no means to fuffer this deponent’s 


brother to leave the brigade, and at the fame 
time offered to advance him money to pay the 
5001 penalty which he would be liable to incur 
by retracting. 

John Shrimpton, lieutenant in the firft regi- 
ment of infantry on the Bengal eftablifhment, be- 
ing. duly fworn, and queftioned by fir Robert 
Fletcher, depofed, that about the 2oth or 25th 


of April, fir Robert Fletcher fent for this de- 


ponent, and affured him, that it was his (fir Ro- 
bert’s) opinion, lord Clive would never give way 
to the combination.of the officers; and that to 


the beft of his knowledge, he told fir Robert Flet- 
‘cher, that he could not retract at that times and 


that in the beginning of May fir Robert Fletcher 
offered to advance this deponent money to pay 
the s00 1]. penalty, which ‘he was liable to incur 


by retracting. 


Captain Frederick ‘Thomas Smith, being re- 
called into court, and the queftions being put to 
him by fir Roberr Fletcher, depofed, that, during 
the cime he was ac Monghyr (between the rrth 
and 17th of May, 1766), fir Robert Fletcher’s 
conduct, in regard to his preventing and quelling 
difturbances among the omecrs and foldiers, was, 

in 
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, in every refpeét, becoming the character of a good 
officer ; that fir Robert Fletcher fent this depon- 
ent with pofitive orders to turn captain Goddard 
out of the fort at Monghyr; and that onthe 14th 
of May, about dinner time, fir Robert Fletcher 
fhewed captain Goddard lord Clive’s letter,. re- 
quefting the officers to ftay till his eee S$ ar- 
rival at Monghyr. 

Mofes Crawford, late furgeon’s aGiftant, now 
enfign in the firft regiment of infantry on the Ben- 
gal eftablifkment, being duly fworn, and quef- 
tioned by fir Robert Fletcher, depofed, That fir 
Robert fent for this deponent twice, and made 
ufe of feveral arguments with him to accept a 
comnniffion, which at laft induced him to enter: 
into the army; and that fir Robert Fletcher ap- 
pointed two fergeants to act as officers at the fame. 
time. 

Philip Mufkard, lieutenant fire- ecrler in the 
firft company of artillery, being fworn, and the 
queftions put to him by fir Robert Fletcher, de- 
_ pofed, That fir Robert Fletcher fent for this de-' 
ponent on the 14th of May, at which time he 
was a conduétor of artillery; and alfo fent for 
Mr. Rafhfield, another conduétor, and onered 
to appoint them to aét as officers. 

James Crawford, lieutenant in the fourth _ 
talion of feapoys, being {worn, depofed, Thar 
on the 33th of May he received orders from fir 
‘Robert Fletcher, dated the roth or 13th of May, 
to join the brigade with all poffible expedition ; 
and that he began his march onthe 13th (May) in| 
confequence of orders from lord Clive, dated the 
gth,of May ; that he arrived at Monghyr, which 
is between 50 and 60 cofs diftant from his poft, 
on the ae and that, upon his arrival, fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher ufed many arguments with him to 
continue in the fervice. 

George 
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’ George Brown, lieutenant in the firft regiment 
of infantry, being {worn, depofed, That on the 
1ft of May he was ftationed at Tarrapore, and that . 
he received orders from fir Roberc Fletcher for 
recalling him to Monghyr ; that he arrived there 
on the 16th or 17th of May, and that upon his 
arrival, fir Robert Fletcher ufed many arguments 
with him to remain in the fervice.’ 

Alexander Hardy, late enfign in the firft, now 
of the fecond regiment of infantry on the Bengal 
eftablifhment, being fworn, and queftioned, by 
fir Robert Fletcher, depofed, That he copied a 
letter for captain Goddard, addreffed to the offi- 
cers of the third brigade; and that captain God- 
dard enjoined him to conceal the contents of it 
from every one, particularly from the colonel; 
and being afked, who did he fuppofe captain 
Goddard meant by the colonel ? he replied, lteu- 
tenant-colonel fir Robert Fletcher. 

Thomas Carnegie, furgeon to the Patra ae 
tory, being fworn, and the queftions put to him 
by fir Robert Fletcher, depofed, that about the 
latter end of January, to the beft of his remem- 
brance, he heard it publicly talked of at Cal- 
cutta, that the officers intended to refign and 
fend down their commiffions. 

Philip Daniel, fergeant in lieutenant-colonel fir 
Robert F letcher’s company in the firft regiment 
of infantry on the Bengal eftablifhment, being 
fworn, and queftioned by fir Robert Fletcher, de- 
pofed, That on the 14th of May he obferved a 
great part of the regiment. got. under arms, in a 
tumultuous, mutinous manner; and foon after, 
fir Robert Fletcher appeared on the parade, and 
demanded the reafon of their unfoldierlike beha- 
viour: he told them, that it’ was his defire they 
‘fhould return to their barracks; and affured them, 
7 | that 
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that if every officer of the brigade fhould leave 
them, he would ftay with them; upon which the 
Fegiment did return to their barracks: the de- 
ponent further faid, he has heard a good many of 
the regiment, he believes the major part of them, 
fay, that if it was not for the particular regard 
they had for the colonel, they would every man 
have gone away:with the officers; and that on the 
14th of May two volunteers, Meff. Haldam and 
Skinner, were appointed to act as officers. 

The fum of thefe evidences is, That fir Robert 
Fletcher had frequently complained of the irre- 
gularities of many of the officers, and their inat- 
tention to their duty——that he withed to get rid of 
fome of them,,. in order to eftablith a proper dif- 
cipline;—that before the time of his dining with 
captain Goddard in January, he advifed his ma- 
jor of brigade (captain Bevan) not to be concern- 
ed in the refignation; and in April following, 
.expreffed his furprife, that an affociation was 
formed; his expectation being, that the officers 
would each deliver in his own commiffion, and 
not refign in a body—that upon captain God- 
dard’s afking him, what he would do if all the 
officers of the brigade were to leave him? he re- 
plied, that would not be a good fcheme—that they 
had better give in their commiffions to him, and 
ferve as near till the pleafure of the gover- 
nor and council fhould be known—and that, if 
they refigned before the fhips failed for Europe, 
it_was probable they would carry their point— 
that he ufed arguments with feveral of his officers 
to diffuade them from refigning—that in order to 
prevail upon Meff. Patton, M*‘Pherfon, and 
Shrimpton, to continue in the fervice, and to in- 
demnify them for relinquifhing the affociation, 
he offered to advance to each of them the . 

po whic 
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Which shey were feverally Hable to pay for-recraét:* 
ing—-that-on the third of May he wrote a ftrong’ 
Fetter to his brother on -the'coaft, conjuring hinr 
to counteract the efforts making: by the Bengat 
officers, to prevent thote of Madrafs from com- 
ing to fupply: their places—chat upon the 14th 
May, in comMequenée of a letter from lord Clive,’ 
he -defired the officers to do duty till‘nexe day, 
when his lordfhip would arrive—and that, wher 
the European regiment (the 14th May) got un- 
der arms in a tumultuous manner, -he exerted 
himfelf to Pieler: CPOE and. prevent a muy 
tiny. - 
’ Sir Robert Fletcher - having acquainted ihe 
court, That he had no more evidences to calt 
upon; ‘the judge advocate replied, ‘* That moft 
‘ of the points which had been-endeavoured. to 
be proved againft fir Robert Fletcher remain 
‘* ing uncontroverted,’ he did not trouble the 
“© court with the examination-of any: evidences im 
“ reply.- He only begged leave to obferve, 
“ That it appeared to the court, upon the joint 
* evidence of captain Goddard, captain Roper, 
“ captain Bevany Mr. Dunbar, and other evt- 
*¢ dences, that a fcheme of refignation of com- 
‘¢ miffions came to the knowledge of fir Robert. 
“© Fletcher in the month of January laft, and that 
te fir Robert Fletcher had not made it appear to , 
“‘ the court, that he, at that or any other period 
of time, made Jord Clive, or general Carnac, 
*¢ or the governor and council, acquainted there- 
« with.” Upon which fir Robert Fletcher made 
the following obfervation. | 

‘© As I was not charged, in the courfe of the 
“ evidence againft me, with neglecting to give 
*© due information to lord Clive, &c. in January 


* aft, I did not think it at all neceflary to trouble 
I * the 
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the court on that head. In anfwer to the firf 
part of the judge advocate’s obfervation, I 
muft remark, that no fcheme of refignation 
came to my knowledge in January laft; nor: 


-was any fcheme formed. Mr. Duabar did 


mention fomething to me of a meeting of the 
officers in January laft; buc at that meeting 


© not a word of refignation was mentioned, nor 


any fcheme whatfoever propofed. In this ftate 
of uncertainty did things continue until a day 
or two. after I dined with captain Goddard, 
when I was affured that the officers had deter- 
mined to addrefs the governor and council, 
and it-was my wifbes that fo difagreeable a fub- 
je& fhould go from themfelves, rather than 
from me, to his lordfhip:. as a proof of which, 
I advifed their fending their addrefs immedi- 
ately (and not through me) to the general. 
The general’s anfwer was in the like manner 
addreffed to them. Had the talk of a generab 
refignation bees. confined to Monghyr, f fhould 
certainly have written to his lordfhip as foon 
as | heard of it; but at that very time, the 
fubjeét was publicly fpoken of every where 
elfe; and as I was then well informed, parti- 


‘¢ cularly in Calcutta,and could not poffibly efcape 


his lordfhip’s ears. I thought it theretore much. 


, better for me to remain quiet, and keep in their 


confidence till they had come to fame deter-~ 
mination, than prematurely to trouble his 
lordfhip with rumours which I knew were pub- 
lic, and for which |] imagined [ fhould not 
have been thanked, particularly as I had bute 
a fhort time before got a fevere reprimand from: 
the committee, for writing on the .fubject of 
the batta of the commanding officers of the 
brigades; and, as a farther proof of the juft- 
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‘ nefs of that opinion, I fhall obferve to the 
“ court, that when his lordfhip was at Chuprah, 
‘© mentioned in one of my letters to him, that 
‘“‘ the officers of the regiment complained again 
‘cof the infufficiency of their allowance, for 
« which I got another reprimand, and was told, 
* that he was furprifed at my mentioning a fub- 
syect which I knew the board was. determined 
‘to difcourage. Ic was not till very near -the 
“ time of my dining with captain Goddard that 
“ I gave over hopes of diffuading my own fami- 
“Jy, by which I fhould have brought the whole 
“co nothing; and it was my refolution to have 
“¢ siven lord Clive an account of that day’s con- 
“ verfation immediately, had I not found, that, 
«: inftead of adopting the fcheme which I propof- 
‘ed, they had determined to addrefs the board. 
‘© About the 24th of April I informed his lord- 
* fhip, that the officers had three months before 
‘¢ talked of refigning, if their batta was not re- : 
* ftored; and his lordfhip at that time entirely 
‘‘ approved of my conduét. In like manner, 
“* when the officers determination to refign came 
* to my knowledge, about the 2oth of April, I 
** firft of all ufed my endeavours to break it off 
‘¢ myfelf, by perfuading all, over whom I had 
“© the leaft influence, not to perfift in it, till find. - 
*© ing I could not fucceed, and being affured by 
* the additional information which I received 
*‘ the oath or 25th, that they would certainly put 
“© cheir fcheme in execution, I then gave imme- 
“ diate notice to his lordfhip. 1 muft remark, 
“‘ that in one of my letters to his lordfhip, be- 
*¢ fore his arrival at Monghyr, about the 12th 
** or 13th of May, I did inform him that I had 
*¢ once pretended to enter into fome of their in- 
“* tended meafures, in order to gain their confi- 

12 “¢ dence, 
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“ dence, and mentioned it again to him at 
‘© Monghyr. - I farther beg leave to inform the 
“¢ court, that lord Clive found it needlefs to an- 
‘¢ (wer my letter of the 12th or 13th of May, be- 
‘s caufe his lordfhip expected to be in Monghyr 
« himfelf the next day. On the 15th, when his 
‘* lordfhip arrived, I, among other remarks, re- 
«* peated to his lordfhip what I mentioned in that 
letter, and his lordfhip exprefied himiclt en- 
“ tirely fatisfied with my conduct. 

“©The court then enquired of fieaeaane. co- 
‘¢ Jonel fir Robert Fletcher, if he could produce 
‘“S any proofs of lord Clive’s having exprefied 
«< himfelf entirely fatisfied with his conduct; to 
*s which fir Robert Fletcher replied, no he could. 
** not, as it was a private converfation between 
«¢ Jord Clive and him; and this did not occur to 
‘ fir Robert Fletcher, until the prefident afked 
“¢ him if lord: Clive anfwered his letter of thé 12th 
‘or 13th of May. 

“¢ Sir Robert Fletcher then begged leave to 
‘¢ Jay before the court, an extract from his let- 
“‘ ter to lord Clive *, dated the 2 sth of April, 
** together with his lordthip” s anfwer +, and de- 
“ fired that the court would admit of their being 
*‘ entered upon the face of the proceedings ; 
‘© which being agreed to, they were entered ac- 
“‘ cordingly.” 

It has not in the courfe of our narrative ap- 
peared, nor have we feen it on the trial attempt- 
ed to be proved, that fir Robert Fletcher gave 
any information to his colonel, or to the com- 
mander in chief (previous to his letter to lord 
Clive, dated the 25th of April) that the officers 
had entered into a general combination to refign 
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their commiffions ; and even that letter was not 
written till colonel fir Robert Barker had taken 
the alarm, as appears by his letter co fir Robert 
Fletcher of the 21ft (Appendix No. 7.) | 
Sir Robert Fletcher in his letter of the 14th 
of May teHs lord Clive, that fo long ago as Ja- 
nuary he heard, ** The whole were to forma plan 
‘© of quitting the brigades without giving any 
“© warning.” This furely was a combination of 
a.very alarming nature, and the intelligence 
ought to have been communicated to the go- 
vernor; but fir Robert did not communicate it 
even to his colonel. In the month of June, 
when he finds that reports are circulated to his 
prejudice, he endeavours, by his letter to lord 
Clive, dated the 22d, to invalidate thofe reports ; 
and, amongft other arguments, in vindication of 
his conduct, advances the following: ‘* As for 
“© che combination itfelf, ic was neat the end of 
«© April before I knew any thing of it.” How 
are thefe palpable contradictions to be recon- 
ciled ? Let us look into his trial; Jet us read 
his defence; there we find them multiplied: for 
when the judge advocate obferved to the court, | 
that upon the joint evidence of captain Goddard, 
captain Roper, captain Bevan, Mr. Dunbar, and 
others, that a fcheme of refignation of com- - 
miffions came to the knowledge of fir Robert 
Fletcher in the month of January; and that fir 
Robert Fletcher had not made it appear to the 
court, that he, at that or any other period of 
time, made lord Clive, general Carnac, or the 
governor and council, acquainted therewith, fir 
Robert Fletcher replied, ** I muft remark that 
‘* no {cheme of refignation came to my know- 
‘led ge in January laft, nor was any {cheme then 
‘formed. Mr. Dunbar did mention fomething 
; ] 3 - 6 ¢g 
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“ to me of a meeting of the officers in January 
«© Jaft ; but at that meeting not a word of refig- 
“© nation was mentioned, nor any fcheme what- 
“s ever propofed.” The moft favourable inter- 
pretation that can be put upon thefe contradic- 
tions is very equivocal; viz. that he heard in Ja- 
nuary, the whole were to form a plan of quitting 
the brigades, withoyt giving any warning ; but 
that he did not hear the plan was actually form- 


ed in January; and farther, that no fcheme of 


refignation came to his knowledge, although the 
Intention to form a plan of quitting the brigades 
without giving any warning, did come to his 
knowledge.—To reconcile this feeming contra- 
diction, we muft fuppofe fir Robert Fletcher 
means to fet up a diftinction between a fcheme of 
refignation, and a fcheme of defertion ; the for- 
mer he did not hear of, the latrer he did. But 
Mr. Dunbar, his own aid de camp, has pofitively 
{worn, *‘ that in the month of January, a con- 
** verfation did pafs between fir Robert Fletcher 
‘© and him, upon the fubyect of a general refig- 
“¢ nation ;” and his major of brigade, captain 
Bevan, has pofitively fworn, ‘* that about the lat- 
‘© ter end of December, or beginning of January, 
“© fir Robert Fletcher came into his room (he 
** then keeping his bed), and told him that he 
‘* heard the officers intended to refign their com- 
‘¢ miffions, on account of the batta being re- 
“© duced.” 

That a general refignation of the officers of the 
firft brigade was the “fabjedt of converfation, at 
captain Goddard’s table, in January; that fir 
Robert Fletcher difcourfed with them upon the 
fubjeét, and propofed to them a fcheme for con- 
ducting it, has been proved by the depofitions of 
the whole company: fir Robert himfelf acknow- 

ledges 
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ledges as much, and likewife that he knew of the 
Intention of the officers, even before that .day. ~ 
His words are thefe. ‘ It was not till very near 
<<‘ the time of my dining with captain Goddard 
‘“* (the latter end of December or beginning of 
“* January) that I gave over hopes of diffuading 
*¢ myown family, by whichI fhould have brought 
«* che whole to nothing ; and it was my refolu- 
‘¢ tion to have given lord Clive an account of 
*¢ that day’s converfation immediately, had not 
* I found, that, inftead of adopting the fcheme 
“I propofed, they determined to addrefs the 
“ board.” His aid de camp was farther fworn, 
*‘ that, to the beft of his recolleCtion, he ac- 
* quainted fir Robert Fletcher, between the 18th 
*¢ and 20th of April, that the officers had receiv- 
‘© ed favourable accounts from the other bri- 
‘ gades ;” and doubts not that he alfo acquaint- 
ed fir Robert Fletcher, between the 18th and 
20th of April, ‘* that the officers received letters 
‘“¢ from the other brigades, and alfo wrote letters 
* tothem, upon the fubject of the refignation.” 
«Sir Robert Fletcher himfelf acknowledges, 
that the officers determination to refign came 
to his knowledge about the 2oth of April ; 
and that after the 20th it began to be reported 
that the officers of the fecond brigade had en- 
‘¢ gaged in a like affociation ; but that he does 
“ not recollect any thing certain of them till the 
“ 24th or 25th, when talking with a gentleman, 
‘© who had joined with the refit, and pretending 
“to be acquainted with every thing before, he 
“ Jearnt from him, that and many other circum- 
“* ftances ; particularly, that the firft of May was 
** fixed upon for refignigg, and that the officers 
“ had fome thoughts of ferving as volunteers till 
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saa the pleafure of the governor and council fhould 

“° be known.” — : 
Why did he not immediately communicate all 

this intelligence to his fuperiors, to whom it cer- 

tainly was his duty to communicate every. the. 


_ moft minute circumftance that came to his know; 


ledge relating to fuch a dangerous combination ? 
He could not but judge it to be particularly re- 
quifite that lord Clive and colonel Smith fhould 
be made acquainted, as early as poffible, with 
the intention of the officers of the fecond brigade, 
whofe refignation was likely td be attended with 
the mof{t fatal confequences, as they were upon 
actual fervice, and at the diftance of eight hun- 
dred miles from the prefidency. But he did not 
divulge the intentions of the brigade under his 
own command ar Monghyr, till the 25th of April 
(fix days only before the day fixed upon for the 
refignation) when ke wrote to lord Clive, men- 
tioning the intended refiynation of the officers of 
the firft brigade as a meafure which feemed likely 
to.take place, and Which had juft then only come 
to his knowledge; and even that letter was not 
written till after he had received fir Robert Bar- 
ker’s of the 21 ft, by which he found the plot was 
prematurely difcovered at Patna, and would of 
courfe be immediately communicated by others, 
if not by him. It is alfo to be obferved, that lord 
Clive did not receive any letter from fir Robert 
Fletcher between that of the 25th April, which 
gave the firft intimation of the affair, and that of 
the rft of May, which informed his lordfhip that 
fir Robert Fletcher had actyally accepted the 

commiffions of the officers of the firft brigade. 
The concealment, however (though that alone 
by the fourth article of che fecond fection of the 
articles of war is a capital offence) is the lighteft 
part 


| . € rar 
part of the charge apainit fir Robert Fletcher ; 
the excitement of fedition or mutiny, is the prin- 
cipal point; and we fhall here collect the proofs, 


impartially, from his own words, and from the ~ 
facts which ftand upon the proceedings of the | 


general court martial. 

Captain Goddard has pofitively {worn, that in 
a company ‘confifting of fir Robert Fletcher, cap- 
tains Roper and Parker, lieutenants Watts, Dun- 
bar, Bevan, and Francis, and Mr. Bagot, the fur- 
geon, who dined with him in December 1765, 
or in January 1766, the reduction of the batta 
being the fubjeét of converfation, fir Robert Flet- 
cher faid, that he thought the memorials which 
had been prefented would have no effect, altho’ 
the orders of the company on that head were not 
pofitive ; that he then declared, there was one 
method to recover it, and that was by a general 
refignation, which could not fail of fuccefs, ag 
‘the diffenfion of the civil, joined to that of the 
military, would carry every thing ; that the dif- 


courfe then turning upon the method of refign-- 


ing, fir Robert Fletcher faid, ** fend me your com- 
‘© miffions and I will receive them,” and advifed 
the fcheme fhould be put into execution before 
the next fhips failed for England ; as their car- 
rying home accounts of the batta being reduced 
would ftrengthen lord Clive’s intereft fo much, 
that it would be in vain to attempt the recovery 
of it hereafter; and intimated at parting, that it 
might be prejudicial to him to have that conver- 
fation repeated : that fir Robert Fletcher after- 
wards, in private, pointed out to him the readi- 
nefs of Mr. Bevan’s (the brigade.major) joining in 
the refignation: that thefe arguments of fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher, added to a fufpicion that had been 
entertained of his wanting to get a majority by 

Che 
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the refignation of others, induced him to enter 


~ gnto the combination to which he had been before - 


averfe : and that fir Robert Fletcher had, pub- 
licly at table that day, expreffed his furprife that 
captain Goddard had not joined in the combina- 
tion, as he thought an officer of his fpirit fhould 
have been the firft to have engaged in it, or words 
to that effect. 

. Captain Roper has confirmed the greateft ‘part 
of captain Goddard’s evidence: he has fworn, 
thac fir Robert Fletcher, in that converfation, 
gave it as his opinion, that the memorials to the 
board would prove ineffectual ; that, the refigna- 
tion being mentioned, he faid that was the only 
method ; and that the prefent diffenfions amongft 
the civilians in Calcutta would greatly favour 
fuch a meafure, or words to that effect: that he 
would accept of the commiffions ; and that whats 
Mer was to be done, ought to be finifhed before 
the fhips failed. 

_ Mr. Watts {wears, that at the time abovemen- 
tioned, the converfation turning upon the reduc- 


tion of the batta, remonftrances and a general - 


refignation were talked of to remove it; when 
fis Kobert Fletcher gave it as his opinion, that if 


a general refignation fhould take place, the batra . 


would be reftored ; and propofed, that the com- 
miffions fhould be delivered up at the commence- 
ment of a month; that the officers fhould receive 
no pay, but ferve as volunteers till the determi- 


nation of the governor and council fhould be 
known ; and that upon thofe conditions he would | 
accept of the commiffions. Mr. Watts farther 


depofes, that he heard fir Robert Fletcher men- 
tion the departure of the Europe fhips, and that 


he heard the word diffentton mentioned, tho’ he 


does not recollect what was faid upon thofe fub- 
jects : 
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jets: that upon the ftrength of what captain 
Goddard has told him, he might have declared 
that captain Goddard was influenced by fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher to refign his commiffion. 

Mr. Francis fwears, that in the courfe of that 
day’s converfation, fir Robert Fletcher afked cap- 
tain Goddard what he was afraid of? and told 
him there was a method of getting the batta 
again: that captain Goddard faid he did not 
know how : that fir Robert Fletcher again faid, 
there was a method, but ic was not his place to 
point it out: that a little time after fir Robert 
Fletcher propofed that the officers fhould all ree 
fign their commiffions, and ferve as volunteers 
till an anfwer fhould come from the board ; that: 
he would be bound to get the intereft of the four 
Madrafs counfellors for the officers; and added, 
that as it was well known lord Clive was no 2 ae 
of his, he hoped that difcourfe would go no fa 
ther. . 
Such are the proofs that fir Robert Fletcher 
propofed the fcheme of a general refignation, and 
infpired the officers with hopes that it could not 
fail of fuccefs. 

For the fake of candour much time has been 
employed in fumming up the evidences of facts, 
which we no where find contradicted.—Had they 
not been here produced in the very expreffions of | 
the feveral witneffes, it might perhaps have been 
faid, that the fame facts may be varioufly ftated, 
- and that they were here reprefented in the moft 
unfavourable manner. No fufpicion, therefore, 
of partiality can hitherto have arifen; and as we 
are now to affert that fir Robere Fletcher himfelf 
has confeffed, in his defence, that he advifed the 
very plan of general refignation which was after- 
wards carried into execution, and encouraged 

the 
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the officers to adopt it, we fhall beg leave to re- 
peat his own words, which are fo clear and 
ftrong, that the proof might have refted upon 
them alone, without the depofition of a firgle 
witnefs. * After dinner, fays he, captain Goddard 
“© fuddenly addreffed himfelf to me, in the follow- 
‘¢ing words, or words to the fame purpofe ; 
*¢ What would you do if we were to leave you 
“¢ alone with the brigade ? I anfwered, that I did 
“ not think that would be a good fcheme; that 
- & however, there was a method for the recovery 
‘© of che batta, but it was not my bufinefs to 
“© point itout. Enquiry then being madeof me what | 
*‘ that method was, I advifed that they fhould 
‘¢ fend in their commiffions to me at the begin- 
‘© ning of a month, and ferve as volunteers, with- 
© out pay, till the determination of the governor 
s¢ fhould be known. Captain Parker here inter- 
‘© rupted me, by calling out to captain Goddard, 
“sthat ‘he {melt a majority :” Upon which he 
“¢ feemed much offended, and replied ; That his 
“‘ not being confulted, as oldeft officer in the 
“* brigade, was rather flighting him. I then told 
** captain Goddard, that ! thought there was no- 
** thing to fear; and that the officers would pro- 
“‘ bably carry their point, if they acted prudent- 
‘€ ly, and finifhed their bufineis before the failing 
‘© of the Europe fhips. 1 afterwards mentioned 
¢¢ fome other reafons (but what I do not recollect) 
‘«¢ why it appeared likely that the batta might be 
“< reftored, if the officers confented to ferve as 
‘‘ volunteers; and I told them, that upon that 
‘© condition 1 would accept of their commiffions. 
«¢ This, to the beft of my recollection, is an ex- 
«< act account of the converfation which then paff- 
*¢ ed ; and when the company broke up, I defired 
¢¢ chat what I had there {aid might go no farther ; 
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_*© to which, T think, captain Goddard promifed | 
“¢ upon his ‘honour it fhould not.” 

After this, it is furely unneceffary to add an- 
other word in proof of theallegation. It may not 
be improper, however, to take notice of fome 
circumftances, which fir Robert Fletcher feems 
to think fhould extenuate the weight of the 
charge. 

Towards the clofe of his defence, he afferts, 
that about the 24th of April he informed lord 
Clive, ‘© the officers had, three months before, 
“talked of refigning if their batta was not re- 
<¢ ftored,” and that lord Clive at that time en- 
tirely approved of hisconduct. By the informa- 
tion here fpoken of, we can underftand no other 
than the copy of his letterto fir Robert Barker, 
dated the 24th of April *, which fir Robert Flet- 
cher enclofed to lord Clive in his letter of the 25th +, 
and by the approbation muft be underftood lord — 
Ciive’s an{wer of the 28th f. 

In the letter to fir Robert Barker, he fays, ‘ it 
‘Sis near three months, fince the officers talked 
‘of not ferving unlefs their batta was reftored : 
“ foon after a remonftrance was written to the 
“< board, and I imagined the anfwer fent them 
through me had entirely put a ftop to any 
« farther proceedings.” This is what, in the 
clofe of his defence, he would eftablifh as a full 
information to lord Clive of his condudt. 

With regard to the approbation, which he 
mentions to have* received from lord Clive, let 
us enquire whence that approbation arofe, and 
how it was expreffed. 

Sir Robert Fletcher, in his letter of the 25th 
of April, informs lord Clive, that lieutenant Ber 


* See Appendix, No. 8. + See Appendix, No. 6. 
qt See Appendix, No, 9. 
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van, who alone was clear of the fcrape, had act- 
ed by his (fir Robert Fletcher’s) advice, and had 
mn confequence ftood fingle againft the torrent ; 
that the officers intended to fhew fome refent- 
ment againft Mr. Bevan upon this occafion, but 
that he (fir Robert Fletcher) was ufing his in- 
fluence to prevent it; and adds in the poftfcripr, 
(which he has omitted in his defence) ‘* that in 
s* cafe the officers fhould not continue to ferve, 
“© he would appoint the cadets, and the beft of 
“the fergeants, to act as enfigns until he heard 
*¢ from Jord Clive.” ‘This then, we find, is the 
conduct of fir Robert Fletcher in the month of - 
April, which lord Clive in his anfwer the 28th 
was pleafed to approve. The words aré thefe, 
<< Your conduct with refpect to the combination 
“* entering into by the officers of the brigade un- 
“© der your command is highly commendable, 
“¢ and you have my fincere thanks on the occa- 
<< fion.” From hence fir Robert Fletcher would 
infiuate, that lord Clive approved of his January 
conduct, though it is evident that his lordfhip 
was not acquainted with any part of it till the 14th 
of May. : 

He farther ‘informs the court, that, on lord 
Clive’s arrival at Monghyr, he refumed the fub- 
ject of his letter of the 14th of May +; to which 
lord Clive, having received it only the evening 
before on the road, had not written an anfwer; 
that he then mentioned his having once pretend- 
ed to enter into fome of the intended meafures of 
the officers, in order to gain their confidence; 
and chat lord Clive at that time exprefied himfelf 
entirely fatisfied with his conduct. Since fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher feems to lay great ftrefs upon this 


+ See Appendix, No, 45. 
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circumftance, candor requires that it fhould be 
allowed its fulleft force, efpecially as the conver- 
fation paffed between lord Clive and him in pri- 
vate, and therefore admits of no proof. But how 
far will this fort of vindication go? Lord Clive, 
to fir Robert Fletcher, thought proper to exprefs 
himfelf fatisied. Can any man, however, ima- 
gine that lord Clive was really fatisfied? Was nos 
lord Clive, on the morning of his arrival, inform- 
ed by captains Smith and Pearfon, that captain 
Goddard, and others, accufed their leutenant-. 
colonel of having been the principal inftigator of 
the defection, and that they were defirous of an 
opportunity to prove the .truth of their allega- 
tion? After fuch intelligence, which, at the fame 
time that ic threw a new and great light upon fir 
Robert Fletcher’s own confeffion, did not, how- 
ever, unravel the whole-myftery, 1s it poffible 
that lord Clive could have been fatisfied with fir 
Robert Fletcher’s conduct ? No; but the fituation 
-ef public affairs was to be confidered: the times 
would not then allow of any appearance of dif- 
 fatisfaction or miftruft, much lefs would they 
allow of a more particular or public enquiry: the 
foldiers of the European regiment were ftrongly 
attached to fir Robert Fletcher, and they had‘al. 
ready fhewn a difpofition to mutiny, provided 
he would have headed them. <A very {mall pro- 
portion of officers could yet be fpared for the 
common duties of .the garrifon ; colonel Smith, 
and fir Robert Barker, it was well known, ftood 
in need of officers, and it was indifpenfably necef- 
fary that as many as the condition of the firft bri. 
gade would admit of fhould be pufhed forward 
without delay to their affiftance. Befides, exclufive 
of thefe confiderations, lord Clive was tender of 
giving too eafy credit to affertions, which mighe 
. 2 : poflibly 
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poffibly have been dictated by the malice and res 
fentment of men grown defperate by difappoint- 
ment, and ‘who were perhaps in hopes of vindi- 
cating their own behaviour by arraigning, at the 
expence of truth, the behaviour of their com- 
manding officer. For thefe reafons he determin- 
ed to look upon the allegation merely as a mat- 
ter of private information ; to pafs over, for the 
prefent, the inconfiftencies that appeared in fir 
Robert Fletcher’s letters ; to wait a more proper’ 
feafon for comparing them with his conduct; and 
to leave him in the chearful performance of his 
duty, in this time of military confufion, when no 
other officer of his rank could be had to take 
charge of the brigade, and when only one captain 
and three fubalterns (two of whom had been made 
from fergeants) could be fpared to keep up the bare 
appearance of a corps. This was the true ftate of 
the cafe, asit then ftood; and that thefe were 
then the fentiments of lord Clive, can be vouch- 
ed by every man who had the honour to enjoy his 
lordfhip’s confidence. 

The ‘proof of the facts, alledged againft fir 
Robert Fletcher, refts upon the depofitions we 
have feen made by the witneffes, and alfo upon his 
own words in his defence, which require no far- 
ther comment. 

It remains only to obferve, that fir Robert Flet- 
‘cher, doubtful of the ftrength of his reafoning, 
recurs finally to the arguments made ufe of by 
lieutenant Vertue: ‘* Can officers, fays he, in the 
«© Company’s fervice, not bound by any con- 
‘© tract, legally refign their commiffions, without 
*‘ the confent of the. governor and council; or 
“s are they guilty of mutiny in doing it f—If they 
* are not, can a perfon be guilty of mutiny in 
*¢ only advifing them to do it?” | : 

| The 
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The firft of thefe queftions has already been 


anfwered by the fentence paffed upon lieutenant _ 
Vertue; and the fecond is fufficiently an{wered, 
by the following ; | 


Copy of the fentence paffed by the ala court 
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martial upon lieutenant-colonel fir Robert 
Fletcher, viz. 


‘© Fhe prefident and members, having taken 
into mature confideration the whole evidence 
for and againft the prifoner, lieutenant-colonel 
fir Robert Fletcher, together with his defence, 
are of opinion, that he is guilty of mutiny, 
the crime laid to his charge, by a breach of 
the third and fourth articles of the fecond fec- 
tion of the articles of war; the prifoner hav- 
ing excited fedition, and after coming to the 
knowledge of a mutiny, or intended mutiny, 
having delayed to give information thereof to 
his commanding officer; rhe court do there- 
fore adjudge him, and he is hereby adjudged, 

to be cafhiered.” 
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APPEN ODI X. 


No. 1. 


Extra from the Company’s general letter tq 
Bengal, dated ift June, 1764, per Lapwing. 


AR. 39. We gave you our fentiments fo 

fully upon the exorbitant military expences 
at your prefidency, in our letter of the oth 
March, 1763, that we have now only moft pofi- 
tively to enforce the orders therein given, for 
your taking every opportunity to reduce them 
within the moft frugal bounds the general good of 
the fervice will admit of. But with refpect te 
» the double batta however, wé as pofitively or- 
der, that immediately upon the receipt hereof, 
half of it be ftruck off; that is to fay, all our. 
_ Military-are to have fingle batta only, in the fame 
manner as is allowed at our prefidency of Fort St. 
George; and even this fingle batta, we moft ear- 
neftly recommend it to you to reduce, whenever 
circumftances willadmit of it. 


No. 2. 
Copy of the bond executed by the officers.— 
oe to lord Clive by fir Robert Flet- 
cher. , : 


- Whereas we the underwritten have entered in- 
tO an agreement to refign our commiffions in the 
honour- 
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honourable Company’s fervice, and not to re- 
fume them unlefs the batta of the troops is again 
reftored to what it was in July and Auguft 1763. 
-——Be it known unto all men, that we hereby 
bind and oblige ourtelves, feverally, not to accept 
of any commiffion in the fervice of the honourable 
Company whatever, either through fear, com- 
pulfion, or choice, unlefs the aforefaid batta is 
reftored; under the penalty of sool. fterling 
money of England, recoverable in any of his ma- 
jefty’s courts of juftice, by the majority, or any 
five of the fubfcribers to this bond. If the barta 
is reftored to the above-mentioned ftandard, then 
this obligation to be void and of no effect, other- 
wife to remain in full force and virtue. In wit- 


‘nefs, &c. figned, fealed, and delivered, where 


no ftamped paper is procurable. 


No. 3. 
Remonftrance from the officers of the third bri- 
gade, addrefied to lord Clive, and the coun- 
cil of Fort William. 


My lord and gentlemen, 


‘Induced to believe, by your great zeal for the 
intereft of the honourable Eaft India Company, 
that you will not think unworthy your notice the 
fufferings of thofe that ferve them, and wifh for 
new opportunities to advance their power, we 
take the liberty, in few lines as poffible, leaft 
we might mifapply your valuable moments, to 
fpeak with truth the miferies that either prefs, 
or threaten us every where, in confequence of 
the orders of the 31ft of December for the cur- 
tailing of batta. 

Without neceffaries, it is prefumed, it will not 
be faid we can fubfift in Indoftan; and all com- 

: K2 modities 


( 132 } 
modities thence, notwithitanding, as we gre told, 
your kind endeavours to the contrary, till bring 
the ufual prices at the prefidency ; ; and here, as 
formerly, fifty, fixty, and upwards, to two hun- 
dred per cent. more than at Fort William. 

The wages of fervants too remain unalterable. 
Nor is this all ; but every black fellow has his pe- 
culiar province, - beyond which he cannot be 
brought to ferve. Indeed, to an officer nothing i is 
new, except multiplied diftrefs. 

If we fail here, my lord and gentlemen, to 
make fufficiently apparent, how inadequate to the 
fupport of an officer is his prefent allowance, we 
will be ready, at any time, to lay before you an 
eftimate of expences, which, we may venture to 
promife us, you will think effentially requifite to 
the fupport of nature, and the ftation ‘he is 
honoured with; but ’twere becoming tedious, 
contrary to our promife, if we detained you here 
with the fatigues of an officer in hot and rainy 
weather; the neceffity of his having an horfe of 
palenquin, and the prefent impoffibility of his 
procuring either; therefore, waving this, we on- 
ly beg leave, before we clofe, juft to mention 
Madrafs and Bombay, and the cheapnefs of every 
thing at thofe fettlements ; amazing indeed, if 
compared with the prices of this; a truth well 
known to all, the honourable gentlemen we 
ferve excepted; who, as ‘from beft authority 
we have it, think inverfely of this matter, be: 
lieving that cheapnefs of neceffaries is chnefty 
to be met with in Bengal. However, my ‘lord 
and gentlemen, we cannot but believe you 
will undeceive them; and, fecure of their con- 
currence, from arguments unanfwerable, will 
cancel the orders before mentioned of the a1ft of 
pecemiess which ¢ are aleacy mott feverely felt , 


ee and, 
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and, if not countermanded, muft quickly bring 
poverty: and wretchednefs on thofe that are, with 
the greateft fincerity, 


My lord and gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient, &c. 


CapTaINs. 
Ja‘ Morgan. John Coker. 
J. Duffield. Patrick Duff. 
James Thomas. John G. Robinfon. 
W”* Nugent. John Mair. 
‘Tho’ Roper. 
- LrgvTEenants. 


Rob‘ Davidfon. John Grant, 
George Thomas. Thom. M‘Donald. 
Henry Williams. John Dickfon. 


Cha’ Scott. Tho* Dundas, 

Robt Shand. John Forbes, 

W™ Mafon. W" Farmer. 
ENSIGNS. 

'W= Denman. Alex. Skirwin. 

Edw? Reid. Rob* Stewart. 

J. Scott. 23 N. Davis. 

Ja’ Home. Cha* Collins. 

J. Brown. ~ Cha* Ware. 


Ralph Middleton. §Tho* Baillie. 
Fran, Robertion. Francis Field. 
John Armftrong. G. Goodyar. 
George Rooke. Tho* Penning, 
Henry Townley. P. Angerftein. 
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No. 4 


Extra& of a letter from lord Clive to Harry 
‘Verelft, efq. dated Bianpore, 22d April, 1766, 


<¢ Taft night I received your favour of the i gth 

_ & inftant, enclofing a very curious compofition, 

¢s entitled a remonftrance, which, by the names 
¢ fubfcribed, muft have come from the officers 
“6 of fir Robert Barker’s brigade. Since you have 
‘¢ been jo obliging as to defer taking notice of it, 
¢* till you hear from me, I fhall take the hberty 
¢ of ftuggefting to you the manner in which I think 
“it ought to be treated by the board. Upon a 
_*¢ fuppofition that the remonftrance was ‘not fent 

‘¢ through the commanding officer, which would 
«« have been the proper channel, nor accompani- 
ed with a letter to the governor and council, 
« Mr. Alderfey, as fecretary, fhould be ordered 
“© to return it, or a copy of it, to fir Robert Barker, 
‘¢ informing him of its having been fent without 
‘¢ date, and without any apparent concurrence of 
‘* the commanding officer; but that as it evident- 
‘¢ ly came from his brigade, it is tranfmitted to 
«© him for his information, the board not intend- 
«ing to take other cognizance of a paper fo trres 
** oularly brought before them. 

«If, onthe other hand, it fhould have beer 
*¢ fent through the proper channel, I agree with 
¢* you in opinton, that a fimilar anfwer to that late- 
«ly given to the remonftrance from the firft bri« 
«© pade, would be as good as any which can-be 
‘“‘ devifed. But I would propofe, by way of addi- 
** tion, chat the board fhould obferve with afto- 
«* nifhment, that the remonftrance is fubicribed 
«< by feveral fubalterns of the feapoy battalions, 
«© who have each (the lieutenants I mean) an ex- 
“ tra allowance of tworupees per diem, which, to- 

** oether 
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tt cether with their pay and batta, might afford 


St them a very comfortable fubfiftence ; and thar, 
% if they would compare their own fituation and 
“ circumftaaces with thofe of many hundreds of 
** oallant men who have ferved their king and 


country; in climates as bad a3 this, and who 


“‘ are now ftarving upon forty pounds a year, 
*¢ they would find little reafon to defcant upon thé 
** hardfhips of their lot.” . 


No. 5. [See the annexed table.) 
No. 6. : 


Copy of Gr Robert Fletcher’s letter to lord Clives 
dated. Monghyys, 25th April, 1766. 


I have had the honour to receive your lord-- 


- fhip’s letter of the 21ft inftant.. In my addrefs of 


yefterday to general Carnac, I advifed him of 
captain Du Carel’s being now out of danger. 

The fcheme your lordfhip mentions, I have 
heard of, for the benefit of invalided officers and 
foldiers, and it is truly noble and laudable. 

The officers feem now refolved on another at- 
tempt for the recovery of: their batta. “Their 
commiffions, as I underftand, are to be -fent 


‘ime at theend of this month, together with a let= 
ter informing me that they will draw no pay for 


the next, but will continue to ferve until the af- 
fair is finally determined for or againft them. Mr. 
Bevan, who is ftrongly connected with: me in 
friendfhip, is the only one of the brigade who is 
clear of this fcrape. As he does nothing with- 
out my particular advice, fo he confulted me on 
this occafion; and it was agreed that he fliould 
ftand fingly againft the torrent, and plead his ob- 
ligations to your lordfhip, as a fufficient reafon 
for diffenting from a meafure that would carry the 

K4 ~~ © appears 
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appearance of oppofition. This, however, does 
by no means fatisfy them. Several attacks have 
been made on him fince, but to no purpofe; he 
does and will continue firm, without difcovering 
the leaft marks of irrefolution, although threa- 
tened, as they tellhim, withruin. A combina- 
tion is now on foot not to fpeak to him, and I 
am ufing my influence with three or four of the 
beft not to join in it. From a letter I have re- 
ceived from colonel Batker, which 1° herewith 
tranimit to your lordfhip, together with my an- 
{wer, 1 judge the other brigades are ripe for the 
fame purpofe. Whatever reafon the indigent 
majority may or may not have for carrying this 
matter fo far, I hardly fee any colour of a plea ee 
thofe who bear double pofts. 


Iam, with great refpedt, 
Monghyr, My lord, &c. : 


‘asth April, 1766. Robt Fletch 
| 0 etcner. 


P. S. Captain Du Carel, I believe, knows no- 
thing of this combination of the officers. Incafe 
they fhould not continue to ferve after their com- 
miffions are given in, I will appoint the cadets 
and the beft of the fergeants to act as enfigns, 
until I hear from your lordfhip ; nor have J the 
leaft_ apprehenfions of any mutiny among the 
troops. : 
No. 7. 

Copy of fir Robert Barker’s letter to fir as 

Fletcher, dated Cantonments, Bankipore, 

2ift April, 1766. 


_ My dear fir Robert, 


Returned am | to quarters, and to the morti- 
fication of feeing one half of the cantonments 
burne 
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burnt down, by avery unlucky quarrel between 
two officers. This is not all, for I find that firice 
I have been away, ftrange meetings and ftrange 
meafures have been taken by the gentlemen of my. 
brigade; and I have a good deal of reafon to 
think it is not confined to this brigade alone, about 
the reduétion of batta. Be fo. good to let me 
know if you have made any difcoveries of this 
kind, for it behoves us, i believe, to be vigilant 
in the affair, and that foon. 


I am, 
Cantonments at Bankipore, Dear Fletcher, &c. 


the 21ft April, 1766. 
Rob' Barker, 


No. 8. 


Copy of fir Robert Fletcher’s letter to fir Robert 
Barker, in anfwer to the foregoing, dated 
Monghyr, 24th April, 1766. 


‘Dear fir Robert. 


I have been favoured by your letter of the 21ft 
inftant. The affair of your bungulos is certainly 
very unlucky, andI hope that thofe who occa- 
fioned it will be brought to a proper fenfe of the 
impropriety of their conduc. With regard to the 
other matter, it is near three months fince the of- 
ficers talked of not ferving unlefs their batta was 
reftored ; foon aiter a remonftrance was written 

to the board, and | imagined the an{wer fent them, 
through me, had entirely put'a ftop to any far- 
ther proceedings; and I am ftill of opinion, con- 
fidering the circumftances and connections of 
moft of the offieers in the fervice, that nothing of 
any coafequence can happen. I have heard fome 

: 7 days 
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days ago, that they have thoughts of refuming 
this demand ; but I hardly think it a matter of 
ferious notice, and inftead of being alarmed, I 
judge it the beft method to appear very indiffer- 
ent. At worft they can but quit the fervice; 
and as I am of opinion, that it is now too late for 
his lordfhip to alter his refolution, he may turn 
the evil to good, by picking and chufing the beft 
on his own terms, and turning the worft to the 
right about. ” 


Monghyr I : 
aaah A ethea76s, Las dear fir Robert, yours, &c 
Rob‘. Fletcher. 


No. 9. 


Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Fletcher, 
dated Mootejyl, 28th April, 1766. 
Sir, 

I have this moment received your favours of 
the 25th inftant, enclofing fir Robert Barker’s 
letter to you and your anfwer. Your conduct, 
with refpect to the combination entering into by 
the officers of the brigade under your command, 
is highly commendable, and you have my fin- 
cere thanks upon the occafion. Notwithftanding 
their feeming refolution, I cannot think they will 
actually go through with it; and indeed 1 hope, 
for their own fakes, they will not; for I am de- 
"termined, that any man who refigns his commif- 
fion, from no other caufe of difguft than what you 
mention, fhall be immediately difmiffed the fer- 
and never reftored. 


Mootejy! | | % £ . 
a8th April, 1766. Tam, fir, your's, &c 
Chive; 


No. 104 
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No. 10. 


Copy of an anonymous letter addreffed to cap- 
tain Carnac, dated Corah, the 15th of April, 
1766. | 


Sir, : | 

In confequence of the orders of the 31ft of De» 
cember, the officers of the firft, fecond, and third 
brigades, came to an agreement of refigning their 
commifiions, which are now lodged,’to the amount 
of one hundred and thirty. We, therefore, re- 
queft you will fend your-commiffion to fome 
friend of the firft brigade, and therewith fome 
fuch direétions as you may think proper, as ex- 
perience has fhewn there is no dependance on ver- 
- bal declarations. All the abfentees have been 
wrote to on this occafion; and we truft, whatever 
ftep you take, you will not make this known, 
A fubfcription’ has been opened here for fupport- 
ing thofe who may want it, in cafe the council 
"may think proper to accept of all our commiffi- 
ons, or to indemnify thofe who may be pointed 
out as principals and fuffer, .fhould the batta even 
be reftored. We likewife defire to know your 
refolution regarding it. Let-us have your an{wer 
as foon as poffible. Direct to any of us of the 
regiment at Allahabad. os 

Iam, &c. 


Cora, 1th of April, 1766, Full Batta. 


The enclofed fubfcription has been figned by 
the above one hundred and thirty. officers ; if you 
confenc to the above, fign the enclofed, and for- 
ward it, with your an{wer. 

- “We 
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We the undernamed officers of the fecond bri- 
gade do hereby bind ‘ourfelves by our honour, 
to pay a fum of money, in proportion to our 
rank we hold in the Company’s fervice, in order 
to defray the expence of going to England, and 
purchafing an equal commiffion in his majefty’s 
fervice, for any officer or officers, who may be 
fingled out to fuffer in the caufein which we are 
now engaged. : 


No. ae 


Copy of a committee letter to the gentlemen of 
che council at Fort William, dated Mootejyl, 
2gth. April, 1766. 


Geaulemén, 


Having this moment received undoubted ad- 
vice, that an affociation among the officers of the 
firft, fecond, and third brigades is formed, in or- 
der to diftrefs the government at this critical 
juncture, by refigning their commiffions, unlets 
their full batea fhould be reftored, we muft re- 
queft you will write by exprefs to the prefidency 
at Fort St. George, to defire they will iffue or- 
ders to all the captains and fubalterns they can 
poffibly {pare from immediate fervice, and alfo 
fuch cadets and other gentlemen as they may 
think qualified to bear commiffions, to hold them- 
felves in readinefs to embark for Bengal on the 
fhorteft notice. Such a fpirit muft at all hazards 
be fuppreffed in the birth, unlefs we determine 
upon feeing the authority F the prefident and 
council infulted, and the government of thefe 
provinces pafs from the civil into the hands of the 


military ecparimicnt 
You 
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You wil] pleafe to obferve, in your letter to 
Fort St. George, that every poflible encourage- 
ment will be given to thofe gentlemen who em- 
brace this opportunity of diftinguifhing their zeal 
for the public fervice, not only by allowing them 
fuch rank as they may claim from the date of 
their commiffions, but every other indulgence 
confiftent with the duty we owe to the company. 

One hundred and thirty officers, we are inform- 
ed; have already fubfcribed to the affociation, in 
which they have engaged to main and fupport 
fuch of the fufferers as may not yet have acquired 
independence, and are in more immediate danger 
of incurring ‘our refentment; of this, and alfo 
of the approach of the Morattoes, wé think it | 
necéffary you fhould acquaint the prefidency at 
Fort St. George, that the nature of the prefent 
émergency may appear the ftronger. We think 
‘it neceffary allo, you fhould come to an’ abfolute 
refolution, that no officer now refigning his com- 
miffion, fhall ever heréafter hold any place or 
ftation whatever in this fervice. 


We are with refpect, gentlemen, yours, &c. 


| Clive. 
oe ‘a John Carnac, 
goth eye a7GG: F, Sykes. 


No. 12. 

Copy of a letter from the council at Fort Wil- 
_ liam, to the prefident and council of Fort St. 
George, dated at Fort William the 1ft of May, 
1766. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


We have this inftant received advice from lord 
Clive, general Carnac, and Mr. Sykes, at Moot- 


ejyl, 


t 
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ejyl, of their having undoubted intelligence of 
an affociaticn among the cfficers, to diftrefs the 
government, by refigning their commiffigns, une 
lefs their double batta be reftored ; to which one 
hundred and thirty have not only already fubfcrib- 
ed, but engaged among themfelves to maintain 
and fupport fuch as may not yet have acquired 
an independency, and are therefore more in 
danger of fuffering by the effects of our refent» 
ment. 

As giving way to fuch a mutinous fpirit might 
have the moft dangerous tendency, we are deter- 
mined to fupprefs ic in its birth, at all hazards, 
We therefore moft earneftly requeft you will or- 
der to be held in readinefs for embarking, on 4 
moment’s warning, all the captains and {ubalterns 
you can poffibly {pare from immediate fervice, as 
alfo all fuch cadets and other gentlemen as you 
may think qualified to bear commifions; and we 
would recommend to you to lofe no opportunity 
of fecuring means of conveying them hither, un- 
_ til you hear farther from us. 

Every poffible encouragement fhall be enfured ~ 
to thofe who embrace this opportunity of diftin- 
guifhing their zeal for the public fervice, and 
they fhall be immediately allowed rank according 
to the dates of their commiffions on your efta- 
blifhment, fo far as it does not prejudice fuch of 
the fame rank nee who may not join in the affa- 
Clation, 

We cannot, sentleinea, too ftrongly urge the 
neceffity of your compliance with this requeft, as 
we are yet uncertain of the intentions of a very 
confiderable body of Morattoes approaching to- 


wards thefe provinces, who are already advanced 
near 
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near our brigade with the king, at the extremity 


of Sujah Dowla’s dominions. 
We are, honourable fir and firs, yours, &c, - 
" Harry Verelft. 


. Randolph Marriott, 
Fort William, | Claud Ruffell. 
yt May, 1766. . Wm. Alderfey. 
Thomas Kelfal. 
Charles Floyer, 
No. 13. 


_ Copy of lord Clive’s letter to colonel Smith, dat- 


ed at Mooteyyl, the 29th April, 1766, 
Sir, 

I have this day received authentic intelligence 
that no lefs than one hundred and thirty officers 
of the three brigades have made a depofit of 
their commiffions, and entered into an affociation 
not to ferve unlefs the double batta be reltored. 
To this, it feems, 1s added an agreement to fub- 
fcribe for the maintenance of the principals (who 
they imagine will be the only fufferers) till their 
arrival in.Europe, and to purchafe for them com- 
miffions of equal rank in his majefty’s fervice, 
Can any man in his fenfes fuppofe, that the fe- 
cretary at war being made acquainted with the 
names and conduct of thefe officers, will ever 
give his confent to their admiffion into the king’s 
regiments? With regard to thofe who have al- 
ready ferved in Europe, and are now upon the 
half-pay lift, they would do well to recollect, that 
they will not-be entitled to their half-pay on their 
return to England, without producing a certifi- 
cate of their good behaviour in the fervice of the 
Company ; for fuch is his majefty’s declared re- 

8 me folution ; 
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folution ; and 1f they cannot obtain half-pay, how 
can they expect to be admitted upon full-pay ? 

The inclofed copy of a letter, we have juft dif- 
patched to the gentlemen of council at Fore Wil- 
liam will inform you of the meafure that muft 
take place, if this unmilitary affociation be not 
immediately diffolved; and I will add, for my 
own part, that any officer who refigns his com- 
miffion from no other caufe of difguft than the 
company’s orders for the reduction of batta, 
fhall abfolutely be difmiffed the fervice, and ne- 
ver be reftored. For their fakes, however, I° 
hope they will fpeedily refolve upon a change of’ 
condué& ; and I doubt not but you will exert your 
utmoft influence to bring the gentlemen of your 
brigade to a juft fenfe of their duty. If my fen- 
timents can have weight, you are at liberty to 
make them as public as you pleafe, as alfo the 
copy of our letter to the council. You will like- 
wife communicate to the officers under your com- 
mand, the inclofed copy of the eighty-fecond pa- 
ragraph of the company’s letter co this prefiden- 
cy, which will make them acquainted with the 
fentiments that muft be entertained at home of 
their unfoldierlike behaviour. | 3 

My bufinefs at the city is now nearly conclud- 
ed, fo that I fhall be able, in a very few days, to 
proceed on my journey, : 


" Mootejyl, Iam, &c. 
agth April 1766. 
. } | Clive. 


A like letter of the fame date was fent to fir 
Robert Barker and to fir Robert Fletcher. | 


Fxtraét 


( 145 ) 

Extract of a letter frém lord Clive to fir Robert 
Barker, dated at Mootejyl, the 29th April, 
1766. 

I have received your letter of the 1 1gth inftant, 


— enclofing the procéedings of a general court- 


martial on Labott, and a copy of colonel Smith’s 
application to you for two battalions of feapoys 
and three field pieces. 1 do not difapproye of 


_ your having fent the détachment required; but 


am much furprifed that che firft account,6f fuch 


a meafure being in agitation fhould have’ come 


from you: 

Thofe officers who were the occafién of the 
fire at Bankipore will; I hope, meet: with the 
punifhment they deferve. 

During your abfence upon the Bettea expedi- 
tion, the captains, lieutenants, and enfigns of 
your brigade have preferred a very extraordinary 
temonftrance to the governor and council, upon 
the fubject of batta. This proceeding was, .[ 
think, fomewhat contemptuous towards you; 
and as the remonftrance was not tranfmitted 
through the channel of the commanding officer, 
I have given. it as my opinion, that the board 
fhould pay no other attention to ity than that of - 
fending it to you for your information. By the | 
behaviour of our préfent corps of officers,. one 


~ would aétually conclude that every true idea of 


military difcipline was effaced. 


No. 


wr of fir Robert Barker’ S re to lord Clive, 
ated at Bankipore, the 297th April, nee 


My. Lord, 
I am favoured with your lordthip’s letter of the 


21ft inftant. Ifhall take particular care and at- 
i 


tention 


! 


( 146 ) 
tention in the reception of Sujah Dowla, fhould 
we fee him here before your lordfhip arrives; buc 
Iam apprehenfive the appearance of the Morat- 
toes near the frontiers of his dominions may de- 
tain him for fome time. 

I wrote to your lordfhip on the rgth, juft after 
my arrival at Bankipore, in which I mentioned 
my being greatly concerned at a fire which burnt 
down fome of the officers bungalows; but how 
_ much more fo am [in difcovering, that, during 
my abfence from the brigade, fuch meetings and 
fuch meafures have been taken by the officers_ as 
will furprife'you, and this not confined to my 
brigade alone, but carried on by the other two 
brigades alfo; at leaft, 1 am affured the firft is 

in the {cheme. 

"On your lordthip’s anfwer concetning the re- 
duction of she batta, they have agreed to refign 
their commiffions, and have actually depoficed 
them in the hands of one officer for that purpofe « ° 
they have alfo carried on a kind of fubicription, 
which I am informed is to pay for the paflage 
home of thofe who have it not in their own power. 
All this has been carried on with fuch fecrecy, 
that even colonel Chapman, on the fpot, knew 
nothing of it; and you may guefs, my lord, my 
amazement at the difcovery, yefterday, which 
the proceedings of .the court martial, and decla- 
ration of one of the prifoners, afforded me: IL 
am doing my utmoft on the occafion. The pro- 
céedings of the general court martial, enclofed, 
I fhall not take upon me to approve. The pri- 
foners I fhall fend down to Calcutta: the active 
perfons I fhall fend down alfo, becaufe trying 
them here by their comrades would only be trif- 
ling, and I have too much reafon to fuppofe the 

| I officers 
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officers of the other brigades are of the fame way’ 
of thinking. 

This 1s not all; for I have hints given me, 
that the fubfcription is cartied on alfo by fome of 
the civiliansin Calcutta to a large amount; how 
true this is I cannot learn. 


You may reft affured, my lord, every meafure | 


fhall be taken on my ‘fide to fupprefs this affair. 


: Iam, &c, 
Bankipore 
syth Apuil 1766. Robt Barker. . 


No. 15.° 


Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Barker, 


in anfwer to the foregoing, dated at Mootejyl, 
the 2d May, 1766.. 


Dear fir, . 


I have this moment received yours of the 27th 
April, enclofing the proceedings of a general 
court martial upon captain Duff and enfign Da- 
vis. Your refolution to fend the prifoners down 
to Calcutta has my entire approbation. I ap- 
prove likewife of your fending to Calcutta thofe 
officers who you may find have been active in the 
affociation againft continuing in the fervice with- 
out the old allowance of batta: but I requeft 
you will be particularly ftudious in remarking 
whether the behaviour of any of them can fall 
under the conftruction of mutiny; and if you 
think it may, I defire you will keep fuch officers 
in arreft at Bankipore, till we can fummon a court 
martial of field officers; for I am of opinion with 
you, that to try them by their comrades would 
be very ineffectual. Find out, if poffible, the 
perfon in whofe hands the commiffions are depo- 


L 2 - fited, 


a 
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fited. ‘The ringleaders of this affair muft fuffer . 
the fevereft punifhment that martial law can in- 
flict, or elfe there is an end of difcipline in the 
army, and of authority in the Eaft India com- 
pany over all their fervants. 
I have appointed captain Ironfides and captain 
Polier to be majors, and you will be pleafed to 
give them out in orders accordingly. 


Mootejyl, Iam, &c. 
ad May, aes : ‘ : : 
. — Clive. 


oo 


P. S. I enclofe a copy of the remonftrance fent 
to the governor and council from the officers of 
your brigade. 


No. 16... 


Copy of lord Clive’s letter to ‘colonel Smith, 
‘ »dated at Mootejyl, 2d May, 1766. | 


SIR, 


A letter from fir Robert Barker has juft in- 
‘formed me that he has. difcovered the affociation, | 
entered into by the officers of his brigade, not to 
ferve without the old allowance of batta, and 
- that many commiffions are already actually de- 
pofited. I have directed him to fend the moft 
active among them down prifoners'to Calcutta, 
and to keep fuch of them, whofe behaviour he 
may think will fall under the conftruction of mu- 
.tiny, in arreft at Bankipore, till we can fummon 
a general court martial of field officers; for I am 
convinced no other mode of trial will be effectual. 
Thefe orders, which I have iffued to fir Robert 
Barker, are equally proper for you, and I defire 
you wil] follow them at Allahabad. If you can 

difcover 


‘N 
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difcover the perfon in whofe hands the commif- 


fions of your brigade have been depofited, you 
will immediately put him ‘in arreft, and give me 


the earlieft information. 1 leave: this place on: 


Thurfday next. 


Mootejyl, . 
ad May 0786, lam, &c, ; 
| Clive. 


P.S. An anonymous letter, figned Firft Bri- 
gade, fays, none but pimps to power will refufe 
to refign their commiffions ; and that it is deter- 
mined, whoever refufes to refign his commiffion 


fhall be made over to Coventry to all eternity ; 


and that their commiffions would be given up the 
firft of May.—I with I could difcover the authors 
of thofe anonymous letters, my utmoft endea- 
vours fhould be ufed to get them ‘thot. 


A like letter was diipatencd at the fame time 
to fir Robert Fletcher. 


No. 17. 
Copy of a letter from fir Robert Barker to lord 


Clive, dated at a the 29th — 


1766.. 
"My lord, 


It is now beyond a fufpicion that the officers 
of the three brigades have laid=fchemes, and are 
combined together in giving up their commiffions: 


—_ 


this was to have been performed when your lord-— 


fhip came here, but the meafures 1 have taken 


- .has facilitated their intentions ; they are now to 


offer their commiffions, I am informed to the 


L 3 come 
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commanding officers of the brigadés, who, I 
hope, will behave properly on the occaGon. 

I have, in order to fhake this combination, 
and to be better able to manage the remainder, 
as well as to try ifthey will refufe orders, ordered 
a part of the regiment to march; indeed, as the 
Morattoes appear undetermined what they wil 
co, it might not be improbable, that while they 
are diverting colonel Smith, they may detach a 
party to plunder Banarafs; and theréfore this de- 
“tachment will either guard againft an incurfion of 
that kind, or be ready to reinforce colonel Smith, 
“fhould there be occafion. I am under no appre- 
henfions for my brigade; but I tremble for the 


_ *€onfequences at Monghyr, as I am informed a 
““day;is nominated for the three brigades. 


.  Bankipore, 
_ 2gth April, 1766. a 7: I am &c. | 
| Robt Barker. 


No. 18, 


Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Fletcher, 
dated at Mootejyl, 4th of May, 1766. 
Sir, 

I cannot help being anxious to hear from you, 
as by the intelligence I receive from other quar- 
ters, it appears that the affociation is more head- 
{trong in your brigade, than in either of the other 
two. Permit me to repeat my requeft, that. you 
will inform yourfelf, as far as poffible, of the 
names of the principals, and every other parti- 
cular relating to the combination. 1 wifh to know 
what progrefs it has made at Monghyr fince your 
laft. It will be highly neceffary for you to dif- 
cover the full intention of the officers. If you 

| find 
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find that they mean more than merely refigning” 


their commiflions ; or if you find that the foldiers, 


European or feapoys, are the leaft difpofed to be © 


mutinious, | defire you will, without delay, take 
fuch fteps as may moft effectually fecure to us 
the fidelity and attachment of the fubahdars, or 
commanding officers of the black troops. 

Whatever may. be the iffue of this affair, F am 
determined that thofe who have been moft active 
fhall be difmiffed the fervice. 

I fhall fet out from hence on Tuefday next, and 
make to Monghyr with all poffible expedition. 


I am, &c, 


Mootejyl, , Clive. 
4th Nay, 1766, . 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have received 
‘yours of the aft, with the letter to you from the 


officers. 
No. 19. . 
tay of fir Robert Fletcher’s letter to lord Clive, 
dated at Monghyr, 1ft of May; 1766. 


My lord, 
I herewith tranfmit to your lordfhip a letter 
which I received from the officers of this brigade, 
with my anfwer, and a letter which I received 


from fir Robert Barker this morning. I do not. 
-think there is the fmalleft chance of any difturb- 
ance happening among the troops in confequence 


of this combination. 
I am, &c. 


Mongbhyr, - 
aft May, 66. . Rob' Fletcher. 


L¢ . No. 18. 


“5 (ge Y 
No. 20. 


Copy of a lettet from the officers of the firft bri- 
gade to lieutenant-colonel fir Robert F letcher, 
dated at Monghyr, rft May, 1766. 


Sir, 


That we might put it out of the power of el 
ther the world or our own confciences to reproach 
‘us for defiring leave to refign our commiffions in 
the company’s fervice, we have ferved four monthg, - 
in obedience to the orders of the 31ft of Decem- 
ber 1765, and we are now but too well convinc- 
ed that our former fufpicions were true ; for, not- 
withftanding the propofed redu¢tion of fervants 
wages, and difmifling every unneceffary attend- 
ant, we find we cannot live upon the prefent al- 
Jowances, but muft every menth run in debt, as 
long as we have any credit. We muft appear 
upon the parade as becomes officers, and keep 
up our refpective ranks, or difobey public orders’: : 
we muft'eat and drink as befits the climate, or 
fall facrifices to hunger and ficknefs: and to do 
all thefe only in moderation, we muft run in debt 
to every perfon who will give us any credit, be 
they men of honour, or the “loweft in the creation ;- 
and fo fall under the lafh of another article of 

war, for behaving unlike gentlemen. 
You know we have applied for redrefs in the 
_humbieft manner, and that it has been refufed 
US; it Is needlefs for us here to call upon you to 
witnefs for our attachment to our matters ; our 
behaviour through a feries of fevere campaigns 
muft bear down all lander. Some-of us have eat 
i company’s bread for fome years, and are deep- 
y concerned we can no inore do it with honour. 
All of us are lorry to. be obliged to take this me- 
thod - 
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thod.of preventing ruin and mifery from falling 
upon ourfelves and connections ; and fincerely 
wifh, that our mafters may ever meet with a fet of 
officers as much atrtached-and devoted to their 
fervice as we have always wifhed to approve our- 
felves, and who may maintain the affairs of the 
company, to the lateft pofterity, in that fplendor 
to which we have happily raifed them. But un- 
lefs the pay and batta of their troops is again re- 
{tored, to what it was in July and Auguft 1763, 
our prayers are all that we can now give them. 

‘As it is from principle we now refion the’ fer- 
vice, 1t would give us the greateft uneafinefs, 
fhould the affairs of our honourable matters fuf- 
fer by fo fudden a refignation. We. have there- 
fore refolved to ferve them without pay of any 
kind, or being efteemed officers in their fervice, 
until the 15th of this prefent month of May, when 
an anfwer may be had from thofe gentlemen of 
the council, whd we know have the power of 
granting us redrefs, or fupplying our places with 
other officers, provided you defire it. 

Our commiffions accompany this, and we re- 
queft you will keep them till the anfwer arrives ; 
and‘that you will at the fame time direét the.pay- 
matters co iffue the pay of the non-commiffioned 
officers and private men upon unfigned abftracts, 
to prevent any fufpicion or difturbance arifing, 
which would give us the greateft uneafinefs; for 
we feek to live by our fervices, never to hurt our 
matters. 


We are, with due refpedt, fir, jours &c. 
Monghyr, sft May, 1766. 
Benj. Wilding. °“ Edward Rawftone. 


John Mattocks. © G. G*. Hoggan. 
William Paton. J ames Brown. 
sO | Charles 
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Charles Bowles. 
Jobn Fergufon. 


Charles Marfacks. 
John Ant. Vaziel. | 


James Dunbar. 
Francis Onge. 
Jos. Bruce. : 
Thos. Borthwick. 


John M‘Pherfon. 


C. lronfide. 
Jas. Broadbent. | 
Thos. Goddard. 


Arthur Achmuty. 


John Stainforth. 
James Watts. 
Horton Brifcoe. 
John Shrimpton. 
Tho,. Briton. 


C. Hi. Sarney. 

W". Bullingbrooke. 
John O Byrn. 

John, Wood. 

John Downes. 

Al. Macpherfon. 

G. Stranford. 


“W", Ellior. 


W. Heylon. 

Thos. James. 

W". Henry Rice. 
Ch. J. J. Fielding. 
Roger Scarling. 
S. Skinner. 

P. Knudfon. - 
John Petrie. 

Arch‘. Stewart. 
Rob‘. Kyd. 


P. S. The guards fhall be relieved this morn-. 
ing, and every thing as ufual, to prevent all fuf- 
picion. | 


No. 21. 


Copy of fir Robert Fletcher’s letter to the officers 
of the firft brigade, in anfwer to the above, 
dated at Monghyr, 1ft May, 176%. 


- ~ Gentlemen, 

I have received your letter of this date, toge- 
‘ther with your commiffions ; and fhall, agreeable 
to your requeft, take the moft expeditious me- 
thod of obtaining you an anfwer from our fupe- 
- rlors.. I agree with you in thinking it better that 
the foldiers remain ignorant of the meafure you 
have taken; and I defire you to continue to do 


duty as officers, according to your former refpec- 
. tive 
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tive ranks, until we know the pleafure of the go- 
vernor and council. Iam, &c. 


Mongbhyr, 
aft May, 6b. , Rob! Fletcher. 


No. 2264 


9 of fir Robert Barker’s letter to Gir Robert 


letcher, dated at Bankipore, the 29th April, 
1766. 


Dear fir Robert, 


It is now beyond a dcesbt, that the officers of 
the three brigades have entered into an agreement 
of giving up their commiffions on the fame day ; 
and I believe the meafures I have taken, of fend- 
ing fome of the principals down to Calcutta, has 
haftened that dav, I am afraid, before you can,. 
receive this; for God’s fake take care of yout 
men; the officers having quitted them, there is 
no knowing what might be the canfequence. [ 
affure you it requires your utmoft fkill and judg- | 
ament. Ihave marched a party of my regiment, 
by way of ‘fhaking the combination : if you was 
to do the fame, | think it would not be amis, 


Yours, &c. 
Bankipore, 
29th April, 1766. Robt Barker. 


| No. 23. 

Copy of a Committee letter to the council at Fort 
William, dated at Mootejy], the 4th of May, 

41766. . 
Gentlemen, 
The enclofed letter to colonel fir Robert Fletcher 
will convince you, that the advices we lately tranf- 
mitted to your board were well founded, and that 
| : ( we 
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-we muft now act with the utmoft vigour and wng- 
nimity in {npport of the civil government. You 
will perceive that the officers of the firft brigade 
have actually refigned, and we foon expect to 
hear that the other brigades have -aéted in the | 
fame manner, conformably to the terms ‘of the 
affoctation. 
We would therefore recommend, that’ you in- 
ftantly difpatch an exprefs to Fort St. George, 
requefting, in the moft urgent manner, that all 
the officers and cadets they can poffibly {pare from 
that eftablifhment may fmmedrately embark for 
- Bengal ; and this difpatch you will pleafe to ac- 
company with a duplicate of your laft. 
At the fame time, we requeft you will fend to 
fuch gentlemen among the free merchants as you 
‘imagine are the moft likely, from their age, to 
accept the military fervice, during the prefent 
emergency, and till we can be fupplied with 
officers ; in confideration of which, you will en- 
gage not only to recommend them home to fta- 
tions on the civil eftablifhmentr, but indulge them 
with the free privilege of duftucks, upon refig- 
nation of their military employments, until their 
fervices fhall be properly rewarded by the court 
of directors, We are, gentlemen, yours, &c, 


Clive. 
~ Mootejyl, John Carnac.” 
ath May, 1766, Fras, Sykes. 


No. 24. 
Copy of fir Robert Barker’s letter to lord Clive, 
dated at Bankipore, the goth of Pap 1766. © 
My lord, | 
Yefterday I received a letter from: the officers | 


of my en acquainting me with their inten- 
tions 


a 
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tionseof prefenting their commiffions the firft of 
May ; that they were determined not to receive 
pay or batta for that month ; but that they would 
obey orders, and ferve until the fifteenth of the 
month, in which time they fuppofed your Jord- 
fhip would be up, or they fhould know your 
an{wer. 3 | i °3 

This morning, I affembled them at my quar- | 
ters, made them acquainted that they were com- 
mitting mutiny and defertion, and that I hoped 
they would refie&t on what they were doing ; toall 
which they anfwered, that they were folemnly 
bound and engaged with the other brigades to 
offer their commiffions on the firft of May, and 
that they could not be off. 

I wrote your Jordfhip laf night, that I was 
under great uneafinefs for the firft brigade ; my 
reafon for it was, that 1am told the men have 
expreffed themfelves that they will go off with 
their officers. : 
- I fhall write your lordhhip of to-morrow’s 
proceedings; and am, with great refpect, 

: = Your &e. 
Bankipore, 30th April, 1766. Robt. Barker. 


P. S. I am told that there is.a laack and forty 
thoufand rupees fub{cribed for the officers by the 
gentlemen at Calcutta. | 


No. 25. 


Copy of a committee letrer to the council at Fort 
William, dated at Mootejyl, the sth May, 
1766, in which Sir Robert Barker’s letter above 
was enclofed. | ce 


Gentlemen, : 
The right honourable the prefident received 
the enclofed this morning from fir Robert Bar- 
: ker; 
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ker; whence you will obferve that the combina- 
tion is general, that the difaffected are determin- 
ed, and that the fidelity of the private foldiers of 
the firft brigade is fomewhat dubious; Yer this 
‘fafpicion of fir Robert Barker is by no means 
warranted by any advices from fir Robert Flet- 
cher, who ought to be the beft judge of the dif- 
pofition that prevails in his own corps. 

The circumftance mentioned in the poftfcript 
we long fufpected, fince there was little reafon 
to believe, that men, who had already proceeded 
to fuch lengths in oppofition, would hefitate a- 
bout proceeding farther: we would therefore re- 
commend that you exert the utmoft diligence in 
endeavouring to procure the names of fuch of the 
civilians as have been moft active in ftirring up 
this mutinous difpofition in the army, and have 
fubfcribed tothe fum to be .colleéted for main- 
tenance of the officers: but we think your en- 
quiries fhould be conducted with all caution and 
privacy ; and we particularly requeft you will be 
attentive in what hands you entruft fuch letters 
as you may receive from us upon this fubje&. 

Mean time you may be affured that we thall 
act with the conftancy that prudence and the fi- 
tuation of affairs will authorize. 


We are, &c. 
Mootejyl, Clive, 


sth May 1766.00 John Carnac. 
Fra’ Sykes. 


No. 26. 





( 159 ) 
No. 26. - 


Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert F letcher, 
dated at Mootejyl, the sth May, 1766. 


SIR, 


Upon the receipt of yours laft night, the offi- 
cers letter was difpatched to the council at Fort 
William, and we expect their anfwer before we 
‘fall be able to reach Monghyr. 

It is impoffible for us to be certain that a fpi- 
rit of mutiny has not been diffufed amongft the 
men, and indeed it would be highly imprudene 
to affure ourfelves of .their moderation ; I there- 
fore defire you will, with the utmoft fecrecy, get 
in readinefs a fufficient-nunitber of coolies for the 
removing of baggage, and that you will purfue 
every thing (fo far as it can be done without fuf- 
picion) for detaching the troops in {mall parties 
‘at a moment's warning. You will likewife, with 
the fame caution of privacy, endeavour to col- 
lect boats for tranfporting the officers to Calcutta. 

] am determined they hall depart from Monghyr, 

_ upon twenty-four hours notice; and I doubt nor 
but the officers I bring with me will be able to- 
keep the men, when detached, to their duty, un- 
til the commiffions are all filled up. Sir Robere 
Barker has expreffed fome apprehenfions that the 
men of your brigade are not to be depended upon; 
] fhould be glad to have again your opinion upon 
that matter: you cannot however be too doubt- 
ful in a point fo effential, nor aét with too much 
circumfpection, provided you avoid fhewing that 
you fufpect their fidelity. 

General Carnac thinks, that if his and fir Ro- 
bert Barker’ s brigade were, for the on to be 

formed 
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formed into one, we fhould find the meft fuffici« 
ently officered. Butitis a queftion, whether the 
only evil to be dreaded would not be éncreafed 
by fuch a meafure, as it would bring a larger: 
number together. Be pleafed to give us your 
Opinion immediately. | 

If before our arrival there fhould be any occa- 
fion.to put the behaviour of the fergeants and 
corporals to the teft, you have our authority to | 
endeavour to fecuire them, by affurances of very 
handfome gratuities, | 


Mootejyl | 
gth May, 1766. J am, &c. 
Clive. 


No. 27. 


Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Barker, 
dated at Mootejyl, the 5th May 1766. 


Dear fir, 


I have received yours of the 36th April. By 
this time I conclude the officers have actually 
prefented their commiffions, and will have heard 
that thofe of the firft brigade have done the 
fame. 

In a late letter, you faid you was under ho ap- 
prehenfions of a mutiny among the men: I can- 
not however propofe that we fhould depend upon 
them.. You muft by all means get every thing | 
in readinefs to detach them in fmall parties, with- 
out their fufpecting the reafon for dividing them. 
I would alfo have you prepare (privately) a fuffi- 
cient number of boats for tranfporting the officers 
to Calcutta; for we have defired the opinion of 
the board, and imagine they will advife a general 
difmiffion. 3 3 

"ee Let 
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Let me know whether you think it would be 
proper, for the prefent, to form your brigade 
and the firft into one: whether the men would in 
that cafe be fufficiently officered by thofe who art 
mot int the affociation; and whether fomething 
might not be to be dreaded from fuch a junétion. 
I dare fay ic muft have occurred to you, to 
have af eye upon the rion-commiffioned officers, 
You will ufe your utmoft endeavours to prelerve 
their attachment, by affuring them of handfome 
gratuities, in cafe there fhould be any occafion to 
put their good behaviour to the trial. 


J am &c. | 
Mootejyl, sth May 1764, Clive. 


No. 28. 


Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Fletcher, 
dated at Mootejyl, the 6th May, 1766, 


SIR, 


I have received yours of the ad inftant. If you 
Continue in the conviction that no mutiny of the 
men is to be apprehended, | defire you will im- 
mediately fecure, and fend down prifoners ro Cals 
cutta, fome of your captains who have been the 
moft active. Majors Champion and Polier, cap- 
tains Smith, Pearfon, and Martin, are now on thé 
road to Monghyr. They are to follow fuch or- 
ders as they'may receive from you. I thall fet 
out this afterhoon. | 


Mooteiyl, I am, &c. 
Sth May, 1766. a Clive, 


M No, 
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.No. 29. om 
Copy of fir Robert Barker’s letter to lord.Clive, 
dated at Bankipore, the 1ft May, 7O%: 


_ My lord, 


This morning the officers, whofe names I en-: 
clofe to your lordfhip, fent their commiffions tar 
me in a letter; which I returned to them, with. 
an aflurance of putting the feverity ; of military. 
law in execution, if. agy of them: mifbehaved.. 
They talk of waiting till the fifteenth of this’ 
month. Four of thefe gentlemen I fhall fend 
down, the reft I believe will be heartily forry for: 
what they have done ; however | can point out to 
your lordfhip the moft aétive. 

Monghyr I am the moft alarmed at. I wifh 
thofe gentlemen may not bring on themfelves, 
much trouble... ; 

It will be neceffary, my lord, to order up, 
poft hafte, all fuch officers as are not in the plot, 
I therefore fend your lordhip a lift of thofe of 
my brigade whofe commiffions were not tendered. 


Bankipore, Iam, &c. 
Poeran tee Rob' Barker. : 


No. 30. 


—_ of fir Robert Fletcher’s letter to lord Clive, 
_ dated at Monghyr, the 3d May, 1766. ; 


My lord, 


I have this moment been honoured by yous 
Jordfhip’s letter of the 2gth ultimo, enclofing 
your addrefs to council, and the extract of the 

Com- 
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Company’s general letter; but as you exprefsly 
fay, * thar whoever refigns his commiffion on 
s¢ this occafion fhall never have it reftored,” I do. 
not think myfelf at liberty to return the commif- 
fions, even were the officers inclined to accept 
them. On the contrary, whenl had ufed every 
argument in my power, particularly with thofe 
whom | brought into the fervice, and with whom - 
I thought I could have done any thing, affuring | 
them that officers would fpeedily be fent from the — 

other prefidencies,; that free merchants, and 
others, would be encouraged to accept the fer- 
vice, reprefenting exactly what your lordfhip 
‘hath faid of the king’s fervice, and the lofs of 
their half pay, and that every man of them would 
certainly be fent to Europe; I fay, when ] had 
urged all thofe reafons for a change of conduét, 
I was told by them feverally, that they were de- 
termined, to a man, to abide by what they had 
done. I am now preparing boats, as I have told 
them, to tranfport them to Calcutta; for which 
purpofe I have affured them, that I hourly expec 
an order from your lordfhip. Should this be‘the 
cafe, I think 1 can anfwer for keeping the bri- 
gade in order and difcipline until we get a fup- 
ply of other officers. I requeft that your lord-- 
fhip will feal.and forward the accompanying letter 

to my brother, written in confequence of a piece 


of intelligence that I received this morning at 
break faft. 


Monghyr, cendik 
qd May, 1766. a 


Iam, &c. 
ee Robt Fletcher. 


M 2 No. 
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No. 31. 


_ Copy of a committee letter to the council at Fort 
William, dated at Sydokbaug, the 6th May, 
1766. : 


Gentlemen, 


We have juft received intelligence, that the 
difcontented officers have written, or intend to 
write, to the gentlemen of the army on the Coaft, 
reprefenting the impoffibility of their fubfifting 
upon this eftablifhment, and advifing them to 
reyect any propofals that prefidency may make to 
them for their removal to Bengal. We there- 
fore think it neceffary to requeft you will, for a 
time, ftop the private letters to and from Ma- 
drafs, except fuch as you may have reafon to con- 
elude cannot relate to the fubject abovemention- 
ed. We likewife beg leave to propofe the like 
meafure with refpeét to Moratbaug, Monghyr, 
Patna, and Allahabad. A communication of 
fentiments from one part of the army to another, 
whilft the prefent combination fubfifts, we think 
extremely dangerous; we have therefore thought 
proper to detain at Mootejy] all fufpected corre- 
fpondence, and fhall continue to do fo till we think 
it will be no longer neceffary. 


We are, &c. 
Sydokbaug, | sae 
6th May, 1766. Jo n Carnac. 
Fré Sykes. 


P.S. Majors Champion and Polier, with cap- 
tains Pearfon, Smith, and Martin, are gone for- 
ward. We are following with all expedition, 

and hope.to reach Monghyr by the 13th initant. 


No. 
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No. 32. 


Copy of fir Robert F letcher’s letter to lord Clive, 
dated at Monghyr, the 4th May 1766. 


My lord, 


Ihave again taken an opportunity of {peaking | 
to fome of the officers, particularly fuch as have 
the moft influence, and are, I may fay, the tri- 
bunes of the reft; but I find that fair arguments, 
without the reftoration of the batta, ferve only to 
infamethem more. The ftate of their difpofi- 
tions is fuch, that a diffolution of this combina- 
tion, if any can take place, muft, I think, be 
the effect of their fears and apprehenfions of what 
may befall them hereafter, rather than any other 
confideration whatever; and fo great a change of. 
fentiments feems to require time, and cooler. re- 
flection than they will at prefent allow themfelves. 
They flatter and pleafe themfelves with a perfua- 
fion, that. the troops cannot be kept together 
without them, and that their letters to Madrafs 
will infufe the fame fpirit among the officers 
there; and to confirm the former opinion, the 
moft artful methods have been ufed to make me 
believe that a mutiny is already planned, and 
mutt inevitably happen, if the officers are dif-_ 
miffed. ‘Fhis was communicated to me on fuch 
fly conditions, that I am not at liberty ta fay 
more of the matter. Yeflterday, when I mention- 
ed your lordfhip’s determination to fend to Ma- 
drafs for officers, I found great reafon to believe, 
that a confirmation thereof would’ make them 
quit the troops immediately. Sir Robert Barker 

writes me, that he has refufed the commiffions at 
| : M 3 - Banki- 


( 166 ) 
Bankipore; but I am apt to think that that will 
only ftrengthen their refolutions. 


J am, &ec,- 


hyr, : 
Robt Fletcher. 


Mong 
4th ed I ahs 


P. S. The king’s officers will not believe they 
can lofe their half pay.—They fay the Com- 
pany have broke their conditions with them, by 
depriving them of that which induced them to ac- 
cept the fervice, which is a fufficient reafon for 
their refignation. 


No. 33. 


€opy of lord Clive’s anfwer to the above letter, 
dated the 7th May, 1766, at 


SIR, 

I received yours of the 4th inftant this morn- 
ing, by which I find there is fome foundation for 
a fufpicion, that the foldiers of your brigade may 
be troublefome. Sir Robert Barker has intimat- 
ed to me his apprehenfions of them, though he 
feems to entertain no doubts of his own men. In 
my letter of yefterday, I defired you would fend 
away fome of the moft active officers, provided 
you had no reafon to think a mutiny would fol- 





Jow. Should you have the leaft apprehenfion of | 


fuch anevent, I would have you fecure the fide- 
lity of fome of the moft trufty fergeants, by pro- 
mjfing them gratuities to the amount of two or 
even three thoufand rupees each. The fubah- 
dars, or commanding officers of the black troops, 
you will likewife promife largely to, in cafe of 
the fame emergency. , With the affiftance of 

majors 
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majors Champion and Polier, and captains Smith 
and Pearfon, I hope you will be able to keep ~ 
matters quiet till our arrival. Thofe gentlemen — 
expect to be with you by the 12th at fartheft, and 
I thall probably arrive on the 13th. I bring with 
-me captains M‘Pherfon, Hill, Carnac, and Gra- 
ham, and lieutenant Butler. 


I am, &c. 


~ 7th May, 1766. 
- ee Clive. 


No. 34. 


-Extraét of a letter from lord Clive to fir Robert 
Barke?, dated at Furrukah Chowrah, 8th May, 
1766. 


I have feen your letter to the general, and at 
the fame time received) one from captain 
Wartfon; but I muft confefs the nature of his 
propofal appears to me almoft incofMmprehen- 
fible. 

Will men fo abandoned to all fenfe of honour 
(and who fiill perfevere in fupporting acts of 
‘mutiny and defertion) when they have obtained 
one point, ceafe there ?——Hiftory can furnith but 
few inftances of that nature: for my own part, 
I muft fee the foldiers bayonets levelled at my 
throat, before I can be induced to give way; 
and then, not fo much for the prefervation of 
my own life, as the temporary falvation of the 
Company :-—Temporary only it can be,.for I fhall . 
think Bengal in the utmoft danger, when we are 
reduced ‘to the neceffity of fubmitting the civil 
power to the mercy of men who have gone 
Jengths that will aftonifh all England, 

M 4 | With 
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. With me it is beyond a doubt, that if the of- 
ficers do not refolve to fubmit, and acknowledge 





their crime, ruin and deftruction muft equally be 


their lot, whether they fucceed or not; and #f 
arguments of this kind can make no impreffion, 
none will. I cannot help thinking more evil is 
{till intended. = 

You have. frequently informed me that you 
apprehend nothing ‘from the men, if this point - 
can be gained by any means, or any offers, the 
foonef the officers depart the better. | 

Champion, Polier, Pearfon, and Smith, are 
pufhing on for Monghyr, and will be there the 
g2th. Myfelf, the general, captains Hill, Gra- 
ham, Martin, M‘Pherfon, and fome others, fol- 
low, and hope to reach fir Robert by the 14th. 
Major Fifcher, Ironfide, and many others, muft 
be upon their march long before this, in confee 
quence of my orders from Mooteyyl. 


No. 35. 


Copy of fir Robert Fletcher’s letter to lord Clive, 
., dated at Monghyr, the oth May, 4766, 


_ My lord, - 


I have received your lordfhip’s letter, dated the 
gd inftant ; in confequence, I have fent captain 
Wilding and lieutenant Petrie to Calcutta, upon 
fufpicion of their being among the moft active in 
forming the combination. I cannot Jearn for cer- 
tain, that the commiffions were depofited in the 
hands of one particular perfon; they were left 
at my quarters on the morning of the aft inftant, 
by a black fellow ; and although fome of the of- 
ficers feem to haye great influence with the reft, 

- yet 
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yet I am neperioaiea every precaution has pees 
taken to cones the principals. 


este: I am, &e 
6th May, 1/666 Rob! Fletcher, 


No. 36. 


Copy of aletter from the council at Fort William 
to fir Robert Fletcher, dated-at Fort nen 
6th May, 1 1766. 


SIR, _ 


The addrefs to you, from the officers of the 
firft brigade, which you: tranfmitted in your let- 
ter to the prefident the 1ft inftant, may produce 
furprife, but cannot fhake that firmnefs with 
which we:are determined to purfue every meafure 
we think conducive to the intereft of our confti- 
tuents, and neceffary to our own honour. That 
gentlemen, rifen to the rank of captains upon the 
military eftablifhment, and who now enjoy greater 
advantages, and receive more pay, than. field oft 
ficers in any other fervice in the world, fhould 
fub{cribe to an unmilitary dithonourable combi- 
nation, to diftrefs the government by which they 
are fupported, will certainly be no recommenda- 
tion to his majefty’s fervice, and it will be our 
care that fuch conduét be faithfully reported to 
the Court of Directors, to be laid by them be- 
fore the fecretary at war. 

We are even aftonifhed at the complaints of 
the fubalterns, who had certainly not reflected 
upon the fituation of his majefty’s fubaltern offi- 
cers, when they fubfcribed to this letter of refig- 
nation: let their pay be compared, and it will ap- 
pear, they bear no manner of proportion, after 

, all 
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all allowances are made for the difference of 
climates, and the different nature of the fervices. 

Whatever plea there may be for the conduct 
‘of the officers of the battalion, there furely can 
be no excule for chofe who enjoy double pofts, or 
thofe who are attached to the feapoys. 

Thefe remarks we offer, not with a view of 
perfuading them to alter a refolution that may 
fubject the fervice to fome inconvenience; on the 
’ contrary, we defire you will accept of al! fuch 
other commiffions as are offered ; and. we farther 
direct, that you will order down to Calcutta, 
within the fpace of .twenty-four hours, all thofe 
who have already refigned, fince we can place no 
great confidence in the zeal of men who have 
deferted their. duty, in a manner inconfiftent 
with the character of officers and gentlemen, 


for whatever they may think of the fervice, . 


we are convinced that perfons of equal merit 
will be glad to accept it upon the preient foot+ 
ing. 

“eels obliges us to be truly forry, that 
the rafhnefs of a few fhould have precipitated in- 
to ruin, anumber of gentlemen who might, in 
‘a fhort fpace of ‘time, have acquired forcunes 
with reputation and honour; and who will now 
find that they have forfeited a fervice fuperior, 
even in its reduced condition, to any ftation in 
life to which they can poffibly form pretenfions. 


_Fort William, We are &c. 
6th May 2766, : v ; 


No. 35. 
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No. 37. 


Copy of a letter from ‘the council at Fort Wil- 
liam to the prefident and council at Fort Sc. 
George, dated at Fort William, 6th May 
1766. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


The apprehenfions we communicated to you 
the firf inftant, of the officers having entered in- 
to a combination to refign their commiffions, un- 
lefs double batta fhould be reftored, have proved 
too well founded; lord Clive and the gentlemen 
at Mootejyl having forwarded to us a letter to fir 
Robert Fletcher, commanding the firft brigade, 
figned by forty-two of the officers, enclofing 
their commiffions, and declaring their refolution 
to act without pay or allowance whatever, from 
the 1ft inftane until the 15th, when they would 
quit the army, if their unfoldierly mutinous de- 
mands were not complied with. A copy of our 
letter to fir Robert Fletcher upon this occafion; 
which comes enclofed, will fhew you the fteps we 
are unanimoully determined to purfue, notwith- 
{tanding we have reafon to.expect that the officers 
of the other brigades will follow their example. 

- On every critical occafion, when the public . 
fervice required'it, we have ever experienced a 
ready affiftance from you gentlemen. The pre- 
fent emergency too loudly calls for our united 
efforts; and our dependance on your zeal, you 
may imagine, has greatly influenced, and given 
ftrength to our refolute determination on this oc 
cafion; we muft, therefore, requeft you will, 
without lofs of time, fend to us all the officers, 
’ : cadets, 


“4 
‘ne, 
e, 
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cadets, and others, agreeable to our letter of the 
aft, a triplicate of which comes enclofed. 


We-are, &c. 


W. B. Sumner. 
Harry Verelft. 
Randolpb Marriott. 
Hough Watts. 
Claud Ruffell.: 


Fort William, W" Alderfey. 
ath May 1766. . ‘Tho? Keliall. 
Cha’ Floyer. 
No. 38. 


Extra& from confultations, 7th May 1766. 


The board taking into confideration the ge-. 
neral combination among the officers, and the 
probability there appears, from the violent and 
determined refolution with which they feem to 
perfevere in it, of almoft the whole refigning; 
which might poffibly fhake the fidelity of the 
private men, unlefs fome perfons, on whom we 


can depend, be immediately appointed to com- 


mand them; and there being at prefent many 
free merchants, who may be willing to diftin- 
guifh their zeal for the fervice on this emergen- 
cy, it is agreed, that the following propofals be 
made to them: 

To engage to ferve for twelve months certain; 
in the mean time, if we fhould be provided with 
officers for the occafions of the fervice; from 
England or the other prefidencies, they fhall be 
at liberty to refign, but not without the concur- 
rence of the prefident and council; and it is left 

re IR 





which | received: here this morning, that you are 
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in their own option, whether or not to eoupane 
on the military eftablifhment. 

- And it is propofed, for the encouragement of 
fach gentlemen who may engage in the military 
fervice on this occafion, that fuch as may ferve 
Gx months fhall have the privilege of a duftuck | 
for the fpace of eighteen months, from the day 
of their firft application for the fame; and .fuch 
as may ferve twelve months to have the fame 
privilege for three years. They fhall alfo, if 
defirous of it, be recommended to the Court of 
Directors for ftations on the eftablifhment. 

The prefident is accordingly defired to come 
municate the fame to the free merchants, and to 
requeft of fuch as may engage, to proceed imme- 
mediately. to lord Clive, who will fettle the rank 
they are to hold on the military eftablifhment. 


Extraét from confultations, gth May 1766. 


The prefident informs the board, that in con-+ 
fequence of a refolution of the 7th inftant, re- 
garding fuch free merchants as might be difpofed 
to contribute their affiftance on the prefent difaf- 
fection of the officers, Mefirs. Dyneley and 
Drinkell are the only perfons who have offered 
their fervice, all the others having pleaded fick-- 
nefs, or fome other excufe. 


No. 39° 


Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Fletcher, | 
dated Siccaragully, 1oth May, 1766, 


STR, 
I am glad to find by yours of the 8th inftant,- 


ftill 
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fill confiderit no mutiny will arife amongft thé 
troops. 5 

Encloféd is a letter to you from the governor 
and council, by which you wilf fee how deter- 
mined we are to act with firmnefs upon the pre- 
fent occafion: Blank fpaces were lefc for the 
fignatures of general Carnac,. Mr. Sykes, and 
myfelf, in order-to manifeft the unanimous refo- 
lution of the whole board. ft would be proper, 
I think, that you fhould intimate to the officers - 
your having fuch a letter in your poffeffion; but 
before you produce it in public, [ would have 
you try what can be done with the fubalterns, for 
I-would confent to keep moft of them in the fer- 
vice, provided they can be brought to repent of 
their combination; burt as'to the captains, I am: 
fteady in my determination to-difmiifs them all. 

The roads are fo bad, from the great quantity 
of rain, which fell laft night, that our progrefs 
to day has. been lefs than intended. We shall, 
however, be with you as foon as poffible. 

| Iam, &c. 
any Clive 

P. S. You may as well not make the letter 
from the governor and council public, excepting 
fo far as to anfwer the abovementioned purpole, 
before my arrival. | 


No. 40. 
‘Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Barker, 
dated at Siccaragully, roth May, 1766. 
SIR, 


Enclofed is a copy of-a letter, now forwarded 
to fir Roberc Fletcher, by. which you will be 
q made 
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meade acquainted with the unanimous refolution : 
of the whole board. It may: not be amifs for you 
te intimate what is writtcn to the officer com- 
manding. the firft brigade, and-:that: you expect. 
to receive the hke-orders. If the fuebalterns can 
be brought to a just fenfe of duty and honour, I. 
would readily confent to reftore moft of them their, 
commiffions ; but the captains fhall every man: 
be abfolutely difmiffed the fervice. , 


I am, &c. 


" Siccar ull — | Clive. 
zadéth May" 1f66. ; 


Pd 
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Copy of lord Clive’s letter to colonel ‘Smith, dated . 
_ .at Shahabad, 11th May, 1766. 


STR, . | 
The members of the feleé&t committee being at 
prefent fo difperfed that they cannot form a board, 
and your letter to ‘them of the 29th of April,: 
which met me this. morning on the road, requir- 
ing an immediate anfwer, 1 chink praper to 


' write to you myfelf, as commander in chief of the. 


forces. | : | 
It was intimated to you in a late letter, that 


your return to Allahabad, upon the approach of. 


the Morattoes, might carry too much the ap-; 
pearance of aretreat: for this, and other mate- 
rial reafons mentioned in your laft, 1 entirely ap- 
prove your having fufpended the prior refolution, 
and-encamping for the prefent at -Serrajepore. 
You have my authority to preferve the poft yow 
are new poffeffed of, till the motions of thé Mo- 
rattoes fhall admit‘of your march to Allahabad. 
Should they advance to the frontiers, you will 

2 act 


- 
: 
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a&t in the manner you may judge moft defeniible 
for the provinces of Corah, and Sujah Dowla’s 
dominions. You will likewife enter into and con« 
clude fuch treaties, with any of the adjacent . 
wers, as you may think the emergency of af- 
airs in thofe parts may require. I do not, hows 
ever, imagine that an incurfion will'be attempted 
fo late in the feafon, efpecially into the nabob’s 
country, which is fo well fecured by the Ganges. 
My letter of the 2d inftant apprifed you of a 
combination formed by the officers of the third 
brigade. I am now to acquaint you, that they 
. have actually tranfmitted their commiffions (to 
the amount of fifty) in a Jeter of refignation to 
the ‘governor and council. As the letter met me 
upon the road, I perufed and forwarded it, re- 
ferving the pacquet of commiffions in my own 
hands, to reftore them as occafion might require. 
The captains, indeed, I am determined fhall all 
be difmiffed, but moft of the fubalcerns, except- 
ing thofe who are double pofted and attached to 
the feapoys, may: be reftored to the fervice, if 
they can be brought to a juft fenfe of duty and 
honour. The gentlemen of the firft brigade 
‘ have thought proper to conduét themfelves in a 
fimilar manner, and forty at leaft of them have 
fent in their commiffions to fir Robert Fletcher, 
acquainting him that they fhall draw'no pay for 
this month, but will ferve as volunteers till che 
rsth inftant, when they are refolved to quit, un- 
lefs:the old allowance of double batta be reftored 
tothem. The enclofed copy ofa letter from the 
governor and council to fir Robert Fletcher, with 
fully inform you of our invariable refolution upon 
this occafion. The fame will undoubtedly be 
rfevered in with regard to fir Robert Barker's, 
rigade. 1 have been thus particular, —— 
that 
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that you might fot be unacquainted with the pto- 
ceedings below, as they may enable you to-fora 
fee the confequences of :a like combinatign .a- 
mongtt the officers of your brigade. It is con- 
fidently afferted that every officer under your 
command, except two, have figned an agree~ 
ment to refign, from the fame motives urged at 
Patna and Monghyr. But as you are entirely fi- 
‘lent upon the fubject, and the troops upon ac- 
tual fervice, J entertain fome hopes that the. gen- 
tlemen with you have more honour than to join in 
fuch a mutinous and unmilitary affociation. I¢ 
is neceflary, however, that you fhould be pre- 
pared how co act upon fo difagreeable an.event, 
if icfhould happen. Whilft an enemy threatens 
to approach, I conclude it abfolutely:: impsacti- 
cable to part with your officers, fince their com- 
miffions cannot be inftantly fupplied. In cafe,: 
therefore, the Morattoes fhould ftill appear to 
intend. an invafion; or in cafe you apprehend a 
mutiny among: the troops, but in no other cafe, 
you have my authority to make terms with the. 
officers of your brigade, upon their tendering 
their commiffions. ‘The critical junCture will, E 
think, render fuch a fubmiffion on your part un- 
avoidable for the prefent, if they fhould dare 
to take fuch a ftep, which I fhould imagine they . 
would not, .as they are now in the field, and 
confequently receive double batta. Befides, i¢: 
is hardly to be fufpeéted that they would ex-. 
pofe themfelves to the hazard of a general court 
martial, by deferting their pofts in the very face 
of the enemy; although. their not having en- 
tered into a contract to ferve for a limited rime 
may, by conftruction of the mutiny act, which 
certainly fuppofes fuch a contractto fubfift, give 
them hopes of efcaping the feverity of martial law. 

N I have 
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I have wrictert to all abfent officers, who have 
not figned their refignation, to meet me at Mong- 
hyr, provided they are not concerned in the com- 
bination. I am haftening thither. with fourteen 
or fifteen, who will be ftaunch in the caufe of | 
difcipline ; and on my arrival I am refolved to 
difpatch every captain to Calcutta. A captain, 
a captain-lieutenant, and an enfign, of fr Robert 
Barker’s brigade, and a captain-lieutenant of fir 
Robert Fletcher’s, have been put under arreft as 
principals, and are now on their voyage to the 
prefidency, where I propofe they fhall: remain 
prifoners, ’till a council of field officers deter- 
mine what farther procefs fhould be: had againft 
-them. To give way to fo mutinous a {pirit, except 
in your particular fituarion, were to fubvert all . 
military fubordination, fuperfede the civil autho-. 
rity, and finally to relingquifh the company’s va- 
- Juable poffeffions in Bengal. 

A very unexpected event came to-our know-_ 
ledge the night before laft; this was no other 
than the death of the nabob. On the 6th inftanc 
he paid us a vifit at Sydokbaug, and was then 
much out of order: on the 8th he died of that 
fort of fever which affects the nofe. No difturb- 
ances, however, can arife: Syfa Dowla, the next 
brother, will, I fuppofe, be put upon the Mufnud, 
"as foon as Mr. Sykes receives orders from Cal- 
cutta to that purpofe, and in the mean time the 
affairs of the government will be carried on, as 
ufual, by the miniftry. 

Before I conclude, I muft again mention that. 
you are not to make any terms with the difcon- 
tented officers of your brigade, except the Morat- 
toes fhould be marching againft you, and except 


you have good reafon to conclude that a mutiny 
. of 
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of the men will be the confequence of the defer- | 


tion of their officers. 


"Shahabad, I am 
x1th May, 1766. » &e 
, Clive, 


No. 42. 


Copy of lord Cliye’s letter to fir Robert Fletcher, 
dated on the banks of the sno Nulla, 
the 13th May, 1766. 


Sir, 


The bridge over this Nulla is carried away by 
the fudden fall of waters from the mountains ; 
and the ftream continues fo rapid, that it is im- 
poffible to pafs. Had it not been for this acci- 
dent, I muft have been at Monghyr by the 14th 
inftant, but now I have no expectations of feeing 
you till the r5th. The officers will, I hope, re- 
main upon duty till my arrival; if you find they 
will not, the letter from the governor and coun- 
cil will inftruct you how to act. 

Your favour of the roth leaves me without a 
doubt of the eonden of the men. 


On the banks of the Tyr- Tam, &c. -- 
nvohonny Nulla, 13th Cli 

‘May, 1766. live. 

P. S. I have this moment seceived yours of the 
11th. With regard to detaching the troops, I 
leave it entirely to your difcretion, as you updh 
the {pot muft be the beft judge of the expedicacy 


of fuch a meafure. 
Clive, 


. 
: 16 
s 


r 


N 2 No. 


\ 
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‘No. 43. 


Copy of fir Robert Fletcher’s letter to lord Clive, 
dated at Monghyr, the r4th of May, 1766. — 
My lord, 

I have been honoured with your lordfhip’s let- 
ter of the 10th, accompanied by an anfwer from 
the governor and council to the officers addrefs 
to me of the 1ft inftant’; and you may be affured 
that I fhall ufe my utmoft diligence in endeavour- 
ing to keep the beff of the fubalterns of this bri- 
gade. Ihave this day begun the embarkation 
of the captains; and, to convince the fubalterns 
that it is out of their power to leave us entirely 
deftitute of officers, by adhering to their refolu- 
tion of carrying their point to the utmoft, I have 
appointed five enfigns ; viz. Mr. Crawford, a fur- 
eeon’s affiftant, two cadets, and two fergeants. 
This, I chink, may not only ferve to fhake their 
determination of proceeding to Calcutta, but 
will incite an emulation among the other fergeants, 
who may expect to be rewarded in proportion as _ . 
they behave themfelves. | 


Monghyr, ; Iam, &c. 
a4th May, 1766, 
Rob‘. Fletcher, 


No. 44. 


Copy of a fecond letter from fir Robert Fletcher 
to lord Clive, of the fame date with the above, 


My lord, 

Iam this moment honoured by your lordfhip’s 
Jetter-of the 13th, and 1 have, in confequence, 
afked the officers to do duty a day longer. Some 
of them begin now to be very troublefome ; and, 

2 - as 
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as far as I cah find, they are refolved to-encamp 


by themfelves, until the arrival of the officers of | 
the other brigades, fo that I fear force muft at 


laft be ufed. I have not yet received their anfwer. 


Monghyr, . 
-31gth May, 1766,1 P.M. J on &e ~ os Oo 
Rob‘. Fletcher. 


No. 45. 

Copy of a third letter from fir Robert Fletcher to 
_lord Clive, of the fame date with the above, 
My lord, i 

The officers have abfolutely refufed to ferve an 


- hour longer. During their laft confultations to- 


day, the regiment got under arms, ‘and the artil- 


lery were doing the fame, and at. firft feemed . 


determined to follow the officers; but when I be- 
gan to {peak to them, they affured nie, they had 


_ been made to believe, that I was.to head. them, | 
otherwife, not a man would have thought of turn- 


ing out; adding, if that was not the cafe, they 
would ‘not mind the officers, but live. and die 


with me alone. While I was talking to the men, . 


feveral of thé officers came, to the parade,. and 
told me, that as they heard the Europeans had 


mutinied; they were willing to offer me their af- | 


fiftance; but [ abfolutely refufed, in the face of 


the whole regiment, to have one of them,:and | 
ordered the whole to quit the garrifon within the | 
fpace of two hours, under pain of being fent off 
' with guards. They are now, I believe, all gone. 


Some have been very .troublefome, and parti- 
cularly thofe whom 1 have all along fufpected, 
and whofe confidence I ufed every art to gain, in 


January laft, when I heard that the whole were. 


to form a plan of quning the brigades, without 
- NG giving 
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giving any warning. I even went fo far as to 
approve of fome of their fchemes, that they might 
do nothing without my knowledge. Several had 
this morning agreed to remain, at my requeft : 
but the reft began to fufpect them, and: they told 
me they were really in danger of their lives, if 
they did not proceed to Calcutta. 


Mongbyr I am . 
s4th May, 366, 8 P.M. » &e 
Rob*, Fletcher. 


P.S. Lieut. Shrimpton is ftill here fick, and 
has agreed to ftay. He is the bett of the whole, 
and much of a gentleman. 


No. 46. | 


Copy of a letter from fir Robert Barker to lord 
a dated Bankipore, May 15th, 1766, 9 
o'clock, 


Your lordfhip’s favours of sth and roth, 1 
received yefterday. 

This day the officers departed from their can- 
tonments, notwithflanding which the regiment 
and feapoys appear as well difpofed and regular 
as I ever faw them ; indeed, the men of the re- 
giment have been overheard to declare, that if 
the officers were to leave me by myfelf, they 
would ftand by me to a man. 

I think, in the difpofition our are people at pre- 
fent, I could march againft any difaffeéted fet of 
people with fuccefs. . 


lam, my lord, 
Your:lordfhip’s, &c. 
(figned) R. Barker. 


‘ | P. 36.4 
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- P. S. There is an oath taken, I am informed, 
by all the officers refigning, to preferve with their 
lives the fecurity of the life of each individual. 
This oath has prevented numbers from returning 
to their duty, as they are apprehenfive they may 
be obliged to officiate in meafures contrary to 
their oath. - 4 | 


No. 47. 


Copy of lord Clive’s letter to colonel Smith, dat- 
ed at Monghyr, the 15th of May, 1766. 
Sir, 

I have received your letter addreffed to the 
Seleé&t Committee,by which I am informed of the 
mutinous behaviour of the officers of your bri- 
gade, and inclofing your general orders, in con- 
fequence of feveral officers prefent, and upon ac- 
tual fervice, and almoft in the face of an enemy, 
defiring leave to refign their commiffions. 

Such a condud, at fuch a junéture, does thefe 
officers as much difhonour as your fpirited and 
foldierlike behaviour does you honour; and I 
am perfuaded the whole board will join with me 


in acknowledging your fervices upon this very’ 


interefting occafion. 
My laft letter will be a guide for you how to 


act. Time and circumftances muft be confider-. 


ed; but, that you may not be ignorant of what 
is going on in the other brigades, I muft inform 
you, that on the 7th, the general and I, with 
feveral other officers, fet out from Sydokbaug, 
and fent forward majors Champion and Polier, 


captains Smith and Pearfon, who arrived here on : 
the 11th. We fhould have been here ourfelves . 
by the 13th at night, or 14th in the morning, but. 


the heavy rains filled the-Nullas fo confiderably, 
. N 4 that 


(’ 184 ) | 
that we could not reach Monghyr-: before this 
morning. - Yefterday afternoon, upon my hav- 
ing ordered all the captains down to Calcutta, 
the officers. became very. riotous ; and whilft they 
were holding their laft corfultations, the men 
began to get under arms, declaring they would 
follow their officers ; but upon captain Smith’s 
marching dawn with a battalion of feapoys, and 
fir Robert Fletcher’s haranguing them, they de- 
clared they underftood all the officérs were Jeav- 
ing the fort, headed by the commander; but 
upon being affured to the contrary, they pro- 
mifed to behave as foldiers ought, and retired 
quietly to their barracks. ‘The black feapoy of- 
ficers, as well as men, have given great proofs 
of fidelity and fteadinefs upon this gccafion ; and 
fo long as they remain fo, nothing is to be ap- 
prehended from the European foldiery, even if 
they fhould be mutinoufly inclined. Sir Robert 
Fletcher, having had reafon to fufpec&t fome of 
the officers were concerned in ftirring up the men, 
turned them all out of the fort; they are now 
encamped at the diftance of three miles, and I 
have ordered them to depart to-morrow morn- 
ing. : 

The day after to-morrow, the general and my- 
felf, with ten or twelve officers, proceed with 
all expedition to Patna; and after having fettled 
every thing there, we fhall proceed to Benares 
and Allahabad. Our chief anxiety is, leaft this 
difaffeCtion, if knawn to the Morattoes, fhould 
encourage them to commit hoftilities. We ex- 
pect fifteen officers from Calcutta; and I hope 
we fhall be able to fupply you in time with a 
fufficient number to keep your brigade in order 
until we receive relief:from the Coaft. 

as | jt 
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- ft would be proper, I think, for-you'te make 
known to your brigade, that I have lately lodged 
to the amount of near feventy thonfand poundg, 
{a legacy left me by. Meer Jaffer) ia the com- 

arnly’s cath, thé intereft of which 1: have efta:; 
blithed as a fund for ‘the fupport of officers and; 
men, who may be difabled or worn' out in tlie: 
fervice. Pr 

* Toacolonel five hundred pounds. per an-; 
num; to a lievtenant-colonel, three hundred 
pounds; to a major, two hundred‘ pounds; 19; » 
a captain, one hundred and fifty..pdiands; to a. 
Jreutenant, one hundred pounds ;: 19; an enfign,. 
feventy pounds; to a fergeant; twenty poundag: 
to a coporal, fifteen pounds; and.ten. poynds ton 
. & private man ;-a part of which pealions ‘is. tq: 
be continued to their widows. 9.25 -i,.: : 

I have not yet acknowledged the receipt gf — 
your letter to the Select committee.of the 5tit. 
inftant ; I fhall approve of your remaining in the 
field to the laft moment. 


Monghyts "Tam, &c, 
z5th May, 3766. TEE Gees 63 
Clive. 


No. 48. | = 
Copy of lord Clive’s letter to clonel Smith, dat- 

"ed at Monghyr, the 16th May, 1766. . % 
v- ‘ ; ' Sha? ee « og Pf 

Sir, —, as 

In my letter of laft night, J forgot’ to men-. 
tion that you might perhaps, on. this occafion, ; 
judge it neceflary to put a few. very defervjog,, 
fergeants in commiffion; that meafure I leave eQr, 
tirely to your difcretion. > ene. eh 


; Se bcasctle x di Ns 
® This eftablithment was afterwards differently regulated by” 

the company. : ; ot . J rh ow * a eae 
se The 


9s 
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The principal point you have to guard is the 
fidelity of the men. If you difcover they havei 
been tampered with, or have good reafon to fuf- 
pect that any attempts will be made to feduce 
them, the officers fhould not be permitted to ftay 
fo long as the firft of June ; the fooner you get rid 
of them the better; and therefore you had beft 
bring them to an immediate declaration upon. 
that fubject. | 
I have this morning had all the troops at: 
Monghyr under arms, and made them a fpeech: 
on the occafion. The feapoys are very firmly: 
attached to their duty ; and I am now confident 
that the Europeans likewife will give us no caufe: 
of complaint or apprehenfion. In fhort, every 
thing here is as quiet and as well regulated as 
could be withed. 
Monghyr, Tam, &c. 


16th May, 1766, . 
Clive. . 


No. 49. 


Copy of colonel Smith’s letter to lord Clive, 
dated at camp, in the lines of Serrajepore, 
17th of May, 1766. 


My lord, 

Already I have tranfmitted you a copy of my 
letter to the officers of the fecond regiment; en- 
clofed you will receive a copy of their anfwer. I 
am by no means furprized at it, however ex- 
traordinary ;| for after they have forgot their 
duty to the public, what can their commanding 
officers expeét ? Thofe whom I firft fent from 
the army having been defervedly reproached, have 
endeavoured to make a reproach, intended for 


themfelves, to be regarded as general. The mea- 
| : fures 
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fures I have purfued, my own confcience ap- 
proves : if I had twenty lives, I would facrifice 
them all to fupport the civil adminiftration ; for 
this appears the crifis. 

I have been obliged to detach the 8th battalion 
of feapoys, at the requeftof major Smith, to march 
with all expedition to Allahabad, as he is appre- 
henfive of fome difturbances, after the officers 
have left the troops. I have forbid them at their 
peril to leave Allahabad, without my permiffion. 


If they do put their refolution into practice, I 


have directed the major to advife your lordthip of 
this, or any thing extraordinary that. may hap- 
pen. The 8th battalion of feapoys will be at 
Allahabad the 2oth, at midnight; after which 
I thall be perfectly eafy on the fubject of mutiny 
from the regiments. 2 4 

Lieutenant Vertue has difobeyed the majors 
orders of arreft, and fays he had my confent to 
quit the camp, and that I received his commif- 
fion: this 1 hope will beft appear at a general 
court martial. | 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


Camp in the lines of Serrajepore, | 
the 17th May, 1766. ' Richard Smith, 


No. 50. 


Copy of an anonymous letter to lieutenant Far- . 


at at Bankipore, dated New Fort, 6th May 
17 7 ; ‘ ‘ 


Dear fir, 


This waits to acquaint youof the unwelcome re-_ 


ception of the remonftrance fentin by the third bri- 
gade, They have made an advantage of its be- 


ing 
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ing without date; by which they conclude it was 
done. without the. confent or knowledge of fir Ro- 
bect Barker: there are feveral other circumftances, 
which they have pulled to pieces, and are mak- 
ing it as bad'as poffible. We all glory in the mi- 


licary, for we hear they have put their commif- ' 


fions in a box, and have -prefented them to his 
lordfhip. I do not doubt but that you have eau 
of:the five lacks.he has given to the military ; 


generous foyl, to break their heads firft, and ee 
give-them a plaifter. I with there was any good - 


news.to.communicate; but nonewsisbeftnewsnow 
adays: you will excufe my figning my name, as 
J .am hiable to be fufpended fhould this be opeh- 
cd, fo will conclude -myfelf, 


‘.t 
. 


Dear fir, your, ic, 
New pueecei May, 1766, 
; . 


No, 51., 


Capy. of a.letter r from lord Clive and general Car- 


mac to the council at Fore Wilham, dated at 
Bankipore, os 29th of May, 7 


Gentlemens, 


We have-this inftant received:a ‘teitet pom ma- 
jor Smith, at Allahabad , a copy of which comes 
enclofed. There needs no other proofs to con- 
vince you with how much infolence, difobedience, 
and ‘difrefpect,fome of the officers have behaved ; 
and whatfatal-confequences would have happen- 
ed to the Company, bad we in any fhape -reced- 
ed, or given up the leaft point to fuch a muti 
nous affociation. 

_ The paglig, declaration ofiall the officers, both 


at Monghysqand Patpa,--putsiit. beyond a: deubt ° 


that many of the civilians have been deéply con- 
cerned 


- 


a 


(C-F89 ) 
cerned in promoting the late combination, by én- 
couraging them to perfevere in their pernicious 
fcheme, and promifing them fupport and afflifts 
ance: and if a fubfcription hath not been fet on 
foot for the maintenance of all thofe officers who 


‘fhould refign their commiffions, many of them 


will be greatly deceived, fince they have been in- 
duftrioufly taught to believe that they may de- 
pend upon a fubfcription to the amount of one 
hundred and forty thoufand rupees. 

Ic is fome time ago that we judged it neceffarp 


. to fecure all the fufpicious correfpondence be- 


tween Calcutta and the different brigades; and 
yelterday, in packing up the intercepted letters, 
in order to fend them down, we obferved one 


- which appeared to be in the hand-wtiting of Mr. 


Higginfon, the fub-fecretary, to enfign Robert-. 
fon, who hath been the principal ringleader of 
the fecond brigade, and who received all the 
officers commiffions. This circumftance ex- 
cited our fufpicions ; and, upon opening the let- 
ter, we found them fully verified. ‘hat letter 
was difpatched laft night by the prefident to Mr- 
Verelft, who will, without doubt, lay it before 
the board. . 
We beg leave to recommend to the council 
the opening of all fufpicious letters; every ftate 
in the world takes that liberty upon fuch dan- 
gerous occafions; and we hope by that means 
this confpiracy may be traced to the fountain. 
head. : 
We will venture to affirm, that letters of the 
officers of the army in Great Britain tending 
to excite them to mutiny, on any account what- 
ever, would be deemed treafonable, and the au- 
thors condemned.to die; furely then you will: 
concur with us in apinion, that the fevereft pu-: 
nifhment 
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nifhment our conftitution will admit of, ought 
to be inflicted upon writers of letters of the like 
dangerous tendency in India. | 


We have the honour to be, &c. 


Bankipore, . Clive. is, 
z9th May, 1766. John Carnac. 


No. 52. 


Copy of an anonymous letter to enfign Robert- 
fon of the third brigade, dated at Calcutta, the 
6th May, 1766. 


Dear Robertfon, 


I wrote you laft from Barrafet, a few days 
2go, in which I enclofed you a copy of a paper of 
Europe intelligence juft received over land. Since 
when I am favoured with your letters of the 26th 
of March and 23d ultimo; the former by the 
hands of Mr. Read, accompanying the hookers 
and {nakes, for your procuring of which I am 
much obliged to you. I alfo received from that 
gentleman the paper you mentioned to have fent 
me by him, which I found to be the fame as that 
T acknowledged the receipt of in a former letter. 
You feem, by your laft letter, to have fent me 
down a poetical verfion, in imitation of Horace, 
which I have not received, fo fear it is gone the 
fame way as many other letters have lately done, 
—you may guefs where. I fincerely :wifh yow 
and your fociety all the fuccefs you can imagine, 
but am afraid of being more particular at fuch a 
critical time. We are here daily expecting to 
hear how your fate is to be decided, and many 
there are who are apprehenfive of defperate mea- 


fures being taken. If you have any thing parti- 
-_ cular 
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cular to write me, I thiek you had better do it in 
a difguifed hand, without your name figned to it, | 

_as I fhall know who it comes from, andI willdo . 
the fame by you. We hear that his | has 
determined to accept your commiffions, and 
forry Iam to tell you, that a report is current, 
that the whole board have concurred with him. 
Oh! what will not ambition and felf-intereft lead 
many ‘men to do? Be affured that I am with 
gréat efteem fincerely yours. . 


Calcutta, 6th May, 1766. A well-known Hand. 





No. 535 


A copy of an anonymodé letter to the officers of 
. third brigade and army, without date. 


You are very prudent, gentlemen, in acting 
as volunteers, a circumftance that will highly 
pleafe his lordfhip, and affift him in difmiffing 
. you all, and to keep it a fecret from the men, by 
whofe affiftance you can only be fuccefsful: for 
if they do not join, he is fully refolved not to 
give the point up to you, but accept of all’ com- 
miflions. What then will be the confequence if 


he gets the better of this? Eternal flavery and. 


bondage, with fhame.to you all.——lLet the men 
join, and that will oblige him to come into your 
terms. You can always puta ftop to them, be- 
fore they do much mifchief: but take care your. 
termsare moderate. What a pimp yourc—l is, I 
wonder you don’t flog him: can it be poffible 
you have let Dufficld, &c. be fent' to Calcutta ? 
lf you have, you are a daftardly fet. How will 
the civilians laugh at you if you don’e get: the. 
better ? 


. ’ : F — ‘ » 
or The 
, . 
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:° The following is a convetfation between his 
lordthip and the general, which fend to the other 
) brigades ; I overheard it myfelf. 


General. What will your lordthip do with 
the army ? : | 

Clive. ‘Hang one half for an example to the 
other. . 

General; How will you be provided with 
officers? 

Clive. Send to Madrafs and Bombay for all 
they can fpare; and make fergeants and corpo- 
rals for the prefent. 

General. Our fergeants and corporals will 
never do for officers. 

Clive. They will do till we get better. 

General. And when you have got better, what 
will your lordfhip do with them § > 

Clive. Why, reduce one half to their former 
{tation, and for fear the other half fhould be too 
ftrong, I will order them, to Calcutta, clap them 
on board fhips, and fend them to Bencoolen, 
where they fhall do private duty, as before. . 

General. Your lordfhip will be liable to. pro- ~ 
fecutions at home. 

‘Clive. Vl be d—d then; for I'll fend fuch 
inftructions to the governor, that few fhall re- 
main to tell the ftory. 

General.. If the men join, what will you do ? 

Clive. By G-d I muft give them their own 
terms; but the gentlemen, by acting as yolun- 
teers, feemy, determined to prevent that. Let 
them do {fo a little while —— as oy G-d Ill 
do for them. | 


._ ew - @ + + 


_ at for fear of onecntagi however, the sight 
: | is 


». 
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is not truet. For God’s fake ac with {pirit.; 
elfe adieu, as military-men, to every thing ! 


Calcutta, 
No. 54. 


Copy of a letter from lord Clive and council to 
colonel Smith, dated at Fort William, 6th 
October, 1566. 


SIR, 


We are of opinion that the exiftence of the 
Eaft India company, in a great meafure, de- 


_ pends upon the maintaining an indifputable au- 


o 


thority over their military officers; and many 
Jate inftances have convinced us, that it 1s necef- 
fary every legal meafure fhould be adopted that: 
can prevent the army, or any individuals thereof, 
from affuming an independency. The mutiny 
act being the only guide we have, whereby to 
determine the nature and ingent: of the military 
eftablifhment for the Eaft Indies, we could not 
fail to recur to that act of parliament, as foon as 
we were made acquainted with the mutinous af- 
fociation of the officers. From hence it appear- 
ed evidently to the board, as it alfo did to lord’. 
Clive, and general Carnac, at Mootejy], who fig- 
nified the fame to us, that the Company. could 
have no fecurity for the fervices of their army, 
unlefs by the obligation of contracts. His lord- 
fhip, even before the general refignation took 
place, expreffed his determination, that every 
officer fhould, in future, enter into a contra& to 
ferve for a limited ume; and his general orders 
of the 23d of June, from Chuprah, contain a 

O public 
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public declaration, that all thofe who had re- _ 
figned, and might be reftored, fhould be oblig- 
ed to bind themfelves to the fervice, in future, 
by a contract. Lord Clive, however, was pleaf- 
ed to promife an exception with regard: to fuch 
gentlemen as had, by remaining firm to their 
duty, given fufficient proofs that they needed no 
other tie than that of honour to bind them to the 
due obfervance of military difcipline; and in- 
deed, had no fuch promife been made, the ex- 
ception is in itfelf fo equitable, that we could 
not reafonably have rejected it, if an application 
had been made on that head, by any who had 
not deviated from their duty. Our abfolute de- 
termination now 1s, that the accompanying con- 
«tract fhall be executed without delay, by every 
officer refpectively who refigned the fervice ; and 
you are hereby directed to caufe the fame to be 
. executed accordingly, fignifying in public or- 
ders, an exception fur the gentlemen who did 
not refign, as a teftimony of” the fenfe we en- 
tertain of their honourable and fpirited con- 
duct. You will, however, inform them, that, 
if they have no objection to join tn the 
_ meafure, the governor and council will con- 
fider their compliance as a farther mark of 
their zeal for the fervice; and the example fet 
by you, will, we doubt not, have the defired 
effect. 

The officers in general are to be affured, that 
no officer fhall ever be refufed leave to refign, 
except in fuch acafe as lately happened, where 
there appears a combination to diftrefs the fer- 
vice, and to force the governor and council into 
terms; or where the requeft is made with a view | 

to 
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toevade an enquiry into any preceding mifcon- © 
duct, 


We are, Sir, &c, 


Fort William, 
6th October, 1766, 


No. 55. 


Copy of a contract, dr engagement, to be fign- 
ed by the military officers in the fervice of the 
Faft-India Company. 


Know all men by thefe prefents, that I A. B. 
for and in confideration of a captain’s commiffion, 
in the fervice of the honourable united company 
of merchants of England trading to the Eaft- 
Indies, to me given by the prefident and council 
of Fort William, in Bengal, in the Eaft Indies ; 
and the fum of rupees to mein hand 
paid: by the faid prefident and council, the re- 
ceipt whereof { do hereby acknowledge, being 
the amount of one month’s pay as captain in the 
fervice of the faid honourable united Eaft India 
Company, have contracted and agreed, and by 
thefe prefents do covenant, contract, and agree, | 
with the faid prefident and council of Fort Wil- 
liam, for and on the behalf of the faid united 
Ealt India Company, to ferve them in a military 
capacity for the {pace of three years, to be com- 
puted from the day of the date hereof; and alfo, 
that I will not then, or at any other time, quit the 
faid fervice without giving twelve months pre- 
vious notice, in writing, of fuch my intentions, 
to the prefident and council of Fort William a- 
forefaid, for the time being, and obtaining their 
permiffion for that purpofe. | : 

n 


my 
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In witnefs whereof I have hereunto fet my 
hand and feal, at Calcutta in Bengal aforefaid, 


this day of in the year of our 
Lord 


A. B. 


Signed, fealed, and delivered, 

' at Calcutta aforefaid, where 

no ftamped paper is to be = > 
had, in the prefence of 


C. D. 
E. F. - 


RR | 


